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Mixed Training
Pays Off

By Sgt. Uriah Walker
19th ESC Public Affairs

DAEGU, South Korea – Twenty-nine competitors 
fought for their chance to stand atop the podium and 
claim victory in their respective weight classes during 
the Area IV 2nd Quarterly Combatives Tournament, 
June 10. Many were returning champions in their re-
spective weight classes hoping to defend their titles, 
while others were new graduates of the Modern Army 
Combatives Program Level 1 course simply hoping to 
put their skills to the test and gain confidence in their 
trained abilities. 

Multiple fighting styles were displayed during the 
competition showcasing Soldier commitment to 
self-development. While several of the 29 fighters 
brought their best MACP training, ultimately those 
with advanced experience in disciplines ranging from 
Muay Thai, Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, boxing and wrestling 
emerged victorious.

6th Ordnance Battalion’s 1st Lt. Nathan Santhanam 

playfully alluded in his fight promotion video about 
“bailing hay” since he was three years old. At 5 feet 3 
inches and 135 pounds, Santhanam, known in the gym 
as ‘Mighty Mouse’, demonstrated his grappling prowess 
during his semi-final and championship matches win-
ning both via submission by arm bar in order to defend 
his title as the lightweight champion. 

“I’ve actually never bailed hay in my life,” he joked af-
ter the finals. “But yes, wrestling is a big thing for me, I 
hold it very near and dear to my heart, I’ve been doing 
it the majority of my life. Even with Pvt. [Joe] Lopez 
throwing those big hands out there it helped me out in 
the finals. I love doing this kind of stuff … winning is al-
ways nice but if you don’t love what you do it’s kind of 
empty.”

Middleweight competitor, 19-year-old Pfc. Montrell 
Hunter, 36th Signal Battalion, came out to prove his 
standup skills as a boxer. Hunter, a four-time Golden 
Gloves champion from Chicago, had an obvious advan-

tage during the final round where advanced rules ap-
plied. Advanced rules allow the fighters to use punches 
to the face, unlike intermediate rules where only open 
hand slaps are allowed. His opponent, Spc. Gilbert Al-
monte, 551st Inland Cargo Transfer Company, knew 
about his boxing skills and took the match to the 
ground. What he did not know was that Hunter main-
tained a strong ground game as well.

“I’ve been boxing for 12 years, since I was seven years 
old,” said Hunter. “I won my first Golden Gloves when I 
was 15.”

He attributed his boxing experience for being able to 
remain calm and focused during his matches, even 
when the fight went to the ground.

Pfc. Montrell Hunter, 36th Signal Battalion, scrambles to gain control over 
his opponent, Spc. Gilbert Almonte, in their final match of the 2nd

Quarterly Combatives Tournament at Kelly Fitness Center in Camp Walker, 
South Korea, June 10.

— U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Uriah Walker

FIGHT TONIGHT to Page 2
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I  was pretty calm [about my 
fights],” continued Hunter. “I didn’t 
want to rush myself or only go for a 
knockout. Tonight was about having 
fun.”

Heavyweight competitor Staff Sgt. 
Ronald Swanson, 36th Signal Battalion, began MACP 
training in 2011 and became an instructor in 2013 but has 
never competed himself. 

“I had nerves and butterflies about who I was going to 
fight,” said Swanson. “I’ve only trained in MACP, it’s little 
bits of everything [various fighting styles], I don’t have 
one focus of any kind of style.”

In preparation for the tournament, competitors sought 
opportunities to cross train in additional disciplines in 
order to gain an advantage on the mat.  For three mem-
bers of Team 19 who have been training together, San-
thanam, 2nd Lt. Tobin Cooper and Spc. LaTrale Noland, 

their varied backgrounds were key to winning their 
weight classes.

“We all bring something new to the table which is 
nice,” said Santhanam. “2nd Lt. Cooper is really good 
with Brazilian jiu-jitsu, I have a very extensive wrestling 
background and Spc. Noland is really, really good with 
throwing hands and boxing. So, between the three of us 
we all have something that makes each other better.”

The winners will go on to represent 19th ESC in the 
Eighth Army-Korea combatives tournament at Yongsan 
scheduled for June 30.

Cpt. Jose Capellan, 19th 
Expeditionary Sustainment 

Command, has his hands wrapped 
in preparation for his final fight 
against Spc. LaTrale Noland in 
the 2nd Quarterly Combatives 

Tournament at Kelly Fitness Center 
in Camp Walker, South Korea, June 

10, 2017. — U.S. Army photo 
by Sgt. Uriah Walker, 19th ESC 

Public Affairs

2nd Lt. Tobin Cooper, 551st Inland Cargo Transfer Company, is 
declared victorious over his opponent, Spc. Hun Kwak, following 

their semi-final match at the 2nd Quarterly Combatives 
Tournament at Kelly Fitness Center in Camp Walker, South 
Korea, June 10, 2017.  — U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Uriah 

Walker, 19th ESC Public Affairs
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Maj. Nicole Jackson 
awarded 

Meritorious Service 
Medal

In an award ceremony on Camp 
Red Cloud in Uijeongbu June 7, Col. 
Brandon D. Newton, Commander, 
U.S. Army Garrison Red Cloud 
and Area I, presents a Meritorious 
Service Medal to Maj. Nicole L. 
Jackson for her service as the 
garrison’s Director, and Chief of 
Operations, with the Directorate 
of Plans, Training, Mobilization 
and Security. Jackson served with 
DPTMS from last  July to earlier this 
month. According to the award's 
written citation, Jackson rendered 
“exceptionally meritorious service” 
and “exemplar y per formance 
of duty,” and her “outstanding 
leadership, professionalism, and 
dedication to duty contributed 
significantly to the garrison’s high 
state of operational readiness and 
mission accomplishment.” Jackson 
moves to a new assignment at Fort 
Belvoir, Va. — U.S. Army photo by 
Cpl. Lee Jin-woo

KATUSA ETS Ceremony on Camp Red Cloud

At the Camp Red Cloud Theater June 13, 74 KATUSAs – South Korean Soldiers assigned to the U.S. Army – end their military service with an ETS ceremony. During 
the ceremony the Soldiers heard farewell remarks from senior leaders. After the ceremony, many of the departing KATUSAs made their way onto Camp Red Cloud's 
Village Green parade field, where KATUSAs who have yet to finish their military service tossed them in the air, a KATUSA ETS tradition. — U.S. Army photo by Pvt. 
Edward Kim
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Paradise Spa Dogo offers special price for family 
and group U.S.Armed Forces of 4 person.

