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"he A roup (CIDG) h the nrimary

P '

interdiction of enemy infiltra-

tion routés from Laos through A fhau's assipned tacticel area of

responsibility (TACEH The camn wag located at coordinates YO 4042734

gl Zone (CTZ), Republic of

(¢}

in T Corpg Tect Vietnam, zpproximately

5 of Hue, 90 kilom gl of =D
terg east of Laotian border (Tab A, Eketch

tion of Mriandly Forees in I.672). OCamp & Sheau was attac

1964, partially overrun on

on that same dav

(1) The intelligence luildup and background events preccdir:

12 baltle:

(2 e f = the atinac Y orth etnamese
+ TV ( ] -'.‘\. Regim it u
and the enge of Camp A Shau by the speeial forces and CIDG

riiison, supported by tactical aireraft;

The brezkout and eva

program, he GIDG program

e irregulars, under command of Yietnamege

1DB) pereonnel advised by United ftates Armyr Special

o

F) personnel, to conduct o

[

y S ran o 3
oese v wOng ana




detzchment

, three

more QIDG comhat reconnalssance ns i3 he micsions
acsisned to the CIDG camps included the following:

(1) Conduct of offensive operations against the enemy;

(P) [Interdiction of enemy 1ines of communications;
(R) |Conduct of border surveillsnce onerations;

(#) Collection end reporting of information of intelligence

b

(5) Donduct of neycholo

The [ 1+ accomplishing its
missions in the winter of' 1965 - In s6dition, 1

ine other important tut not acsicned funciions:

(1) Security to local populaces;
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Destruction of Viet Cong pol

structers in

(3) Deniel of militar. age manpower to the enemy; ('

frop aresg under

of 'CIDG dirrepulare in the program wers recriil

nredoninately enemv control, lost of ‘he irrernlare would have

forces recruited

been drafted by the Viet Cong had not

them Fivzt.)
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(1) Control of local

egnen’ control

were generally

{tually operate. he

heir intarference W2

-eneral, vulnerable




s olaiLe of the enemy's choesingc.

Althourh ihe 5th S¥Gp and sxersised
over ‘their respec-ive "CU, "B ‘ang
exercise operational control. (ne U

commany) W locates in each of the 0TZ's, They fulfilled command

and control functions over UBH and "A" deteochmente.,
reratipnal control over the USASF MCY" detachment in sach 0TZ ims

axercised by the se: American military advisor., Operatio

trol over the LLDE "CN detachment 2nd over the CIDG canmps in each 072
wac eprercised by the ARVN corps commender,
The USASF personnel were advisors to the I'LDR in execution of the

2IUG program, except that in the case of the Mike Force batislions

the Americanes exercised direct cormand ~ver t‘he Yietnamese CIDG

irresulsrs., The Mike Foree battslions were the reserve and reaction

forees for the CIDG procram. The 5th

Headouarters and =ach

Tics oz Ame

#oh detachment in each CTZ had one Vike Force battalion

battalions were generelly referred to and informally identified by

bage camp, such as 't Trang!

ianz" llike Zorce,

ince the USASF detachments iltere in sory" ‘roles at the CING

campe and the manpower for the CIDG progran was Vietnamese, it was

that each 'ietnamese corps commander chould exercise opera-

tionzl| control over the camps in hi

w

CTZ. ‘It also followed, naturally,

theti the Vietnamese corps cormanders should be responsible for the

security and defense of the CIDG ca and indeed, until the Rattle

3

the "jetnamess 1 Corps Commander jealously guarded that

respgonpitility. ince security and defense of

he CIDG camps were

Vietinapese pesponsibilities, the senior American military advisor in

2y who'wae also corrmander of the Americsan

each forces operating in

the particnlar CTZ, Teitl little or no responsibility for assuring

camy) speurity and defonse at American cxpense.
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T Z during’ the tdnter of 1765 - 66, ARVY Tieutensnt General
i commanded E3VN I Corps and Tieuienant Ceoneral lewis Walt commanded

——— .
laywsd v
1l i M 1 §

orce (MAF) and was the senior advisor to Zeneral

am. | Gpneral Lam and not General ''alt was tasked with the securdty

AT

lefrnsa of roeamps,-ineluding A FThauw, in I CTZ,

1ad ‘its headovarters and a few combat

ARVH 1st Diviesion Headguarters ot Hue,

i2nd Division Headguarters =t Cuans Ngai city. forces

wers deployved around the large urban centers on the coastal plain and

divisions and one eir wing as major

At orgenizations, The 3d Division Headguarters and lst Marine

dir fing (MAW) Headguarters, with several infantry battalions and

air gousdrons were located in the marine TAOR =t Da Nang. A marine

=

reziment of the 3d Pivision and some marine helicopter squadrons

wers |lacated in a TAO

i at Fhu Bai, The entire 1st Division was in

f

the TAGR at Chu Lai, along with several helicopter squadrons from

the lst 1AW, TIIT MAF

pl=in gnd many of its units were tied up in defensg of the TACR!'s,

IIT MAF conducted meny offensive operationg in and near its TAOR'g,

but ipost of itg batialions were involved in security functions.,

-1, cormand=d by lieutenant folonel Fenneth B,

SASF Detachment
Facay, land LLDB Detachment C-1, commanded by Major Nguyn ¥hoai, were

co—loeated at Da N

T

eng, The two "C'" detachments each had nine "a"

o

detachments at CIDG camps. In addition, USASF Detachment -1 had

& 1like Force battalion and an "A&" detachment at Da Meng. (See Tab &,

ketech

Map of Disposition of Friendly Forces in I C72).

ferious problems confronted Lieutenant Colonel Facev and ifajor
Thoafl during the winter, A heavy btuildup of laree enemv forces had

taken vlace around all of the camps but Fham Due and Gia Vue, In

January the enemy had inflicted heavy damage upon Camp The fanh by
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any artillery suprort avsilable. The Da Nang Uike Force was almost

nonexistent following the Tet Iunar New Year holidays in January:

most of the Chincse (Tan

wheomade up the battalion went AVOL,

4
W

deserted, or cuit during -nd following Tet. Rumors abounded that

The Sanh, A Chau, Tien Fhouc, Tra Pong, &ni Ra "o yere to be over-

run and the presence of sirong enemy [orces around those camps gave

eradibilits to the rumors., Furthermore, all camps but Gia Yue were

understrength with less irregulars in each one. jeuntenant

Solonel Taeey and Major Fhosi could do 1ittle tut await developmenss

and recuest ars:s

General Deseription of
The & €hau Valley, dees within the mountaine of I CTZ, 1s approx-
smately 25 kilometers in lsngth from northwest to southeast, and
between 1+ to 3 kilometers in width. The Rao Lieo Gtream has its
far

origin in the valley and PMove westward by Ta Bat (Y0 4295) to the

Jao oo Stream and the meny streams

fe Fong River in liaos.

