2011 Memorial Day Speech
President John F. Kennedy said, “A nation reveals itself not
only by the men it produces but also by the men it honors,

the men it remembers.”

Today, we remember and honor the American Soldiers,

ordinary men and women, who died while in military service

It is fitting that our nation chooses the last Monday in May as

Memorial Day.

This day marks the beginning of summer, and what could be
a more fitting tribute to men and women who died in service
to their country than the day that gives birth to a season filled

with warmth and life?
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Memorial Day is not to be a day of solemn mourning, but a

day of reverent celebration.

Since EIGHTEEN SIXTY SIX, when the people of Waterloo,
New York dipped their flags to half mast and decorated their
village to remember the Soldiers who died during the Civil
War, our nation has paid tribute to those lives of all service

men and women who have fallen in the line of duty.

And since NINETEEN FORTY EIGHT, Arlington National
Cemetery has decorated each of its graves with our nation’s
flag. Thousands of service men and women plant the flag
at the base of the gravestone in order to LIFT UP the lives of

these heroes.
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The graves at Arlington and at countless cemeteries
worldwide remind us that freedom is not free. (pause) It has
a cost. The Soldiers resting there lived supporting the lives

and the values that create the backbone of our nation.

These Soldiers share a special heritage, a common bond
with today’s Soldiers. If you would look into their lives,

whether privates or generals, you would see practiced the
same Army values: loyalty, (pause) duty, (pause) respect,
(pause), selfless service, (pause) honor, (pause) integrity,

(pause) and personal courage.

Page 3



2011 Memorial Day Speech

These were ordinary men and women who rose to meet

seemingly impossible odds and did extraordinary things.

These brave men and women left the safety of their
sovereign soil to defeat tyrants, ensure justice and fulfill the
promise of safety and security for our citizens and the global
community. Their lives were dedicated not to conflict or

death but to compassion and to life.

We have all been touched by the ultimate sacrifice Soldiers
have made in service to their country and the suffering it has
brought to mothers... fathers... sisters... brothers... spouses

and friends.
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We remember the families of the missing and the Gold-Star
families who lost Soldiers to illness, injury and combat who
stood strong through uncertainty and whose resilience,
dedication and commitment to their Soldiers continue to
shine as beacons through the darkest hours for the rest of

us.

Today, | ask you to remember and honor the missing as
well. Our nation is committed to the Warrior Ethos (EE-
thohs) “I will never leave a fallen comrade behind” and
continues its efforts to locate, identify and repatriate those

men and women who have not returned home.
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Today is more than a day to celebrate those who gave their
lives in service to the nation. We should take the opportunity
-- in a less final, less heroic way -- to be willing to strengthen

ourselves for lies ahead.

For nearly TEN years, we've been engaged in a long-term

struggle against violent extremism.

Iraq is on a path toward a more stable democracy. Every day
we and our coalition partners make advances to ensuring a
more secure Afghanistan. But our job isn’t done. Though
we have been resilient in meeting the challenges of war, we
must prepare for the challenges of the next TEN years as

well.
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In this world, terror will not rest; (pause) violence will not
sleep; (pause) evil will not die. If we honor and remember
those who have served, compassion will prevail; (pause)

justice will triumph, (pause) and freedom will reign.

| ask you to remember those who stand shoulder to shoulder
against terror and oppression to carry freedom'’s torch in
foreign lands. Remember the Soldiers, (pause) support their
Families (pause), never forget the missing (pause) and

rejoice in their lives.

Let this Memorial Day be a beginning, a rebirth, of our
commitment to live and to serve with passion, joy and
enthusiasm. Let us start summer with a triumphant and

joyous song, as we celebrate liberty, love and life.
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