- Spa 50% discount (Weekday, Weeekend)

- Caravan 30% discount(Mon-thu)

*You can get a discount with your military ID.

THE PARADISE SPA DOGO, the first domestic sulfur hot spring for family in Korea.
Have fun with your family in our outdoor spa!

A wave pool of THE PARADISE SPA DOGO is available for both kids and adults. Enjoying the wave pool, you will feel as 
if you are on the choppy waves in a mysterious island. Four seasons in the pool exude an exotic atmosphere.
AQUA PLAY is an underwater playground made up of fun facilities such as a cup-shaped fountain with water pouring 
along with five kinds of slide. 

The most enjoyable summer will be offered at THE PARADISE SPA DOGO.

For more information and photos of THE PARADISE SPA DOGO, please check our instagram @paradisespadogo
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Following are Commander’s Cup standings through the end of March

PLACE UNIT POINTS
1 8 ARMY NCOA 2025
2 275 SIG 1700
3 501 CHEM/CBRN 1532
4 HHD, 23 CHEM 1365
5 629 MCAS 1143
6 560 MCGA 996
7 579 SIG 785
8 WRC 780
9 A, 6-37 FA 750

10 618 DENTAL 730
11 403 LRC CRC 725
12 A, 1-38 FA 700
13 D DET, 176 FIN (FMSU) 675
14 B, 6-37 FA 660
15 607 WEATHER SQDN 605
16 17 ORD CO 600
17 65 MED 575
18 524 MI COA 565
19 604 ASOS 525
20 21 MP DET 525
21 B, 70 BSB 375
22 602 DET 375
23 106 MED DET 375
24 C, 6-37 FA 50
25 403 AFSB 50
26 19 AG (Postal) 0

PLACE UNIT POINTS
1 HHC, USAG AREA I 2130
2 61 MAINT 1530
3 4 CHEM/CBRN 1355
4 62 CHEM/CBRN 1265
5 579 FSC, 6-37 FA 1170
6 HHB, 1-38 FA 1010
7 61 CHEM/CBRN 940
8 HHB, 6-37 FA 795
9  HHC, 70 BSB 745

10 B, 1-38 FA 690
11 A, 70 BSB 475
12 HHT, 1-7 CAV 50

Area I Commander’s Cup Standings
Small UnitsMedium UnitsLarge Units

To find out more, or to enroll your unit, please contact Mr. Paul Henevich, 010-4694-5567

PLACE UNIT POINTS
1 A, HHBN 2565
2 HSC, HHBN 2525
3 55 MP CO 1910
4 580 FSC 1775
5 B, HHBN 1680
6 C, HHBN 1420
7 46 TRANS 1165
8 E, 6-52 ADA 905
9 HHB, 210 FA 695
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By Cpl. Kwon Ki-hyun
210th Field Artillery Brigade Public Affairs

CAMP HOVEY, South Korea – Ardent cheers from 
the audience echoed through the basketball court 
as competitors smashed into each other. Forty Sol-
diers competed in the 2nd Infantry Division/ROK-
US Combined Division combatives tournament, 
held June 8 through 9 at the Camp Hovey Fitness 
Center on Camp Hovey in Dongducheon.
  Combatives is a term for hand-to-hand combat 
techniques Soldiers learn in case of a close-quar-
ters fight.
  “Because we are the Army and our first mission 
is to defend, being able to defend ourselves is very 
important,” said the tournament’s director, Staff 
Sgt. Julio A. De La Cruz, of Headquarters Support 
Company, 70th Brigade Support Battalion, part of 
the Combined Division’s 210th Field Artillery Bri-
gade.
  The day before the tournament, participants were 
grouped into seven weight categories; flyweight, 
lightweight, welterweight, middleweight, cruiser-
weight, light heavyweight and heavyweight. 
  On the tournament’s first day competitors fought 
until only two from each weight category re-
mained. A total of 14 competitors, including four 
from the 210th Field Artillery Brigade, fought in the 
next day’s final.
  As the matches started, the fighters eyed each 
other warily, moving with cautious steps as they 
watched for an opening, the audience cheering the 
action on.
  “You should be a little nervous before the fight 
but I just tried,” said 1st Lt. Arthur Kim of the bri-
gade’s Battery B, 6th Battalion, 37th Field Artillery 
Regiment. “I found out that if you just don't think 
about it, it really doesn't matter and once you enter 
you can't think of it anyway because your mind 
goes blank.”
  After about 90 minutes of successive, grueling 
matches, the champion for each of the seven 
weight categories was determined. Kim, the lieu-
tenant from Battery B, became the welterweight 
champion, and Pfc. Keon Thomas of the 70th Bri-
gade Support Battalion’s Headquarters and Sup-
port Company, became lightweight champion.
  “It feels good to be a winner,” said Kim, “but like 
for every competitor whether they win or lose, it's 
always like a piece of experience. It is just a step-
ping stone throughout my life and I know I always 
have to stay humble.”
  At the end, the winners were handed trophies by 
the Combined Division’s senior enlisted leader, 
Command Sgt. Maj. Edward W. Mitchell.
The seven winners are slated to represent the divi-
sion in the Eighth Army combatives tournament 
scheduled for June 29.
Winners, by weight class, were as follows:
•Flyweight: Pfc. Rebekah Haefele, 2nd Combat 
Aviation Brigade
•Lightweight: Pfc. Keon Thomas, 210th Field Artil-
lery Brigade.
•Welterweight: 1st Lt. Arthur Kim, 210th Field Ar-
tillery Brigade
•Middleweight: Sgt. Jerry Hooker, 2nd Combat Avi-
ation Brigade
•Cruiserweight: Sgt. Jesse Latray, 2nd Combat Avi-
ation Brigade
•Light Heavyweight: Sgt. Kyle Leflore, 2nd Combat 
Aviation Brigade
•Heavyweight: Sgt. Ivy Barton, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Battalion, Combined Divisionx