feeding it in the A swift, shallow and have rocky and

clay loam bottoms. chay Valley on the southeast and

geparated only by = low sacdle is the Be Loung Velley, where the Rac
Nai Strea~ has its origin. The elevation of the A Fhau Vallcy is
aprroximaiely 600 meters. “he ridgeline of the Ha Re and Ha Cop
mountains west of ‘he camp rises ©oO 1556 meters and ig the eastern

by

the Var Par Mountain which rises 825 meters, ‘hick elephant grass

£
—



2355 o tor 1t cover ost of ha iley floor

s o levatione in the wsll here brughwood, ;
ferng, vines and low trees are dense. Numerous narrow trails
meandep through the vallev and one Jarge, road-like, manmade trail
=xtends the lenpth of the walley and has lescer manmade trails
connacling with it and radiating ount of “he valley in el) dirsctions,

The ridgelines nre covered with dense, almost impenetrable juncle

folidpga. The mountain slopes are steep and numerous fingers radiate
downward toweard the valley. Major trails enter the A fhau Valley
from|the north, from the east and west and from the south, The 4 Fhau

" ’

Valley is a M"erossroads" for trails from and to Iaocs and Vietnam,
(26 |Tab B, 1:50,000 Scale Map of 4 Shau)

Mlitery dspecty of the Terrain

Observation on the ground in

~reatly Timited by the thick veretaticon, Ohservation into tr
fronlcleared spots 2nd towers on the ridrelines is very good in zeneral
and 35 excellent from the fingcer vicinity YC /4883, a 'scant 70T meters

from|the camp. Oonversely, obtservaticn of the rideges from the ecamp

is extremely poor. GCbservetion of the valley from the air is poor
except of the trails and of poorly: cemouflazed enemy field fortifica-
tiong,

”

3
ol d

elds of f

e

re for flat trajsctory and

are good in the valley, slthough numerous drainage features crasate

s

covered by flat traiectory

nany (dead spaces that cannot be effective
weapgns, The thickness of ths elephant gracss in the valley reduces
bullets

the fields of fire somewhat by impeding the trajectory of

and by pbscuring observation, Tields of rlunging fire for machine-
guns, anti-aireraft pguns, and recoilless rifles or guns ere excellent

from ithe ridgelines into the valley or into aircraft flight corridors

running the length of the valley. The finger at YC 483 affords an

>




ent wvantairs point for directing machinemn and recoilless

rifle fire into Camp & Fhau,

(2) Cover and Concealment

Yatural cover and concealment are both excellent on the ridees

and in the valley, Artificial cover was cood in the camp ani good

in Uac enenmyl's fortified bases in the wvalley from ;ﬂ Bat (YC 429L4)
northuard to & Luoi (YC 38°9), in the southern portion of the valley
(vieinity YC 527°), in the Re Liung Valley to the southasst (YC 5682),
anf in the area northeast of *he camp (vicinity YC 5186).

Th= enemy could approach concealed to within about 75 meters of
LBy 2!

ati> A Fhau, The elephant grass close around the c=mp was constantly

=

cut, 'burned, and defoliated but still remained thick and tall, Further-
more, old and ineffective, bul dangerous minefields on the eastside
of | the sirstrip and on the south side of the camp were overgroim
with elerhant grass, which provided excellent concealment for the
engmy. (Severel CIDG irrerulars had been killed by sxploding mines
while irying to cut the grass. The enemy, on the other hand, seemed
to move with impunity through the minefields.)
Cover and concealment in the camp for the defenders was fair to
good, (See Tab C, Sketch of the Camp and Photograph of Camp Prior

LTe 1

to|&titack) Walls were reised,

led with dirt, and revetted with

tia, pierced steel planking (PSP), logs, and sandbags. The western

half of th= north and south walls of the trianzular shaped camp were
double walls, The remaining walls verec single walls with sendba
stdecked behind individual firing ports to protect the men from shrapnel,

Men could move covered alonz the double wall 'but were exposed to

shﬂarnei vhen movingz elsewhere, The bunkers in the camp provided

good cover on the sides but, except for one concrete bunker at the |
wedtern apex of the camp, overhead cover was not good,  (Gcod cover

wad aysilable in the USASF communications bunker, Good side cover

tut no overhead cover was provided by the raised walls of the mortar




pite. air cover wee available in the eaprth and log ammmition

bunkers, in the shallow north-south drainaze diteh hisecting the

o 1

camp, and in 8 shellow east-west trench in the center of the camp.

Concealment in the eamb wes cood from the valley but

the nishground. (It wac amazing, however, iust how much

er and

coticazlment, both forces could and did find in and around th: camp
during the battle,)

(3) Obgtacles

o~

Obstacles to the enemy consisted of the camp's defensive wire,

Cleymors mines all around the camp, and perhaps to some extent the

abendoned minefields east of the airstrip and south o

P 3

Dense jungle vepetation on the hirhground presented zn obstacle to

moverent excent on trails,

o 5 i

“hau in conduct of the

batacles to friendly ground forces at

delense were *hc abandoned minsf

chau ground forces ruring the evasion were thei

.

A 'Shau and .the nearest friendly forces,

(4) ¥ey Terrain

For both forces, Camp A Fhau and its airstrip vyere ¥key terrain,
The yalley floor 300 to 500 meters north of the camp hecams key
tdrrein late in the afternoon of 10 i'arch, vhen i% bEceameAhelicopter

lomding zone for evacuation of the parrison's survivors, The ridge-

lineg =acst and west of ‘he camp were kay terrain,




(5} Av=nues pproach

amp A4 Shau be approached neh the valle v oracimental
aize fro the north or fro he
enemy's tactics, where hce demonstrated a willingmess to mass large

nunbers of infantrymen on a narrvow front and to ot

of asseeltine riflenen 1o overwhelnm end to smother ophosit

9 il L i L ! 4
4 enem to e an infantry batizlicn on
a front of Tess than 300 meters, hus n congidering evenues of
a ectics s in il
arc Toreac
2 rces.
in or thr-ugh trenches
and Dwverl axv ting
L1 -1 -1 \
he hau Telley.)
2 - 12 Varch the skv vne heavily overcast and
rch the sk as heavily overcast and
Trom zero to 600 1 avove the A Shau Vall

Thick pround fog zenerally settled around duslk and prevailed

] oft the

in elouds =2t

ir wag extrenelv humid and & misty

timated 50 1o

op nrevented

set around 1£20 hours. Givii Twi

ter sunret,

1y + hour before snrise

Overcast skies, low cloud covers, and pround fog were common

occurnences 2t A Chau, uring the fall and winter monthe, ‘he
clovdiness wan senceielly bad, and it was not unususl for the
o be luithout aerial resunnly for lrys on end Lecause of adv




