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Days before race day on Sep. 28, USASOC’S advanced party was in place to begin executing the mission. Upon arrival, the team made contact with their perspective POCs in the Kansas City area to prepare for the arrival of other USASOC assets and personnel.  The arrival of 160th aircraft at the New Century Airfield provided the initial staging base and secure storage for USASOC personnel and their aircraft and equipment until the day of the event.  


Although final OSD approval was pending, it was necessary to begin implementing the initial stages of movement so that all assets would be in place in time to execute the intended mission.  There was no room for delay as the carefully crafted timeline was structured to meet local aviation regulation and safety standards. 

Soldier interaction with local youths and community leaders during informal and formal settings lead to a highlight of pre-race activities when former Kansas City Chiefs free safety, Deron Cherry, drove the pace car out of a MH47 flown by the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment. Tactical demonstrations conducted included the USASOC official parachute team during a military free-fall jump, infiltration of Soldiers by helicopter and infiltration of the pace car delivered via MH47. On-stage introductions of SOF Heroes coupled with USASOC leadership attendance at the drivers’ meeting afforded maximum visibility of Army Special Operation Forces.  Kansas Speedway officials distributed more than 700 free tickets, and an unspecified number of discounted tickets, to area military members and their Families.  Overall, the activities at both locations appeared to be effortless.  

During the rehearsal and pre-race events leading up to the race, the USASOC public affairs team pitched media opportunities to news organizations, and to numerous media outlets; and produced six articles, two video stories, one overall event video, photo collage and thousands photographs that were released to a list of more than 50 media organizations, VIPs and supporting organizations.  News stories, photos and videos were crafted to highlight the Soldiers preparing for the upcoming demonstration.   All media products were held until final clearance from OSD.  Once approved, USASOC PAO immediately pushed out a media release through Kansas Speedway media channels, drawing immediate recognition to the upcoming pre-race demonstration.  Following the initial push of information, stories, videos and photos were released to area media for release on a routine basis. 

In the meantime, continued coordination was ongoing as unforeseen situational changes were routine. Briefings and updates were conducted to keep everyone informed and moving according to mission requirements.  Even Deron Cherry, the pace car driver, was briefed as to USASOC’s mission and involvement in the events at the Kansas Speedway.   

Rehearsals, which were open to media, proved a success as media took advantage of the opportunities to conduct interviews, photos and capture video of the ARSOF Soldiers preparing for the demonstration. Numerous local, regional and national media were onsite for the occasion.   

ARSOF Soldiers conducted two live appearances on XM radio’s NASCAR channel.  The USASOC Command Parachute Demonstration Team, The Black Daggers conducted  15- minute, live interview, while Col. Steven Mathias, Deputy Commander,  Director of Special Operations Aviation and Chief Warrant Officer Thomas Asselta, 5th Special Forces Group, conducted  a 30-minute, live interview to audiences of more than 40,000 per quarter hour.

The Kansas City Star newspaper printed a full page article, base on an interview with Col. Mathias, on the front of the sports section.  An additional article was posted later in the week.  The Kansas City Star has a circulation of more than 260,724 subscribers and a web viewership of 3.7 million.  Other media on hand were ESPN, local Fox News, 98.9 ROCK radio and NASCAR media production team.  Various media venues picked up the stories that reached an audience of more than 43,000,000.       

Following the rehearsals, static displays were on hand for race fans to visit.  USASOC provided a MH-47 for display near the local Army Recruiting Battalion’s van.  To further support local recruiting efforts, USASOC arranged to host more than 800 local high school students giving them a personal encounter with a Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha (a 12-man Special Forces Team) and their weapons. Each of these students completed a “lead” card for local recruiters.  Both demonstrations served as informative displays while assisting with Army recruiting efforts. 
On race day, timing of the tactical demonstrations and pace car insertion were crucial as not to delay the race.  With air mission briefs behind them, aircraft crews were dispatched to Hoelting Airfield to position them for the pre-race demonstration.  

First in the air was the Black Daggers jump team, supported by the 158th Aviation Regiment.  The Daggers performed a military freefall demonstration landing in the infield demonstrating capabilities of ARSOF military free-fall used for behind-enemy-lines combat insertion.

As the parachutist gathered their chutes, a command video, highlighting the mission and capabilities of the ARSOF, was played before the crowd of more than 81,000 race fans.  This informative video was also used as a recruiting tool.  

Utilizing two MH6 Little Birds, eight ARSOF Soldiers in full combat gear, rode on the pods outside of the aircraft and were tactically infiltrated in the Kansas Speedway.  This infiltration demonstration highlighted the skills and capabilities of ARSOF Soldiers and pilots, who were among those later recognized on stage for their valor and sacrifice.

Immediately following the pre-race festivities, ARSOF Soldiers exited the stage and moved through the crowds to shake hands and interact with fans.  Those flying the aircrafts moved aircrafts to their next outreach location, Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 

To kick off the race, USASOC’s subordinate unit the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment, flew the pace car in the cargo hold of  MH47 Chinook and former Kansas City Chiefs free safety, Deron Cherry, drove the pace car out of the helicopter and around the track.  To satisfy legal concerns of endorsements, two USASOC logo magnets were affixed on both sides of the vehicle, over the race sponsor’s logo, before leaving the aircraft.  

On center stage, USASOC CG addressed the race audience and introduced his warriors supporting the demonstration.  These ARSOF Soldiers recognized were for their service with valor and distinction during recent combat tours.

Finalizing the aerial demonstration, two MH6 Little Birds and one MH-47 Chinook performed a fly-by, timed perfectly after the playing of the National Anthem.  

As the crowd responded to each demonstration with standing ovations and cheers, USASOC Soldiers heard the overwhelming message of America’s support.  

The following day, USASOC CG met with ARSOF Command and General Staff students.   Just before his retirement, this was his last opportunity to address Army future leaders.  He conducted a series of briefings, many of which were recorded to serve as historical reference for the school.  Secondly, his presence provided some exposure of Army Special Operations to the students at CGSC.  With static displays in place, students, Family members and members of the media were on hand to visit with ARSOF Soldiers.   Again, USASOC hit its target audience and command intent.  
See Appendixes C, D, and E for supporting documents.
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