During the lightweight finals match of the 2nd Infantry Division/ROK-US Combined Division combatives tournament 
on Camp Hovey in Dongducheon June, 9, Pfc. Keon Thomas straddles Sgt. Vergia Farrow while referee Sgt. 
Aaron Rapoza looks on. Thomas, of the division’s Headquarters and Support Company, 70th Brigade Support 
Battalion. 210th Field Artillery Brigade, emerged the winner in the lightweight category. Farrow is with the division’s 
Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion. Rapoza is with the 304th Brigade Support Battalion, 1st Signal Brigade. 
The tournament was held at the Camp Hovey Fitness Center. — U.S. Army photo by Kwon Ki-hyun

210th Field Artillery
among combatives winners

On Camp Hovey in Dongducheon June 9, Soldiers participate in the 2nd Infantry Division/ROK-US Combined Division 
combatives tournament, held at the Camp Hovey Fitness Center. Squaring off at the start of the cruiserweight finals 
match were Sgt. Jesse Latray (left) and Pvt. Noah Rodriguez, both of the division’s 2nd Combat Aviation Brigade. 
Among the tournament’s seven winners were four Soldiers from the aviation brigade, two from the division’s 210th 
Field Artillery Brigade, and one from its Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion.  — U.S. Army photo by Spc. 
Sarah D. Williams



June 23, 2017 Page 9Advertisement



www.army.milMORNING CALMPage 10

By Cpl. Park, Min-je
USAG Yongsan Public Affairs

USAG YONGSAN - The 2nd Annual 2017 U.S. Army Garrison 
Yongsan Family & MWR Pet Expo took place June 3 at the 
Community Dog Playground, Yongsan Pet Care Center. 
More than 200 community members brought their pets to 
the event. 

Several vendors came out to provide pet-related 
information to pet owners. Pets enjoyed water sports at the 
pet swimming pool. Some pet owners dressed up their pets 
in attractive pet attire to compete in the pet costume contest. 
There was a pet talent show for pet owners to show off their 
pet’s ability to perform tricks. Pets interacted with their 
owners, jumping and running around.

“My dog, Coco, was last year’s champion [of pet talent 
show]. We practiced a lot for the show, and I’m sure we will 
win,” said Sun Oben, a participant of the pet talent show. 

According to Gina Nam, project manager for the Pet Care 
Center, the Pet Expo is the only event for pets held at USAG 
Yongsan. 

The expo is primarily a festival for pets and an opportunity 
for pet owners to obtain ideas on how to train their pets, 
Nam said. She and her colleagues aim to disseminate 
accurate pet-related information to pet owners.

The Yongsan Pet Care Center provides various services for 
pet owners. For more information, please call 723-3291.x

By Cpl. Park, Min-je
USAG Yongsan Public Affairs

USAG YONGSAN - The 2017 USAG 
Yongsan Library Summer Reading 
Program kickoff party took place June 
3, at the Yongsan Library. UNC/CFC/
USFK Commander Gen. Vincent K. 
Brooks and his spouse, Dr. Carol 
Brooks, were invited to read a 

storybook to the children. More than 150 
children and parents came to the event 
to enjoy story hour. The Seoul American 
Middle School string ensemble provided 
music to brighten up the atmosphere. 
After the story hour, refreshments were 
served.

According to Esther Kim, Yongsan 
Library supervisory librarian, the 

Summer Reading Program was 
designed to encourage children and 

students to keep reading books during 
the summer vacation. 

“If children don’t read any books 
throughout the summer, they are 
extremely likely to lose their learning 
ability and fall behind their peers 
after they get back to school,” 
Kim said. “It ’s highly 
encouraged for children 
to read at least six 
books during their 
v a c a t i o n .  T h e 
summer reading 
p r o g r a m  w i l l 
help children to 
reach that goal, 
and this is why 
the program is 
important.”

T h e  S u m m e r 
Reading Program 
started June 1 and 
ends July 18. This 

year’s theme is “Reading by Design.” The 
program will continue through June 20, 
July 11, and July 18. For more information, 
please contact the Yongsan Library at 

723-7380.x

at Yongsan Library

UNC/CFC/USFK Commander Gen. Vincent K. Brooks reads a storybook to children 
during the 2017 Summer Reading Program kickoff party, June 5, at the Yongsan 

Library. — U.S. Army photo by Cpl. Park, Min-je 

Children and parents listen intently to the storybook reading at 
the 2017 Summer Reading Program kickoff party, June 5, at the 

Yongsan Library. — U.S. Army photo by Cpl. Park, Min-je

Summer Reading
Program kicks off

Pet Expo brings pets
 and owners together

     Sun Oben, a participant of the pet talent show, 
orders her dog Coco to come close to her during the 
pet talent show, June 3, at the Pet Expo. — U.S. 
Army photo by Cpl. Park, Min-je 

Sgt. James Delucas, an analyst from Marine Corps Forces 
    Korea, plays with a dog in the pet swimming pool 
       installed at the Community Dog Playground, Yongsan 
           Pet Care Center, June 3, during the Pet Expo. 
               — U.S. Army photo by Cpl. Park, Min-je 
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Community members run
in celebration of Army Birthday

By Pfc. Lee, Kyoung-yoon
USAG Yongsan Public Affairs

USAG YONGSAN - Seoul American 
Elementary School held a Blue Ribbon 
Flag-Raising Ceremony, June 6, at the 
Seoul American Elementary Flag pole. 
SAES received the National Blue Ribbon 
award for 2016 for their outstanding 
level of performance in education. 