Turine th = e Sy 2 ' - vt r
a: 2airly pleasant, he sky ha en elear, or the elound
an Bich,
aof ‘ ather
TS £ sirnifi SHE S epeo of ather
perteinin a) Y operations, ow clouds nrevent of
aipr suppord durdng much of the kzttle, 'One P-4 fiphter air
srpshed dnto the elovd obocured ridealine wesh of the camp
jet alreraft comld not omarate hiealow tha lon ol

excentions of =n

single

Rcenberrest and of
cipug ceiling also
airer=fl to fly low along the wallev corri
aiveraft fire fron veapons emplaced on the
sg-ons end nachinequns of enemy soldiers
tht anecy med m use of the advantag
wesifer, it is of significence to note that on occasions *h

eigpals, and to the
the ilTuminztion from

eneny

the 10

chan,

the anti-2ireraft

then conld

uns

cornrate

not nlace

VA forces to their advantage by <conc
oncentrations of their vnits, The fog -

enemy by obscuring his pv

PR
pi. uhe

“hau garrison by

their flares,

for foot movement wes not affected

that contributed to th

vented adeguate serial

-

were obscurecd

on:. airore

e bhad
-.u;-:f"“

igh
oud eoil-

e plond

¢ . 1in

= 1

t

fog restiricted observation on the ground for both

roiechnic

Adcnt e |
LEslpating

eienifi~

we he
success
or.




Lotel Tom on
I WMoY MEmter ile ar ety i mountain tribas—
mop . ‘?...' - - © " ren, "‘}\‘ nwvere s aon
t h r stoo n eatehld ‘riendly contact with
the Fistu, vho ] in cam~ufl lo uses: Mailt or
iddan 2pope the Toldar n the st wountain slopes. he fatu
sofned to Eerve the Wl and other "iet “ong forees by providing
seoulls, muides, carryirc pertiec, some fcoi ami shelter, and B few
Iherdng the fall and vinter of 1965-65, the NVA 325B Division

' throush Laos, and inio Thua Thien Frovince of fouth Vietnem, where

itiame lo becoms -the “"backbone® of the enery military effort in that

prorince, Teecause Cemn i Thau wae stratesieally located vhere it
copld inseprdict the major between the 3258
ividqicn in Thue Thien and Yorth iztnam £nd
Laps, the énemy d to Teastroy it. o acenmnlich the deptruction
of (Ca=s & Zhsu, ihc tnemy emploved the 18% and 958 Infantry Hegiments

one mtizlion of 12.7ms anti-aircraft machineguns,

ant ane betialion o€ % reegilless rifles or muns, It is probable

v heldieconter landing zoneg in

the 4 “hau or Te Lowung Telleys for the purpose of ambushing ARVH,
‘o ot . IO 14=¢ e
srine, -0 I0G relief forces,

hough®* thet the attack on A §hay wae ' a 325B Division con=

treiled operation thet wer intended to be 2 major battle to destroy




hau, to fdraw friendly rainforcements ipto isolated terrain or-
raniged and £ i by the snery 8nd on which the' friendly Torces
wonld . b stroyed, Lo remoy threat to the 3258 Division's
Line ofl comm ieal victore Tor
the snowy ang sat for tha frisndly
foreces, k ivantare of an fd-
wverse stesther rapriod te ninimize the effectiveness of friendly air
supnert,
for the attack on A Fhau were

teiled it Yeast tuo“intantry reciment

in:bages in [aps &

Decepbar and Jenuary and then moved in “ebrusry into the A Fhau and

ror December through € March,

e Lowte “ellevs vhere they d

Semp A Thayu ané mede detailed

the pnermr reconnoitered

= Tk

on 28 Februarv end bv testimony

amp:'A Shau on 5 March, - Com-

the participating units,

Uorslleluns erxtirmmtad 1o be good, Combat efficiency wars exyected o

el e

be axcellent Tut turned out to te only wenuse tactics emnloved

| the sttacl were clumsy and the enemy’s gchere of maneuver
and (fite surnort were poorly coordinated. Fxeellent leaderehis

ro-e on the rart of the enemy leaders and discipline ane

>n were a1l that

The WV: forces thet part
with weenons end well supplied with armunition. For weeks prior to

the |mttack, larze enrrying perties bLrought & steady siream of supplies
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5 e p il orae, ht witl 1
risre, r rior ] r ] =06 eal s i
& wr ~nli e i und s
s 5 Y n
~tnr tion for cach martar. e 1|mu perrison nrior to
- ol sonsi £ SING irrepulars DR soldiers,
inteporeters, 4] eivilian Jaborers, ivilian vrisoners, and 1
i oliiers of tachment A-102, apo t h efore the
reinforcépent were one 4.2 inch moriar, tuwo S2mm mortars; eix .Gl
riars, o1 S7mr rensilless , atout irty M919 A=/ oy 2
anlsd r .20 t macKine-uns, and twenty-gsven cal o3 e,
13 0f USASF soldiers were armed with the 116kl 5.56m rifles
3 .of ike Toree an IDG irresulsrs, interpreters, an
sivilians not armed with r
2 caliber 0 carbine. &
avzilniile on the evenins of & FParch follows:

e Tumber “sanons Fumoer Rounds per 'eapon

4400 +300
41200 -
Claymore mine +250 -

3 : E

at A Shau were the 131, 141, and 15/

Companies, each with approximately 60 men present for duty out of 132

-

32Y had 30 out of 36 of its authorized men present

18
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gk 4 i Ll S R " BT z
2o D ions, i wait; o atiack was ‘imminent.

- dry " il
§ 1 Rl , b
5 “hey = eh

1 £ o i
- ~ - T s b :’ f_.:.,.\ IA,\,.i ‘:“‘:“ ‘-_-r;i -~y Tar « Y Y . 1 T ' -
T L 3 i | O s
and . the: IIT MS§ to cormit forees o reinforcment of th
2 oftoalemasd A 7 L., 3
i clm >=1 h ike Force company, so
Hes £ Sth SF0) of 'ike Force to A Fhau on
7 eng I ehineny O=1 and 5th SF0p pl he remainder of
ike Torces on alert,
nring late
e CArrY=—
ing rawtiesion irails ana extensive forts being constructed
south he camp, aip and delivere
zgninsy severnl of the fortified arsac,

Lt
3




r ; 3 1 o= 1l T X u
3 A g " o e e . 4 \_:‘. el
o | ~ t 1= ~=inue e T
1 -- e -
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. e fr ] ey O e o= ~y 3 e wuithout res 1 =
n poh tha camp reccived sn ur 1+ noeded recupnlv of
iy unition, n't enourh, M r ] A ailolile
TS rokmds yer tubs from shoul 20 Yo ©5
twoen and & rch i drre ars lost n 1ittle of 11

» the nicht of £ larch the 11DB Capr “ommander placed the camp
on romeral slert with all ~ersonnel 2t theip defansis ositions,

