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As we celebrate America’s independence today, I am reminded of 

something remarkable that happens almost every day.  [PAUSE]  Men 

and women stop Soldiers to thank them for their service.  It may seem 

simple, but that act of gratitude is one of the greatest symbols of the 

extraordinary relationship America has with its Army. 

This relationship was not created over night. Americans and their 

Army share a trust that was built over TWO HUNDRED and THIRTY SIX 

years.   Our Army [PAUSE] America’s Army has proven that it was not 

only necessary in the fight for independence but it is still necessary in 

the struggle to maintain it. 
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America’s Army was born in a time of crisis, when the Colonists no 

longer trusted the British crown and demanded self rule and 

independence.  As rebellion stirred, it was unclear how the Continental 

Congress would organize an effective military force and lead the 

THIRTEEN independent states in war against a nation as great as 

England.  The Colonists had little trust in a central government and, 

after what they endured at the hands of the British military, even less 

faith in a standing Army. 
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They realized they must form their own army to fight the tyranny 

and oppression of the British crown.   In SEVENTEEN SEVENTY FIVE 

America stood up the Continental Army that would become the Army 

of today.   America stood up this Army because it became clear that our 

freedom would not be won without a fight.    

So how did we come from a new nation that mistrusted the 

military to one that embraces, admires and applauds the men and 

women in uniform?  America’s independence was not guaranteed.  It 

was a constant struggle to shape a future where we were the authors 

of our destiny, and it was our military that led that struggle. 
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From the beginning, America’s Army was different from many 

other armies of the day.  It did not exist to impose rule of a dictator or 

to oppress the people.  It existed for the people, for the nation and for 

the cause of liberty and justice for all.  Since SEVENTEEN SEVENTY FIVE 

our Army has answered our nation’s call whenever and wherever it was 

needed.  

From Concord and Yorktown in the Revolutionary War to Lake 

Erie in the War of EIGHTEEN TWELVE, our Army heeded the call.  When 

the very fabric of our nation threatened to be torn apart by Civil War, 

our Army was ready.  In far off places like Belleau (BELL-oh) Wood, 

Belgium, [PAUSE] Monte Cassino (MAHN-tay CAH-see-noh), Italy, 

[PAUSE] Inchon (IN shon), Korea and Khe San (CAY-sahn),Vietnam our 

Army was there fighting for the lifeblood of man - freedom. 
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The Army has always done what the nation has asked it to do – 

and that continues today.  After enemies attacked our nation on 

September ELEVENTH nearly ten years ago, our Army answered the 

call.  Our nation knows that liberty and freedom are words worth 

fighting for, and no one does it better than America’s Army. 

For the past decade, America’s Soldiers have fought tyranny in the 

mountains of Afghanistan and the streets of Iraq.  America’s Army has 

helped to lay the foundation for a new future in Iraq and continues to 

help Afghanistan in its own struggle for freedom.  
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What the men and women of the Army have done in Iraq and 

Afghanistan is nothing short of remarkable.  On the ground, at the point 

of influence, American Soldiers, both men and women – active, Guard 

and Reserves -  are getting it done.  They are achieving the nation’s 

objectives in ways that inspire all Americans. 

Our Army has been there not only to answer the call to arms but 

to answer the calls for help and assistance.  When an earthquake 

rocked Haiti last year, the EIGHTY-SECOND Airborne Division was there 

to help.  After a tornado ripped through Joplin, destroying the town’s 

hospital, the Missouri Army National Guard was there to set up a field 

hospital for the victims of that disaster. These are the amazing things 

our Army does every day for the nation and for the world. 
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As we move forward, we are taking a hard look at ourselves and 

what it means to be a Soldier. We need to preserve the extraordinary 

relationship we enjoy with the American people.  We are the best 

trained, best equipped army in the world.  Just as it was in 1775, when 

the people of America grabbed their muskets and left their fields, our 

Army is an All-Volunteer Army answering the call of the nation. 

 The American people expect their Army to be professional, 

adaptive and responsible.  We have just begun to see how the last 

decade of war has affected our Soldiers’ understanding and 

commitment to the profession of arms, because it is these Soldiers who 

will continue to defend America’s struggle for freedom.  
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With each handshake, each time someone welcomes these 

Soldiers home, America renews its relationship with the Army and 

simply says “thank you.”  Thank you for your service, and thank you for 

my freedom. 

To everyone here today, I would like to wish you all happy 

Independence Day.  To all of the Soldiers and Veterans of the United 

States Army I would like to thank you for your service to our great 

nation.  

Happy Independence Day, America.   

 