The National Blue Ribbon Schools 
Program recognizes public and private 
elementary, middle, and high schools 
based on their overall academic excellence 
or progress in closing achievement gaps 
among student subgroups. Every year 
the U. S. Department of Education 
seeks out and celebrates great American 
schools, demonstrating that all students 
can achieve high levels. More than 7,500 
schools across the country have been 
presented with this achievement. The 
National Blue Ribbon School award 
reaffirms the hard work of students, 
educators, families, and communities 
in creating safe and welcoming schools 
where students master challenging 
content. 

Special guest speaker, Dr. Linda Curtis, 
the DoDEA Principal Deputy Director 
and Associate Director of Academics, 
visited the Blue Ribbon awards 
ceremony to share how impressed she 
was with the achievements of SAES. In 

her remarks, she emphasized the hard 
work of teachers, staff members and 
especially the SAES students themselves, 
encouraging them to keep up the great 
work. 

“The teachers, principals, students, 
parents, and local communities 
supporting these schools worked hard 
together to achieve this honor.  This award 
reflects a focus on high standards and 
dedication and teamwork in pursuing 
excellence. On behalf of everyone in the 
DoDEA school system, I would like to 
congratulate everyone associated with 
these schools,” said Curtis.

Dr. Suzanne Landrum, the Principal 
of SAES mentioned the following 
quote said by one of the teachers, “The 
proverb ‘It takes a village to raise a child’ 
is applied with teachers working as a 
family to support, encourage, mentor, 
monitor, and praise the students 
in our school and not just those in 
their perspective classrooms. The 
faculty has come together to deal with 
changes in curriculum, administration, 
high student turnover rate, and the 
challenges that come with being a 
military community in an overseas 
location.”

The ceremony featured children 
waving their blue flags in the air and 
concluded with the big Blue Ribbon 
flag going up the SAES flag pole.x

U.S. Army Garrison Yongsan hosts the Army 5K Fun Run in front of Collier Community Fitness Center, June 10, to celebrate the 
Army Birthday. The Army is 242 years old.  — U.S. Army photo by Pfc. Lee, Kyoung-yoon

Students of Seoul American Elementary School wave their blue ribbon 
flags to show their pride in winning the award. 

— U.S. Army photo by Pfc. Lee, Kyoung-yoon

SAES achieves
Blue Ribbon

award for 2016



SAHS seniors take
 one step forward

to future

Former football coach
Lou Holtz visits USAG Yongsan

1. Seoul American High School (SAHS) seniors finally wrap up the school year and 
graduate June 10, at Collier Community Fitness Center. There are around 130 2017 
graduates. — U.S. Army photo by Cpl. Park, Min-je

2. SAHS students joyfully throw their graduation caps into the air during the gradua-
tion ceremony, June 10, at Collier Community Fitness Center. — U.S. Army photo 
by Staff  Sgt. David Chapman

3. SAHS seniors walk up from Seoul American Elementary School to the high school 
auditorium, June 8, as part of the Baccalaureate walk, in which graduating students 
march towards their proud parents and family. — U.S. Army photo by Cpl. Park, 
Min-je

Former college football coach and television sports commentator Lou Holtz visits U.S. Army 
Garrison Yongsan June 5, speaking to Service members, families and students, sharing his 
leadership ideas and views on life. Accepting a special invitation from Gen. Vincent K. Brooks, 
United States Forces Korea (USFK), Commanding General, Holtz visited the Seoul American High 
School, met with leadership from across the garrison and took time to sign autographs and take 
photos with fans in the area. — U.S. Army photos by Staff  Sgt. David Chapman 

1. Lou Holtz takes a group photo with Sailors from the USFK Navy Element, June 5, at Knight Field 
during the Battle of Midway commemoration ceremony. To his left is Capt. Michael Martin, Navy 
Element Commander for USFK. To his right is Senior Enlisted leader for USFK Navy Element, 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Tiffany Johnson.

2. UNC/CFC/USFK Commander Gen. Vincent K. Brooks shakes hands with Lou Holtz.

3. Lou Holtz talks to Sgt. Maj. Willie Grandison, Eighth Army G-1 Sergeant Major, and autographs 
a football, June 5, at Yongsan Lanes. 

1
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By Staff Sgt. Warren W. Wright Jr.
1st Armored Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division

CAMP HOVEY, South Korea – After 
nine months of intense training and 
readiness-building, the Soldiers of the 
1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Infantry Division are heading home to 
Fort Riley, Kansas after a nine-month 
rotational tour in Korea.

Throughout the month of June the 
Soldiers of the “Devil” brigade will 
return home while Soldiers from the 
Fort Hood, Texas-based 2nd Armored 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry 
Division arrive on the peninsula to take 
over the rotational mission.

During the 1st Infantry Division’s 
1st Armored Brigade Combat Team 
Korea deployment, its combined 
arms battalions rotated through the 
Rodriguez Live Fire Complex in Pocheon 
to conduct gunnery qualif ication 
training as well as squad-, platoon-, and 
company-level live-fire training.