1acl hocome oVercagh

meters at dusk and an cnem’ souad
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" {onc, ion of Ly =mong . e fro-
AP the eniven Pire. smell crobes. and ined noyme fo
ney 5 Pire, sn rrobes, i

re by making

thm ) and e 15,
n roconnaissance ratrol of 7 men wee gpotted by & loesd
ity natrol = £ 500 eon‘h of Tamr
K or rRary.- At 2300 that
of |th r £ired 30 4o 20 vounds into the cqmp from a position
- - ]

Tn 21) srobebilily, it wae the




anr haysnynr n  PAD A) -1 3 . YRnled AT A . T [ P
trnll 1 o111 o 1 y g, TrL i | 1om
m 18 = 190 Vebrusryr S O51 e i onare tine i he
ralley iabouti 5 kilometers northief ( hau was twice nnin
- " c a 1Y g - r sl 57 €
2 g 1 No: « ]
= A o T A marleamny

1 " ~ . - .
o 1 ours 4 1¢ b, T0 urnrisad n -’\l:‘l“_"_rv:_r
NV =oldier in the =2ct of deficating, atartled enemy left e
tr and scurried away amid = of bulletz. (The CIDG ir-

resiilers at ‘A Sheu were not noted for the

abanioned trousers was found a detniled

“ars of i ohs a seoutine Cam A foy
Mot e enm atrnl ambvehead resced in
halti tho czme earclesslr arhl m tpail, 5 ambueh wss

diers got evay, 2lthough- one was wounded,

.1so on the nizht of 18 DG sguad on a local
security natrol tushed a sguas of 1 soldiers = 200 r ol <

meregines for an

Aezin on the an 2stimated

trol 2

firpd 'on a locel security neters sout

The CIDG patrol suffered no cecual

were unknown,

n 24 ‘etruary-a /0 man comba

scont doge and

ARVN dog handlers

rrocepded westward onto the finger vicinity YC A782, approximetely




nd troc (o A/ ters nortin t of dhe gamn, vhere

1t eteved overricht 1) eher without remnlis, he 25ih, +th
patrol Zepan returning to cemp. t. ahouts ] hours the ratrael
approximately a dozen NVa soldierg in valley about

2 kilometers northwest of A Shau, In t fight that followed iwo

NVA vere Xilled and one CIDG irregular was wounded, One

of theiimericans with the patrol found 2 dairy on one of the corpses,

who had been & sgquad leader, The diary revealed that Camp Ashau

was beine thorouchly reconnoitered

effsctive on this and on other combat patrols at A Shau becauze the
dogs ware not physically cepeble of "working" over ihe roucgh, jungle
terrgin in the area, Indeed, poncho litters had to be made to carry
bothl dogs on the 24th and 25th of February.

The reconnaissence report captured on 18 February, the diary
captured on 25 February,  the numerous snhiping ineldents at aireraft

and {into ‘the camp, and several firefights betwaen loezl security

patroolg and enemy patrols convinced the camp's garrison that Canmp
4 Fhau w=s going to be attacked. To counter the threat, the 220 men

military gerrison could only continue as before: 1/2 on offensive

operations, 1/3 on loesl security, and 1/3% on camp work end etandby

as g4 reaction force. The camp could and did reguest more observation

ite own reconnaisse

At about 0200 hours 2 lMarch, 3 enemy soldiers penetrated the outer
perimeter of wire around the camp. A sentry caught the intruders in
a spotlight beem, opened fire upon them witk his cerbine; and began
shouting the alarm, The enemy escaped, apparently without injury.,

Overflichts on 4 March disclosed newly prepared anti-aircraft

gun positions asbout 5 kilometers north of the camp on the eastern

22




ridoel .iﬁl". A tunnel eomnld W WIS detected in thr 3 ounr Ve
apnroximataly 8 kilometers west

wator tuffalo waes loeated dand #hot un by tho sbeopvers in the

eircraft approximetely 5 kilometers northwept of the A Thau ¥ediey

ispatched a 32 man roconnaissance patrol 2 kilometers

south of A& Shau on 5 Yarech, id not make contact
the enemy. hn observation aireraft did observe exiensive new fiald

the A Chayu

the pamp; in the Te Loung Vallsy vicinity,

i1y south of the camp; andé on the low

the two wvalleys, Around noon on the 5th, tactical airstrikes were

nmadel lagainst enemy fortifice in: th ' Toung Valley.
arch, two khaki-clad NVA soldiers stepred

nt i th padessd arm ant*na “hep 23
ant Wil ralsed arms- onio it L=
hatrr  Avns e Yor n 2 e e ey R
belng -ariven o Levnan 21V iian

mechanic, - The startled

who was unarmed, toek the defectors

Intp cpstody and escorted them into the comp, where wild excitement

T \

wag exhibited by the onlooking CIBG irresulars, A festi

{4}
<
v
=
]
o
D
=

developed among the Vietnamese, who welcomed and celebrated the de-

feciion of the enemy es the "father received the prodigal son." It

was difficult to interrogate the defoctors because of the vild
monivmi and crowding by curious onlockers. About sl that could

gottien; immediately as information was thet the men were mermbers of

the 6th Rattalion, 958 Repiment, 3258 Divieion, which wes lpcated in

4

to participate in an at

the Bel Loung Valley, and which vas going

amp. 4 Shau on. ar about 11 March, if weather conditions were favor-

abld, | The main determining factor for timing the attack would be

the weather: the enemv planned to take full advantage of bad weather

i 23
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into th Ry rlson came oertain that en tiac “
vitable. TH > that the ctors surr s the UEAF
tachment 3-102 Commsnder sent an urcent messape to Tieutenent
Colonel Tacsy reonesiing immediate reinforcement =f the cemp by at
least o companies of ‘any kin f infentry and by at least two
battery. In addition, a megsage

of an emerg:ncy resupply of

The tuo defeciors indicated that among their motives for de-

fectine vere fear of being killed in the forthcoming battls ‘and

sralization resulting from yrivation, hunger, illnéss, and

livinzs in the jungle, The defectors said menv other

214 the same ag thay, The Commander

chological warfzrs leaflets and

ctors ureine the WA soldiers to

deflect ‘to Camp /A Fhew te prepared and del

On 17 Varch an Air Force !U-10 dropped theousands of leaflets on top of
ortifications in the erea and broesdecast the de

apneall, The resulis of the psvchological warfare effort were ni

Cn 6 and 7 Verech more serial reconnaissance and tmcticzl airstrik

T na

midgions were flowm in the area, lore extensive field fortifications

sere discovered in the southern end of the A Fhau Valley.
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in the & Fhau Vallesy were conducted north and

south of the camp, in the Fe Loung Vallev, and northeagt of the camp.

*

¥arch, a 45 man patrol was s

lefore dawn on 6 nt epproximately

2 ¥ilometers northwest of Camp A fhau with the mission to locate and
to dastroy a suspected enemy mortar position. “he patrol was unable

to/ locata the mortar positions and returned to the camp.

