FACT SHEET - BWC 2014
What is the Department of the Army Best Warrior Competition?
Twenty-eight of the Army’s finest Warriors, representing 14 commands from across the Army, will gather at Fort Lee, Va., to compete in the 2014 Department of the Army Best Warrior Competition. After winning at their local command levels, these Warriors will now represent their command and face-off to see who will be named the U.S. Army’s Best Warriors – one as Soldier of the Year and the other as Noncommissioned Officer of the Year.

Warriors in the ranks of private through specialist can compete for Soldier of the Year.  Those competing for NCO of the Year must be in the ranks of corporal through sergeant first class. Warriors selected to compete for these prestigious titles, 14 NCOs and 14 Soldiers, have mastered a series of benchmarks throughout the year to qualify for this Army-wide Best Warrior Competition.

Upon arrival to Fort Lee, these elite competitors will in-process and then test their Army aptitude by conquering a strenuous land navigation course, board interviews, physical fitness tests, an essay, a written test, and Warrior tasks and battle drills relevant to today’s operating environment. 

Sergeant Major of the Army Ray Chandler, the Army’s highest-ranking enlisted Soldier and Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chief of Staff of the Army, will oversee this annual competition.

Described as the Army’s “Super Bowl” and a meeting of the Army’s best-of-the-best, this year will mark the 13th annual Best Warrior Competition.  

Participants:
The Warriors represented in the competition compete on behalf of these Army Commands: U.S. Army Forces Command, U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, U.S. Army Europe, U.S. Army Africa, U.S. Army Materiel Command, U.S. Army Medical Command, U.S. Army Pacific Command, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command, U.S. Army Special Operations Command, U.S. Army Installation Management Command, U.S. Army Reserve Command, U.S. Army National Guard, U.S. Army Service Component Command, and the National Capitol Region, which includes several smaller commands.

When:  Oct. 6-9, 2013.  Oct. 5 is reserved for in-processing; the competition begins Oct. 6 and ends on Oct 9.
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Where: Fort Lee, Va.
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Events:

· Command Sergeants Major Board Appearance
Warriors must have command of their appearance and knowledge of the Army as competitors will appear before a Command Sergeants Major Board where they will answer a variety of questions related to the U.S. Army.

Competitors are assessed by their breadth and depth of knowledge on areas such as military leadership and counseling, current events, U.S. Army history, tactical communications, survival, battle-focused training, weapons, U.S. government and Constitution, land navigation, the NCO Creed and history, and myriad other focus areas.

· Physical Fitness Test/Weigh-In
Warriors will take the Army Physical Fitness Test and test their physical abilities.  The events include:
· Push-Ups (2-minutes)
· Sit-Ups (2-minutes)
· 2-Mile Run
In addition, Warriors must meet required Army weight standards as per Army Regulation 600-9.

· Essay and Written Exam
Today’s Soldier is competent in their Soldier skills and is capable of communicating in a board room or on the battlefield.  To demonstrate the breadth of their knowledge and communication skills, Warriors must complete a written exam covering broad topics related to the U.S. Army and compose an essay on a surprise topic, announced when the event begins.

· Warrior Tasks and Battle Drills
Competitors must be versed in a variety of Warrior tasks outside of their primary military occupational skill. They must successfully work through a variety of battlefield scenarios.

· M-4 Range Qualification
The basic weapon of today’s Warrior is the rifle. Warriors must successfully fire the M4 rifle at a set number of targets under timed conditions.

· Mystery Event(s)
Soldiers must be able to react, adapt and overcome a situation quickly and decisively. A Mystery Event is designed to see how well the Warriors can think on their feet while under both physical and mental stress.

· Best Warrior Competition Awards Ceremony
Sergeant Major of the Army Ray Chandler will announce competition winners at an evening ceremony on the final day of the competition – Oct. 9.  The event will be broadcast through live streaming on the BEST WARRIOR AWARDS CEREMONY LIVE COVERAGE  website.
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