“I’m very proud of our guys and the 
training they’ve done here, from small 
cordon-and-searches and seizures, 
all the way up to our guys f lying off 
[aircraft] carriers in order to conduct 
that same operation but at a higher level 
of proficiency,” said Maj. Austin Maples, 
Devil brigade executive officer. 

“That has built a team within 1st 
Infantry Division, but more importantly 
it has developed our future leaders that 
are going to go out there and continue to 
bring those experiences forward to other 
units as they transition out of the 1st 
Infantry Division,” Maples said.

At the peak of their training, units 
participated in three Warrior Strike 
exercises, which train Soldiers in 
countering weapons of mass destruction.

While each Warrior Strike exercise 
differed in scenario and execution, the 
main training aim of each was to have 
the Soldiers conduct an air assault into 

an area, set up security, clear the area of 
simulated enemies and conduct weapons 
of mass destruction identification and 
site exploitation in order to neutralize 
threats.

The exercises “strengthen our own 
ability to meet our responsibilities here 
on the peninsula in countering weapons 
of mass destruction,” said Maj. Ronald 
Brown, the brigade’s aviation officer and 

lead Warrior Strike planner.  “Also, since 
it’s a combined effort between us and 
the Korean forces, it strengthens our 
relationship with Korean military forces 
in a joint and combined fashion.”

“ The t ra in ing was ext remely 
important,” Maples said. One of the 
training missions was “stopping the 
proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, so there was a lot of training 
in that regard. Training [Soldiers] don’t 
typically get when they are at Fort Riley.”

The deployment marked the first 
time a unit from the 1st Infantry 
Division was actively deployed on 
the Korean peninsula.  While the 
Big Red One has been involved 
in nearly every major conflict in 
its 100-year history, it did not 
participate in the Korean War.  
Now that the Army has started 
sending rotational brigades to 
South Korea, the division has 
added its Korea rotation to its 
long record of accomplishments.

One unique aspect of being stationed 
in South Korea was experiencing first-
hand the partnership the U.S. Army 
shares with its South Korean Army 
counterparts.  Working side-by-side 
with the U.S. Soldiers were South Korean 
Soldiers assigned to the U.S. Army – 
KATUSAs – who live and work alongside 
their American counterparts.

The entire deployment was not 

all work for Devil brigade Soldiers.  
During their down time, many took 
the opportunity to travel throughout 
the peninsula, gaining insight into 
the culture and history of the Korean 
people.

“We are ambassadors [for] the United 
States and I think it’s very important that 
our youngest and 
b r i g h t e s t 
are out 

there getting to experience this, not only 
having a good time for leisure, but also 
to understand the environment they’re 
in and understanding that there’s a face 
to what we’re doing and why we’re doing 
it here in Korea,” Maples said.

The transition of handing over the 
rotational brigade mission to the 1st 
Cavalry Division’s 2nd Armored Brigade 
Combat Team has been “fantastic,” 
Maples said.

The brigade is known as “Black Jack.”
With its arrival, rotational brigades 

wi l l be headquartered at Camp 
Humphreys in Pyeongtaek rather than 
at Camp Hovey in Dongducheon, as had 
been the case till now.

“Black Jack is a great organization,” 
said Maples, “and they are going to 
take over this mission and continue to 
succeed in making this a better location 
in the sense of deterrence and a better 
location in the sense of establishing their 
footprint here at Camp Humphreys.” 

Whi le the deployment was a 
worthwhile and valuable experience 
for the Devil brigade Soldiers, they are 
ready to return home to the Fort Riley 
community and their families that have 
kept the homestead running during 
their absence. x

Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery Regiment, part of the 1st Infantry
Division’s 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, conduct gunnery qualification training

on their M109A6 Paladin self-propfelled howitzers in Yeoncheon-gun, Korea March 29.
 —U.S. Army photo by Capt. Jonathan Camire

Soldiers from 3rd Battalion, 66th Armored Regiment, 1st Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, fire their weapons during training that 
focused on military operations in urban terrain, at the Rodriguez Live Fire 
Complex Dec. 6.  — U.S. Army photo by Capt. Jonathan Camire

1st Infantry Division’s
1st Armored Brigade Combat Team

trained heavily
during nine-month rotation

‘Devil’ Brigade wraps up
Korea tour
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Busan’s Haeundae Beach is a big annual draw for Koreans and 
foreign tourists seeking fun in the sun and surf. For a small price 
beachgoers can rent an umbrella, pad and inflatable tube for a 
day. Hotels and restaurants are minutes away from the beach. 

—U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Jeff  Troth

A rented inflatable tube is nice for riding 
the waves but not necessary for enjoying 

the water. —U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 
1st Class Jeff  Troth

A sail boat glides past as 
beachgoers take their 
summer ease on the white 
sands of Haeundae. 
—U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 
1st Class Jeff  Troth

Busan’s Yonggungsa is a temple on Korea’s seacoast and a favorite 
spot for watching the sun rise. Erected in 1376 and just 10 minutes 
up the coast from Haeundae Beach, the temple is home to a giant 
gold Buddha and a Buddhist Goddess of Mercy. —U.S. Army 
photo by Sgt. 1st Class Jeff  Troth

By Sgt. 1st Class Jeff Troth
jefferey.l.troth.mil@mail.mil

The following article on Haeundae was 
first published in the Morning Calm edi-
tion of Sept. 14, 2012. It is being reprinted 
for the benefit of our newer readers.

BUSAN –  If you missed getting to the beach 
this summer, you’ve got something to look 
forward to next season with a trip to Busan, 
South Korea’s second-largest city and princi-
pal seaport.

 Busan, on the peninsula’s southeast, is a 
city that has everything – six beaches, in-
cluding the ever-popular Haeundae – moun-
tain trails, traditional and modern shopping 
districts, spas, temples and fortresses. 