Headquarters I Corps disaprroved Detachment C-1's recuests to

2

ered acs oulckly as posesible

o
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4 heu Cemp Commandier,

ieveloped

eneny fortifli-

E in the hau Vellev - 6f the eamp., & camp d
gr conducted that r ilgo on 7 March come emerpencey
lice brought in by CV-2

adecuste for
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ey of % thydike ever: preceding gines 25 Februsry
2diy ihe dievy was caplured, Was one of hard wonsiruction andimsin-

2 N pame

nce work for %

Grdssiwms ont zrount the perimeter: 1 =laced

Firing positions end and .mortar
mpraved s rrenades Were re-

nerconnel occupie ir-assicned ive positicns a!
cigilians in camy re armed crrvines and attached ©

once company, and beeame part of ©the iregerve force,

soldiers was o!

erc of: the

2 Tew rounds into ithe area into wkich the souad

groundf{opr waz

Asipility, e




on

ha south wall, vhat
for the purpose of blowing =
técbical wirs, The proue wis meh yilh

after accomplish

its miszion.

fire, but did so withoul

that by the time

sheliing stopped, the

n mortar smmunition suppl

up slmost half of its 60w mortar amm

12804 anuandere

puantity of machinspun amminition wse ¢
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fore fh ortar shellin; t id ¥ Mire on th nemy o
otherpwise give an alarm for fear they w £80Y and @ .
it 1100 hours on 9 zctic retrikes ini e
of fense vere re 13} 501 Cr canp cen
of heavir ground fog and the low'clond cover, he TAD eoulr
serve the tarpy so bombs were dropued from ahove the clouds
adjugtefi from vithin the camp by sound, The aireraft could not homt
bevond the range :
ol estation

sound technigue
rs in the camp hel heir
1 airsty ere finally dis-
ontimieda at 1500 hours low cloud ] .
ht (0930 hours 9 larch, p A fhau reaquested an srergency re-

armunition and mediezl evacustion of wounded, Armmunition




or ] r -
ar un ¥ 1T e - o404 1 " ] + : 3
poanm f ~hment = e T ey R Y i .
™y | hr,
3 " risr shelling of = e nes Eufi a
ne ralizineg the gymore minefiel 1 =l o1 i et
all Ha ¢ teal vires connecting the Dlaymores vwith firing
eltions glong the wall wer T by th bang, shells
and!mast of th ines own.,
i1 hours two army 01 anded on the hau sir-
stripl  They drew no fire a5 they came in. Their missi
observe and to report on the sitn n in canp tern
airstrip c« e used by CV-2 and 0=123 aircraft in
czse a decislon was rade he camp, and te
‘aster 2 Operations Sergeent,

Americans moved out he cemp and ‘deployved around the I~
i effort to secure it for the landing of the airereft;
llo dnemv resistance whs the ng they devloyved

around strip., However, after the aireraft

1

on fhe|apron, a he: lumn of emall arms fire was recaived by the

An old 2+ ton truck

airaraft and the party

wag idriven hetween one y2oares from thich

the fire wee coming - seuth:-half of the east wall of the camp,
oceupied Ly G GcIDG elv
up His|aireraft and tc Heogter

tookioff, The ground

sevepal Americane moved down to the 14) Company'!a sector of the

a1
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netors atiove the valley floor, permitting an AC-47, "Fuff the

Magie Drocon," to penetrasts under thr elouds and come o

of ‘thel camp. - The AC=L7 ap

east, passing on the west side of the ¢ he beleaguered gerrison
litgrallly stood up and choered and apnlauded the arrival of th =47,
eapdarly anticipating prest demace

the laircraftls vddenly,

ireraft machineruns orened

3 kilometers no

ey 18 Fream th I R
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ing hits, and' began a sloy plide to
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At 1415, 1620, and
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hour
Were




[ gentoy of the eomp, it w hit r i] nemy chine s
1fle fire, whie ned it. e wter an air fores
He ar cam into the camp ] nil of ene s TN
re &nd- succeash v I n (includins one b4dl
jounded Anaricsn USLSF soldier, Zergeant “radford) and the / -
of the downed marine CH=5/,
T reason, higher schclion of conmand above £
iecided not to reinforce the camp with the twe nies
fror rang and De ng . that werse tand by alert and Tesa 3
J RN III ither i or Wer 3 ot to
atiempt a inforcement or counteratfack with ARVE or American marin
units, At any rats t all
23

A 'shau, no reinforcement or counteratbtack wae attempted by any
Tonece cutside 4 Shau,
lerd on © Varch - a single
s and stayed on =itstion al
sl 2loud eover thar -

shrouded the vallev and mountai

+

thé camp throngh the clouds, butat leasl it wag psvchologically

comforting to hear the Irening overhe

epeak to the pilot
4t dark the 11T
command nogt inar

the camp. The USAFF

a9
bl

infitially, bubt went at about 0! houre to the south wa

~ A s

At 2030 hours and from 2 to 2/00 hoursg, Camp & Shau recelved

checking the registration of

30 hours 10 March, Camo & fhau began receiving

accarate fire from mortars, asntitank rocket launchers, recoilless




rifles ané guns, and machinepuns. The ferocity of the chemy fire
was stunning. The interior of the canm engulfed in whet seemer
to be a continous explosion. The

until &l slackened aliowl 0700 houre, pulverizing il camp and dn=
flicting hcawvy casualties upon the defenders. of the bunkers
on the walls took several dir-et hits fr recoillecs wegpons,

the camp were killed and most mortars were put out of
action. Imn the MAmericen! 8lmm mortar pit, three direct hits by
enenty mortars killed 7 Vietnamese and wounded © men,

Firet Class Fennie G. Adkins and Sergeant Herrill

Sergeant

the [Americans in the pit, The men in the "American" mortar pit

repeatedly relaid their mortar each time it was knocked down

it he same such determinza-

tion in servicing all mortars in the cemp was shown by all creve and

o s

¥ exhaustion of ammnition; destructior

o
o
o
=

repladement crews. On
mortans, or destiruction of crews finally silenced the [riendly moriare,
-

