2011 — Army Birthday Speech

AMERICA’S ARMY — THE STRENGTH OF THE NATION

Today we proudly celebrate the United States Army’s 236th
Birthday. For 236 years, the Nation has entrusted the Army with

preserving its peace and freedom, and defending its democracy.

Since 1775, American Soldiers have been the strength of our
nation. Our Soldiers are driven by the ideals of the Warrior Ethos
and commit themselves to succeed in any mission our nation
gives them. Our Soldiers believe that our Constitution and the
freedom it guarantees are worth fighting for. They sacrifice their
personal comfort and safety to answer a higher calling: (PAUSE)

Service in the cause of freedom, both at home and abroad.
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On June FOURTEENTH, SEVENTEEN SEVENTY FIVE, atthe
outbreak of the Revolutionary War, the Army was established by
a resolution of the Continental Congress of the THIRTEEN
colonies that would become the United States of America. The
strength of our infant nation was the Army. The strength of our
Army was the Soldiers and their families who fought tyranny and
oppression to form a more perfect union (PAUSE) the United

States of America.

Brave militiamen fought to defend freedom and defeat injustice for
a new nation to rise up from oppression. Wives and daughters
tended the wounds of the injured and even manned the cannons
of the new Continental Army. In their hearts, they carried a spirit
of revolution — a sheer determination and the will to sacrifice for

their freedoms.
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In the next TWO HUNDRED THIRTY SIX years, Soldiers
continued to maintain the highest strength of character and
resolve. They fought to ensure that freedom would reign in the

face of a civil war, two world wars, and conflicts around the world.

Today’s Army is not the Army of SEVENTEEN SEVENTY FIVE.
Our Soldiers were once untrained farmers, merchants and

tradesmen using their own rifles.

Much has changed. Today, our Army has the very best
equipment, training, leadership and medical care available. What
has not changed is the fighting spirit and values of the American

Soldier.
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As America was torn in two, it was loyal Soldiers who defended
the union on the fields of Gettysburg, Antietam (Ann TEE tum)

and Shiloh (SHY loh).

It was the disciplined Soldier who dug trenches across Europe

during the Great War.

Twenty years later, in two theaters a world apart, our Soldiers
fought on foreign soil to defend freedom, fight tyranny and ensure

peace.
Later, it was American Soldiers answering our country’s call to

fight in faraway places like Chosin (CHOH sin), Korea, Saigon

(SY gon), Vietham and Kuwait.
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The attacks of NINE ELEVEN nearly ten years ago forever
changed our world and our Army. To volunteer and serve in an
Army that is frequently deployed in a world state of persistent
conflict, demands incredible personal courage and a dedication to

selfless service.

We still have more than ONE HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND
Soldiers in Afghanistan and Iraq. Every day, they continue to
make improvements and set the conditions for increased security

and stability in the region.
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In the last TEN years, they have been repeatedly tested, and
today’s Soldiers have emerged stronger with a deeper

commitment to the Army as a profession.

In this profession of arms, we are an Army driven by innovation
and creativity. As such, we look beyond where we are today to
prepare and train our Soldiers for the future operations in this

ever-changing world.

Page 6



2011 — Army Birthday Speech

We are committed to constantly modernizing our technology and
equipment to ensure we retain our fighting edge. In all these
efforts, we still must remember that we are an Army of people —

not just Soldiers, but Families as well.

From the beginning, the Army has relied on the strength of its
Families. Since the time Molly Pitcher took over her husband’s
cannon at the Battle of Monmouth, Army Family members have
been crucial to our success as an Army. Now, they play an
increasingly important role in the readiness of our All-Volunteer

Force.
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They are the support network for our Soldiers. Many Family
members dedicate long hours volunteering, and the Army strives
to improve the quality of life for our Soldiers and their Family
members as they continue to make tremendous sacrifices for our

Nation.

Today, we celebrate TWO HUNDRED THIRTY SIX YEARS of
America’s Army. It is more than a celebration of the institution; it
Is a celebration of its history, heritage and its people. The Army

story is America's story.
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Since our early days, through the generations that followed, and
amid the conflicts, hardships, millions of Americans have risked
what the Founders called “their lives, their fortune and their

sacred honor,”

They risked it to defend America's ideals and its missions. Now

that duty, that burden, indeed, (PAUSE) that privilege, falls to this
generation -- just as it had to earlier generations. Every man and
woman serving in uniform is helping to write a new chapter in our

glorious history.
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Would all the men and women who are currently serving in the
active Army, Reserve and National Guard please stand (LEAD
APPLAUSE). Please remain standing. Would all the family
members of Soldiers currently serving please stand and remain
standing (LEAD APPLAUSE). Finally would any members of the
audience who are Army veterans or family members of veterans

please stand (LEAD APPLAUSE).

Today is the Army’s birthday and all of you have been a part of
the heritage and the reason we can celebrate this day with
Immense pride. You are all a part of the United States Army — the
strength of the nation. | salute you for your continued service and

look forward to all the Army birthday’s yet to come.

Thank you for coming out to celebrate the Army’s birthday with us

on this special day.
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[SPEAKERS NOTE: We encourage you to use this speech as a
template for Army Birthday events. To optimize the speech,
localize it to the audience you are addressing. Open with a
mention of special guests, cite specific Army units in the local

area, and recognize local decorated and/or wounded warriors.)
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