Getting to Busan is easy and quick if you 
grab the Korea Train eXpress, or KTX, which 

c o v -
ers the 250 

miles from Seoul 
Station to Busan in just 

2.5 hours. 
Before you begin your journey 

though, get online at http://www.korail.
com/ and purchase your KTX ticket, as seats 
have to be reserved.

Bus and taxi stands are right outside Bu-
san Station to get you to your hotel. Mine 
was near Haeundae Beach, less than 30 min-
utes by bus.

I decided on a trip to Haeundae because of 
its crescent-shaped white-sand beach and 
the numerous activities it affords. 

The swim area extends pretty far but I 
didn’t encounter water deeper than six feet. 
A well-equipped platoon of life guards – 
some on the beach, others on jet skis – keeps 
a watchful eye over those in and near the 
water.

For a small price beachgoers can rent an 
umbrella, a mat they can lay on the sand, 
and a flotation device. 

Those wanting to get on the Internet can 
do so thanks to the free WiFi Busan provides 
at all its beaches and 19 other tourist venues.

For a good look at what lives below the 
water’s surface, the Busan Aquarium, which 
is on Haeundae Beach, is the place to do it.

Its three underground levels contain 
35,000 species of fish, algae, reptiles and am-
phibians. An 80-meter tunnel along the 
“seabed” allows visitors to walk along the 
ocean floor with various sea creatures swim-
ming above.

Busan’s Haedong Yonggung Temple is on 
a cliff just 10 minutes from Haeundae. 

The temple was built in 1376 and has be-
sides its main sanctuary a giant gold Buddha 
and a Buddhist Goddess of Mercy, before 
which visitors light incense.

For more tourist information about Busan, 
visit http://english.busan.go.kr. x

Sun, surf, sand
await

at Haeundae
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Story by Capt. Jonathon Daniell
35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade 
Public Affairs

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea - Col. 
Richard W. Wright assumed command 
of the 35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade 
from Col. Mark A. Holler during a 
change of command ceremony hosted 
by Lt. Gen. Thomas Vandal, Eighth 
Army commanding general, June 9 here.

The 35th ADA BDE is the only for-
ward-stationed air defense artillery bri-
gade in the U.S. Army and provides aeri-
al surveillance and ballistic missile 
defense in support of Eighth Army and 
United States Forces Korea. 

“Over the last two years, we have faced 
a very unpredictable and growing threat 
here in the Republic of Korea,” Vandal 
said.  “However, thanks to the Soldiers 
and leaders of the Dragon Brigade, and 
its outstanding performance, we’ve 
demonstrated time and time again we 
have a credible deterrence on this penin-
sula, and the 35th ADA Brigade is cer-
tainly ready to fight tonight.” 

During Holler’s tenure, the brigade 
launched the largest Patriot moderniza-
tion effort ever conducted outside a U.S. 
depot facility, enhanced joint and com-
bined interoperability during peninsu-
la-wide exercises, and integrated the 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense 
system into the layered air defense mis-
sion on the Peninsula. 

“In this command, we establish leader-
to-led relationships in what Command 

Sgt. Maj. McCray and I call the CTA, 
communication, trust and accountabili-
ty,” said Holler during his speech. 

“Leaders throughout the Dragon Bri-
gade have bought into the CTA, and that 
is why this is an elite unit, and the most 
accomplished air defense artillery bri-
gade in our Army,” he said. 

Holler will serve as the executive offi-
cer to the inspector general at the Penta-
gon for his next assignment. 

Wright comes to Korea from Stuttgart, 
Germany, where he served as the deputy 
division chief for missile defense, J5/8, 

United States European Command. 
“I’m honored for the opportunity to 

serve with each and every one of you as 
the newest member of the 35th ADA 
Brigade team,” Wright said. “Together 
we will be ready in defense as the Army’s 
most capable, lethal, and disciplined air 
defense brigade, trained to fight tonight, 
fight together, and fight strong.”  

The 35th ADA BDE is dispersed across 
four locations on the Korean Peninsula, 
and is the only brigade in the U.S. Army 
that employs the Patriot, Avenger and 
THAAD weapon systems. x

Lt. Gen. Thomas Vandal, Eighth Army 
commanding general (back to 
camera), passes the brigade colors 
to Col. Richard Wright during the 
35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade 
change of command ceremony June 
9 at Osan Air Base, South Korea. 
Wright took command of the 35th 
ADA Bde from Col. Mark Holler. 
— U.S. Army photo by Cpl. 
Mincheol Chang

35th Air Defense Artillery Brigade (shown here) held its change of command 
ceremony June 9 at Osan Air Base, South Korea. Col. Mark Holler relinquished 
command of the Dragon Brigade to Col. Richard Wright. — U.S. Army photo by 
Staff  Sgt. Monik Phan

Humphreys High School Class of 2017 graduates
U.S. Army photos by Bob McElroy
USAG Humphreys Public Affairs

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – The 
Humphreys High School Class of 2017 graduated 
June 8 amid high hopes and best wishes for the 
future. U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys commander 
Col. Joseph C. Holland was the featured speaker. 

Holland praised the graduates for their strength 

and resiliency and reminded them that they should 
measure their success in life by the quality of their 
character, the content of their souls and the good 
things they do for others rather than the size of their 
bank account or number of possessions. 

He advised the graduates to have fun in life but to 
keep those they love close and to leave the world a 
better place for their presence. 

“Do your best to bring joy and happiness to 
others,” he said.

Humphreys High School graduated 36 seniors 
this year.  The valedictorian was Miguel Castro, the 
salutatorian was Emily Yang. x

35th ADA BDE welcomes new commander

Humphreys High School English teacher Clara 
Davis sings “You light up my life” to the graduating 
class on June 8.