A% 0500 hours massive ground assaults were initiated by the enemy

the south and eact walls. The enemy rushed asgainst the wslls

in Gightly packed waves, The enemy supporting fires continued to
fall with devastating fury inside of the c#mp, Repeatedly the enemy

the return fire from the sout

waves |were cut down or renulsed
and from the northern half of the east wall, The defenders on tze

gsouth|vall fought with ereat tenacity and wvalor was truly commonplace,
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The situation war someuhiat different in the sec

metier| held by the CIDG 141 Company. !mhen the enemy hit the 1/1 Com-

peny's sector, that company failed to resist the assault, Many men-
bexs of tha 141 Compenv joined the enemy in the assault, and were
obderved assisting the enemy in getting over the wall, There were

a flew men in the 1.1 Company who resisted the sssault and vho with-

drdw to tha north wall and continued fighting after the enemy tresched




" perimeter, —e e n = = et ;|
ctad or sur red.,

@ enemy poured into the camp throush the large g2z in the peri-
meter. : A green star cluster fired h nemy the pene-
trationas accomplished, It was apparently the signal Ior ths eneny
mortars to ghift or'to 1ift fires; 5} moke, fog, cloud
were thick and the ‘sional S b bey anemy

ire continued to pulverize the camp, and the sereny forces

achieving the penetration into their own supcorting fires,

taking heavy casual

Heinpg advised of the breakthrouzh by ihe enemy, the “=tachment

A-102 Gommander, who wae on the south weil, ran over
4o the ! ammmition bunker in which the 1IDT Commender hsd established

his poimand pos F.
1
1108 Chung Uy > refusead
Lo commit the § e et
aroupnd his bun
fis | the enemy poured into the gav created the 1 any !

defeption, they began placing enfilade fire on the def: iers on the

outh and east walls, 7The remainder of the Nung piricen and the

m

eivillians in the reserve force pos

aitempted a counterattack but could not

Maring its counteratiac reserve force sust

arms fire and haé ‘o with-

heavy casurlties fro

draiu to the western portion of the camp and to all,
thile the reserve was counteratiscking, the few frisadly sur-
3 on the south wall were forced bw the enfilede fizs and U
frorital assaults to withdraw to the north wall at ‘about 200 h
the enst wall wers also re-

WA infantry assau’
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" hont OF20 1 r'e,
: riend?} mall-arms 4 fire 'and handey es wi
tha eamp fro ot defenders apoun he "imerican” mo
pih and er in the western porbtion of the camp,
ead from h sesult of ) L dnfentry
s fyom the oy and east walls, he onemy mortar fire cor-
tinued uninterrupted. and to agsist The parrison in bloclk-
Eest - bhe £ 4he enemy assaull
grapred the rubble ar
dth and east walls, A1} of ths USASF personnel were wou and
I K re wers kille
= phase of the battl
: f£zlnsss, and leadershi ]
coxnocnplace,
ce
h son. to about 200 peters, permitting A1 6HO =
he ‘elouds, The strilieses were of not  be
' liecause of the close combat in progress inside of the camp,
2730 hours only nerth wall and the American communications
bunker were still ‘held. The ore remeining Elrmm end (Omm mortar con-
1 y fire but were destroyed or ocuvt of ammnition before 1200
1010 s,
% 0830 hours the USAEF A-102 Commander requested airstrik on
‘.'_ and south of the south wall, At 0900 hours, after airstrikes had

and a number of lhinges and o feu

d, but efforts to
regain the south wall were unsuceessful, The feilure of the friendly

a0
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which had been the hest trained end led of the CIDG units,

very well on 1
ouphout the batile, 1 feiled to ver wyell on the 10th
v b ined it
pon feiling lo clear comp of th 2-102
ander request: he ‘entiye ca and
- eat unker, ¥ i s €
south wall ftrench. tueen 1E00 and 1200 hovrs the
iretrikes continued in he cf neavy caszual-
ies enemy and fdiscouraging furiher : assaulte acsinst

communications
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hoirs the Deta

At ap

recommended that B=52 bombers conduct "Arclights!

of the camp, between Ta Tat and & Tuoi to the
]

north,| in the Ee Loung Valley, and along the ridgelines east and wvest

of the comp. It was seriously felt by him that an excellent opportunity

to inflligt preat casualties orn the enemv existed and that the adventages
Lisd




to e gained by the F=52 hombinge wouldl offset the risk to tha cupe
vivore =till lﬂ.i.ff"\":'ll’.'_' in the canp., '-"_?‘.fr_u‘[-'.','nﬂ‘;r-'1l‘r, rome hicher
of eomman dissprroved the reouest Cor P=52 bombince,
camy did, however, ve 1 trikes o f couth
1), wvhich did considerstle injury to tho enemy
At 1150 hours an ATH crash-landed on the sirip. 7he rilot junmped
out of the rircraft and ecrewvled into the drdi: titeh on et

side of the airgtrip, Tnemy riflemen and machinggunners eart of

m firine -at him, he & Sfhauw defenders in the north-

rOI mAaneuver-

ing agaivst the pilot, Cergeant First Class Victor Undervoond atienpted

to zo over the wall end out to assist &

stood up to ge over the wall he drew congiderable sma

In jarmy COIL aviator attempted to 1and on the strip to rescue the pi-
lo%, but. took several hits from small srms fire and had to give up
the effort., Then an AYTE "Skyresider™ began dezcending fron south to

gtrip with landing gear dowm. The def

the aircraft was also ecrash-landing, but

I'isher landed his "Slgraidexn! turned it around on the

Hajor Bernie

nonth! end of the atrin, taxied to where the downed vilot lay in the

ditich, opened his cockpit, and rmoticned to hinm to ¢

piti, The eastern Ininker on the north wall all the'while kept up o

in 2n effort

haayvyy volumn of machinegun and rifle fire on the eners

to cover the landing end ta gher!s "Skyraider . "

Affler petting the doymed pllot in his cobkpit, Major Fisher toc

of'f, vhile the men in the cemp voeally cheered and applauded his fent

of lvalar,

oYY

V-2 attempted anothér resupply drop at 1215 hours., In the

. -
L

buncles were badly needed ammnition end medice!l supnlies, he

kundles landed 8l 20 £

out naters west of the yestern apex bunker,

emy| machinesuns opened fire -on the bundles and shot them up on the
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ment might not arrive in time and that with amnmi i lmost -
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in order that the defenders

ammnition 1 wly drops. Accordl

the folllowing radio meseage; "Want
by anet aiie o nxr B
meters on enst side of runway, and

asegault from north to south anc to

Some lungs swept along the east to 7 1ite bun I
Garter and some Mungs drove Irom the north well he east-west

dreindge diteh to the center of the camp. Captein FPlair, Cerpeants

Carnaban end Inderwood, an inlerpreter, and a few JING  irrequlers

drove |[from the norih well across the camp by thel flagpole and into

the rubhle within 10 meters of the south ieutenant Mari,

Zergeants Adkins and Robbins, alist Furray dashed out of

they had been' fighting

the American communications

machinegur

v further advance, he counter-

were heavy and

attack effort failed but the men par ir vposi-

1 about 1530. Fnemy mortars conii 1 to nou he camp

£,
f1icted meversl casualties on the counterattack force and made 1t

almogt impossible to hold tuat portion of the czmp that had been
|
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ault and raced a hail oi =

er wounded men on beard, and evacus
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Cepoony dne a - T O Al dee ' T Yok in
r' ri lking esrried “sylor down to il
i ] - OB o - gLt
later, and hi as hidden in the h.
g1 camr bein uated, 1 fantermen in Lhe
camp renewed their assaults. The rearjusrd action lecame
iolent bul the rearsuard succeeded in holddne the north whill W
(=% on o B S 143 ok redy camp.  with the
it . &3
hdrew, she
wounded men who hed r th