Humphreys High School senior class president 
Garrett Taylor (right) and U.S. Army Garrison 
Humphreys commander Col. Joseph C. Holland 
share a laugh after Taylor presented Holland with 
a gift from the graduating class. Holland was the 
featured speaker at the graduation June 8.

Humphreys High School principal Maria Buchwald (left) 
presents Valedictorian Miguel Castro with his diploma 
at the school’s graduation ceremony on June 8.



June 23, 2017 Page 19Advertisement



Runners earn spots on 8th Army 
Ten-Miler team

Runners take off from in front of Humphreys High School on Camp Humphreys to compete for a chance to represent 8th Army in this year’s 
Army Ten Miler in Washington, D.C.  — U.S. Army photos by Bob McElroy, USAG Humphreys Public Affairs

Overall first place finisher Paul Slife crosses the 

finish line with a winning time of 1:11:04. — 

U.S. Army photos by Bob McElroy, USAG 

Humphreys Public Affairs

Top males : 

•�Pfc. Leonard Pagon, 576th Engineer Company, Camp 

Humphreys 

•�Cpt. Jose Capellan, Headquarters and Headquarters 

Company, 19th Expeditionary Sustainment Com-

mand, Camp Walker

•�Sgt. Edmond Kipium, Headquarters and Headquar-

ters Battalion 8th Army, Yongsan

•��Capt. Bruce Nessler, Trial Defense, Camp Humphreys 

•��Spc. Eduardo Hernandez, 39th Quartermaster Com-

pany, Camp Humphreys

First place in the men’s military category Pfc. 

Leonard Pagon crosses the finish line with a time 

of 1:13:24. — U.S. Army photos by Bob McEl-

roy, USAG Humphreys Public Affairs

Top females : 

•�Spc. Allison Corvo, 629th Medical Company Area Sup-

port, Camp Stanley

•�Spc. Valerie Velez-Cabrera, Headquarters and Head-

quarters Company, 3-2nd General Support Aviation Bat-

talion, Camp Humphreys

•�Sgt. Tasha Osborne, Company E., 3-2nd General Support 

Aviation Battalion, Camp Humphreys

First place in the women’s military category Spc. 

Allison Corvo with a time of 1:21:11.  — U.S. Army 

photos by Bob McElroy, USAG Humphreys Public 

Affairs

Alternates : 

•�Lt. Col. Timothy Mahoney, Headquarters and Head-

quarters Detachment, 94th Military Police Battalion, 

Camp Humphreys

•�Sgt. Terence Turner, Company A., 602nd Aviation Sup-

port Battalion, Camp Humphreys

•Spc.  Joni Jackson, AFN Daegu, Camp Walker 

•�1st Lt. Damir Nessler, Company F., 3-2nd General Sup-

port Aviation Battalion, Camp Humphreys
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By 1st Lt. Katelyn N. Radack 
2nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Public Affairs

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea - 
Nearly every unit in Korea spends time 
at the Multi-purpose Range Complex. 
While for most units that time means 
qualifying on their weapons, for the Ver-
tical Platoon of the 643rd Engineer Sup-
port Company their two weeks at the 
range meant construction.

Recently reassigned to Korea as part of 
Task Force War Horse, 602nd Air Sup-
port Battalion, 2nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade, the “Wolfpack” engineer com-
pany has the only vertical engineering 
platoon on the peninsula and is already 
making a big impact.

During their deployment to the range 
complex from May 17-31, the 37 Soldiers 
and one KATUSA built two South East 
Asia Huts—stilt-raised single-room 
structures that serve as warming or cool-
ing stations in extreme weather condi-
tions—replaced two decades-old wood-
en grenade bunkers on Arapaho Range 
with more-durable concrete models and 
erected a guard station at the entrance to 
Warrior Valley as part of a range im-
provement initiative.  

Besides helping range operations up-
date and improve their facilities, the pla-
toon also built 20 Czech Hedgehogs—
spiked obstacles used to deter vehicle 
entry—and inert improvised explosive 

devices to help 1-5 Infantry Battalion, 
25th Infantry Division’s breaching and 
demolitions training.

As a vertical construction platoon, the 
skills needed to erect these structures are 
mission essential tasks for the Soldiers 
specializing as plumbers, electricians, 
and masons and carpenters. These skills 
include: construction of wood-frame 
structures, and installation of electrical 
utilities for the SEA Huts; construction 
of concrete structures such as the gre-
nade bunkers; and project management, 
a skill underlying the entire period of 
operations. 

Platoon Leader 1st Lt. Michael Bur-
keen and Platoon Sergeant Sgt. 1st Class 
Mark Lake’s ambitious build schedule 
spread the platoon among four con-
struction sites over the two weeks of op-
erations, with as many as three sites ac-
tive on any day.  The platoon relied on 
their three sergeant squad leaders to 
provide effective independent project 
management at each site.  

“They chose the team leaders to each 
project based on their experience in sim-
ilar projects, like cement, or wood-frame 
construction,” said Spc. Daniel Clemen, 
a carpenter. “Everyone had a hand in 
each of the sites though…it was nice to 
have a mission that brought everyone to-
gether to do good construction that was 
going to be meaningful to the Rodriguez 
Range complex.”

This was the largest-scale mission for 

the platoon since arriving in Korea. The 
range of projects gave Soldiers a chance 
to brush up on their skills.

“I really enjoyed building the stairs for 
each of the SEA Huts. It requires a cer-
tain type of math that I haven’t done 
since I graduated from AIT.  It was nice 
to get a refresher,” Clemen said. “I really 
had to sit down and rethink it, and recal-
culate my equations to overcome differ-
ent obstacles since each house was a dif-
ferent height, so required a unique set of 
math.”