ALY
-
188 Wi
in a state of shock aver been 1 ind and were oui
(=3 a3 1, i Enemyl fire hitting in/the landing zone and
be ‘heard shoutine %o one another, The ¢

The weather, terrain, and ti

ing wag descending fast and fog was

Furthermore, darkness was almost at hand,

The only USASF soldiers who had been evec.oated were

were  so serious as to preclude thelr walking,
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the only courcse of aeti

the vallev

Four' of
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BURENH~

N
i L]
e
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sation was
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survivin : oldiers, only or hom on

% s . 3k PR A - ] s THEA + 4 e o
evecuated, total of & 1en are evace ¥ 1t he Time, )

whom were Americaneg (€ and fpecia Le
Y wrr oomd Podnton® o 3 : " o
Murs né Fointen;, 7 y one of

shom, Cergeant Taylor, srs were killed

in ctmn and their bodies left behind., (They Were fergeante Allen,

Halllsnd HoCann, and Specialist Ftahl, had declined an opror-

tunity to be: evaeuated for wounde on 9 March beenause he was a

medic and felt hig m2dical ski

The USASF soldiers left Lichind Immedistelw began organizing the

‘ungs for evacuation, anv of the wounded

*

distrsupght Vietnamese and

natives literslly lay or sguatted in fetsl positions, wulling and
eath. ne CH=3/ that had been shobt down wae packed with

to et off the aircraft and

ta accompany the evaders., The UPASF soldiers had to kick

rough=handle many of the w to on their feet and
intela file formation for evasion, "/hile in the vrocess of establish-

ir and Carter located Tieu-

ing prder among the evaders,
tanant Colonel Houge, who was the senior combat arms officer present,

-

Lieutenant Colonel House was told that the USASE soldiers thers would

follpw his orders and the A Shau garrison survivore were preparing

td begin evasion, with hope that rescue helicopters wonld

ke them

1lowing day. If no rescus was accomplished, House was told

survivors planned to infiltrate through enemy hela territory

af the hirh decree of

sqquent rescug attempts would
involved for the helicorters and he fell that the evaders shou

sttemnt 1o croes into Theilarnd., The conversation took only a few

sqcondes, By 1745 hours the evaders were moving, USASF soldiers
interspersed themselves throughout the file to control and to rrovide

L7
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the avaders eor rifle ar
e En{ir g £ ‘ ra S
killin omeof  the wounded n had 2
liaonter.
h - JE . ' - 43 o
(e, QRTANen: i vaileY 1 ¢

1dines, About two hours after derk the T

hungar, thirst, and wounds r

wae ecalled a bare 35 metere bhelow an enemy &

the ‘conglderaticn as being too

such! action would d of the eveding force.
™R svaders rest 1 aliont 0200 - houre aAf tha 3 e
mountain tout hile i

that! poeition,

of most of the evaders would
haila 81 hat if evasion
o was necesgsary, it cshould be'fo fue, The
then moving north on the esstern slope of the western ridee-
3 prd continted that movement until dawn, During this rortion
of the| evagion, ‘the pariy became split in the dark., Captsin Czrier,

Sergeant Adkins, and approxima 8 Nungs became esparated from

and continued move ward on their oun. feveral
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Il - I,‘.- y ¥ e ’l. 1
rroups cut back onio the valley floor at dewn, The mein Yoly moved
.-.,:.l}:(.,ﬁ_._A___.. 11 {fvoetion and ¥ athoar arty moved in o mora
, P -
1 (i x g
) rlimes alrnle were heaar " aton S e Y p e
o TS &% o ~ 197 oo ¥ ST =t o}
nemy - soltlesy AT Lum} an 5 I » i 150

dth AF=27 tifles o flush the evaders,
ne smal ariy D O R E R irr tare Y voman, 1 o
108 3} Ty mirsec lously evoided ST ontac by ™M north
h th ain t t £ hau * ey
up to Ta Pat, where they vere picked up by & marine =3/ =round
1200 hours on the 1lth,
Lroungd noon on 11 tarcl ral ine CH=3Y helloorters wvere
byiths evadere to be cirel around Ta Tat and s of
ik gircrasft were seen he yolley \ T Ta Tat,

riy i r wampy
n it spotied the search alrerafi, so Lisutenant ¥rri weat %o
Lieutenant ©olonal Houge to tell hin hich direction to go in

order ‘to repch ‘a suitable landing zone for helicopteres, Idsutenant
the varty vould neot

thet the A fhau people were going to try to signal

craft, td get to a suitable landing zone, and to /get plak nDa
Lisutenant pari strick out m erea suitable flor landing heli-

nt C“olonel

lepving Tdeu :se gtonding on the spot fum-

=d, should thzy both

snd threatening to have Mari 328 h=3

to a sepure ares, The 7 marines with Houge snd =231 of the




Thase| rescued included ILieutersnt

Ca I'_",f"ﬂn'{- I

crag

of WA soldiers as they fled the downed

sklp

from

ilote wer fenaled . eniol
1 landing uf t O Bor 1 v o 4 -
ard outy Tt CH=34 pilote, remembering the uneontroll
ing of aireraft by penicked Vintnamese on the previous day,
Ly refused to lend, ''Inagtead, Licopters hovered one &t
Hiy. A A th they holsgted the men nlnars,
rpscue gterted aboul 1//45 hours ané ended around 1515 ure,

hed,

nopte

mich

fthe

the

ramai

olonel House and 21) marinss:

jervood, a 0 was wounded badly in the

and / seriously vwoun CICG irresulars, 3 USASF

50 or nmore

dng of f; it was

Captain Certer a &
L CRewWIen s Ag 1o evade. The party ran into a equ

31icopt

that restlted, one Murg wae killed =

groun, Oarter's group broke contact and menapsd

nnwounded marine

3d B perimeter sround ite snha landing zone and rested

nder of th: afternoon =nd ithrt night, he resconing bah

lon to stay there was rcevers

(1) “ovement only increased the chances of runnine into

the enemy patrols searchine for ‘he avaders;

(2) The location of the Isnding zone wuss Ynown by reccue

tnamese and Nungs, 211 wounded in

ay and in the bris




arch sircralt, and it vee thought rrobable that seéarch
nireraft would return to it on the morning of 12 Yarch:

(Z) It wae hoved that the enemy would think that whetever
friendly force hsd been there had been already nicks up by

eliconpters on

(#) The men were all extremely fatizued and {hel: untreated

wounds wers bleeding and becoming

dbout, 2% kilometers further north,

ybain Capter's varty estab-

ight perimeter for the night. During the nizht 2 tiver

¥y cireled around ter-and frirhtened the men

the perime }

Undoubtably, the stench of the wounds that each man had

etiractad the tiger and whetted his appetite.

gave up the hunt and went to find
2% 0920 M

0920 hours 12 March Captain Carter's party was piclied up

without incident.

approximately 1030 hours 12 Harch

raturn=d to the landingz zone he the main body and began hoist-

ing men aboard by s=ling. gny 'of the wounded, frightened, demoralized

Viatnamege CIDG irresulars, had to be hit uith rifle hutte and k

(\r]

(1
¥

v £rom

18 eling collar,  They attempted to mob it, and many of

thase with less serious v yunds, -who were on the perimeter, hegan

coning intc the center of perimeter, vere afraid they would

‘oned, salthough this fear was obviouely withoul ecauge, for

thay could see that tho three USASF soldiers remaining with them

were rict leaving them but were sending “ietnamese first to the hov-

over human rescon, how-

~ T

evitr,| end the CIDGC irregulars began killing one another in their

+

to
efforts to get ‘o the =ling andjbe hauled aboard a helicopter., The

inst to start cshooting vere some of the men on the perimeter. ESoon

evaryone was shooting at everyone else and the Americans could not

stap the killing, Fomeone threw a handgrensdd inte the mob erowding
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geveral of the Vietnamege. "he three Ameridans in the Ian 20Ne
of the helicopter =lin and. were snatclied to
mafpty aine heuls« board the helico ™ Hey repidlvy olimbed
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ERemy: casua..cies during the battle were extremely heavy. It was

AC=47T
F=l

A-1F

irecraft lost:

impossible to gei a body count, of course; however, & conservative
estimate by consensus of the USASF personnel at A Shau was that the
egeny suffered between 500 and £00 killed. Several monthe after the

battle, some NVA soldiers were captured in TI

participated in the battle for Camp A

casualties was that the KVA had over 1,200 me

fete
3

n

tqat the remnents of 958 Regiment returned fo North 1
I
i
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A

the batile to retrain on "technioues for attocking fortified sirong-
oints,"

In Nevember 1965 the enemy relenzed the Vietnamese snd lungs
they had feken rrisoner during the batile, A total of 2/ men were

raturnegd, = The released

the mags burial of = huge number

that the enemy had approximetely

In/Vay 1966 USASF Detachment ¥ TPEOOVETY Onerf-

(s

tion at Camp & Shau. 7The bodies

Hall, iMelann, cnd Stahl
were retrieved. The body of Taylor, who had died during the evasion,
was not found. The recovery force noted that the enemy did not
sttempt to salvage weapons and material abandoned by the 4 fhau

en it evacusted the camp. This, toc, was conside

the normally fru

o

1d seavenging enemy force was

padly mapled in the batile,

AFALYSIS AND CRITICISH

1

1. The enemy buildup and preparations for-abtzck on Camp A Shau
were abserved and reported over a two month period, The certeiniy
o an [impending attack became obvious to the A Fheu garrison when
the to WA defectore came into the camp. The saddest aspect of

)

Lie

the entire battle was that ARVN I Corps refused
camp with infantry and artillery before the battle, despite the fact
that it had responsibility for the defense and seeurity of CIDG camps

i

and had levery indication that Camp 4 Fhau would be atiacked. 'The

oy

ARV T Corps failure must be shared by IIT MAF, USASE Detachment C=1,

and 5th 'SFGp, for all of those headauarters also lailed to tale

adequatd measures to reinforce sufficiently Camp & Shau prior to the
batile, | The speeial forces contribution to the preparation for de-

fense was not what was requested by the USASF Detachment 4-102

Comnmander and wag inadeguate,




2o Insufficient emminition for all weapons was rlockpiled at
A Shau, Tn consequence, there was not enough ori oh hami for
8 gtained defense,
34 "here was no COF established in the Camp & Shau security
arefi, The absence of suitable terrein; except on the finger of the
me reason “hyv no DOF was established.

4y 03
14

iere was insufficlent

troocp strens

for eetablishing a COP and that a 0OP vould not have been adecuately

¥ar dAnman=sad £4
gy dnNoirect 1

re weapons, e ihermore, there wou

been no means available to cover effectively the paps between elements

on the COF, since there were no organic aerial surveillance means
or ragdar available, manpower was limited, fire support mea

regtricted to mortars with very little ammunition, end concealment

availeble to Lhe enemv was excellent., Cutgurrds were established by
logal security patrols in lieu of establishing a COF., The £IDG ir-
requlers on outguard duty did not attempt to deldy the enemy or to

zive the alarm when the attaczk took p and thera were foo few

ace
ACE,

outguards to prevent enemy patrols from clogely reconnoitering the

verimeter prior to the battle, The Camp & Shau security area was
relatively ineffective, except that consideralble effort was suc-

cessfully exerted to ! i1y reconnalssance and combat pabrols

out and to keep aerial reconnaissance active in the area %o yTrevent
surnrise.

orvard defense area

4. The organization of the Camp A Shau
wap satisfactory, although the conduect of the forward defense was
not, Mire discipline was not maintained before or during the attack,
Enemy recounaissance probes had succeeded in determining the loca-
tion| of almost every automabtic weapon and every firing post., Further-
more; poor fire discipline resulted in waste of ammunition. ‘!mtual
support  between units on the perimeter (FEBA) was good, except that

the treacherous actions of the CIDG 141 Zompany resulted in = gap




& Lion of he resy ares i “hau airly
T ) it recer s, 0o a1 ntrol 1 nts, &
3 ot &1 were well located thr iout t interior of the
canp. 4 71 ere that ther no fortified
covered inner defense perimeter and that there was not sds
eguecially overhead eover, inslde the II
6. The Detachment 0=1 and 5 SrGp 1l ‘oree reserves could
not bé employed as effective re
efier ithe battle hegan heceuse \
a1 capabili ~
7+ ¥Fhen the FEBA was penetrated the initial counterattack was
confucted plecemeal by & reserve not sufficiently strong to eiect
thz' enemy fron the baltle area and to restore the FIBA,  The reasong
wese ihat the CIDG CRP was not released by Chung 1’:‘_-; "‘;{n_{__‘ to partici-
reserve latoon
% Or'ce It vlatoon had '
alrpady given up one squad to reinfor the hard £
the ‘sputh wall and had sustained heavy casualties from the rortar R
The forces on the north wall were not
in the counteratiack because they, too, had sziven up some people to
rce: the south wall, were
and had too far to move
moritar shelling in progress
and the forces executing it were
not; strong enough,
ttbsequent attempts at counterattack to restore the FEBA were :

unsuseessful because the enemy was too strong
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1, After Action Report — The Rattle for A Chau (Company C,
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), lst fpecial

Forces, 15 Yarch 1966},
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2. Tueas, Jim, "The &gony of 4 Shau," Ergosy, 365, p.19,

Anpust 1967,
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