Burkeen and Lake also challenged 

their platoon to rise to the battle-ready 
standards of the Korean theatre.  The 
Soldiers conducted operations in the 
warrior standard for the first week to 
train and test their stamina, and build 
resilience to execute operations in a sim-
ulated hostile environment.

“It really does slow operations when 
Soldiers are weighted down by their full 
kit,” reflects Burkeen on the decision, es-
timating a two-day difference in con-
struction time between constructing the 
SEA Hut with and without the heavy 
protective equipment. 

“It really helped our Soldiers with the 
familiarization to their equipment and…
was part of our troop leading procedures 
to build readiness in regards to the fight 
tonight standard.”

The engineers’ operations involved 
two key collaborations with a fellow U.S. 
unit and with local Korean partners.  

Conducting demolition and clearance 
operations with the engineer’s obstacles 
added ‘train like we fight’- realism to the 
1-5 infantrymen’s mission and allowed 
the vertical engineers the opportunity to 
cross train on skills more common to 
their combat engineer brothers.

Constructing the concrete grenade 
bunkers involved a close collaboration 
with local Korean suppliers to resource 
and pour the cement. 

According to Burkeen, by the time his 
Engineers finished their projects they 
provided 1,312.5 man hours of labor and 
used 290 pounds of nails, 1,539 boards of 
lumber and 454 sheets of plywood, Bur-
keen said.

 “This was a great opportunity for our 
Soldiers to train on tasks that can be dif-
ficult or costly at times to set up,” Bur-
keen said. “This is a legacy of our time in 
Korea and we’re proud that we could 
provide newer, safer training facilities for 
many years to come.” x

Spc. Daniel Clemen cuts rebar to reinforce the new concrete grenade bunkers at Arapaho Range. The platoon demolished the 
two existing wooden structures and replaced them with concrete constructions. Besides being more durable, the new bunkers 
incorporate an additional safety feature—a planed floor and pipe to funnel dropped ordinance away from personnel. — U.S. 
Army photos by 1st Lt. Michael Burkeen
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643rd ‘Wolfpack’ Engineers go to the range 
but build instead of shoot

Team leader Sgt. Eric Dubard (standing, blue helmet) 
supervises his Soldiers as they smooth the newly poured 
concrete for a grenade bunker at Arapaho Range. 
— U.S. Army photos by 1st Lt. Michael Burkeen
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By Intern Shin, Hyo-ju
USAG Daegu Public Affairs

USAG DAEGU, South Korea – Evacuations must be nec-
essary when we face either man-made or natural disas-
ters. In order to deal with such situations, United States 
Army Garrison Daegu and Area IV held its annual Non-
combatant Evacuation Operation exercise at Camp 
Walker Kelly Gym. The exercise started on June 4 for set-
ting up, and it was going along during a week. 

NEO exercises were regularly scheduled annual train-
ing events held twice a year. This is not in response to 
North Korea provocations or other real-world circum-
stances. United States Forces Korea has conducted NEO 
exercised under the name Focused Passage and Coura-
geous Channel since 1996. NEO exercises under other 
names were conducted prior to 1996.

“If we are in the dangerous environment, we should 
prepare to leave the peninsula,” said Aaron Bench, NEO 
Warden at USAG Daegu. “The purpose of NEO exercise 
is to quickly and safely move Non-Combatant Evacuees 

from foreign countries where their lives may be endan-
gered by war, civil unrest, or natural disaster as soon as 
possible,” said Bench.

During the exercise, noncombatant evacuees are re-
quired to have their NEO packets checked by their unit 
NEO warden. Civilians can walk step-by-step through 
the process that would be used in a real-world NEO. First 
they register in the NEO Tracking System, and visit the 
various stations including NEO Packet Verification, 
Housing, Finance, Legal, Vet Services, ACS, Red Cross, 
Chaplain, Mask Verification and Mask Training in order. 
The exercise ends with Unit Verification and Checkout.

American Red Cross offers different services for evacu-
ees during a NEO including a Safe and Well website for 
people. “The Safe and Well website will allow people who 
are affected by a disaster to enter information regarding 
their welfare so family and friends can check their status,” 
said Mia Bostic, American Red Cross Area IV Regional 
Program Manager. “So as they move from one location to 
another, there will be Red Cross office. They can go and 
update their messages there. It means people can let 

their families know that they are safe, and they are now 
in for example Okinawa, Tokyo, or in the United States 
through this website.”

The exercise is critical to the readiness of family mem-
bers and Department of Defense-affiliated personnel in 
the event of an evacuation. This exercise improves overall 
mission readiness by executing unit and individual level 
administrative tasks, leading to a higher state of readi-
ness during real-world NEO operation.

“We expect this operation to be really helpful to 
Non-Combatant Evacuees,” said Lee Andrew, NEO War-
den at USAG Daegu. “The operation is holding up 
smoothly. Every NCEs can get in and check their packets, 
so when the situation happens all of a sudden, they are 
ready for the emergency.”

“Actually, this is my second NEO exercise,” said Grady 
Murray, Area IV civilian. “Everything is put together real-
ly nicely and the wardens are so friendly to us. I think this 
exercise is naturally needed. Nobody knows what could 
happen, so this is really important to prepare for the situ-
ation.” x

By Pfc. Kim, Bum-joon
USAG Daegu Public Affairs

USAG DAEGU, South Korea – On June 8, United States 
Army Garrison Daegu conducted training for the im-
plementation of the Army policy on military service of 
transgender Soldiers at Camp Henry Theater. The pur-
pose of the training was to educate garrison employees 
about Department of Defense and Army policy allow-
ing open service of transgender Soldiers, and an over-
view of roles, responsibilities and associated processes.

“Starting today, otherwise qualified Service Members 
can no longer be involuntarily separated, discharged, or 
denied reenlistment or continuation of service just for 
being transgender.”

This is a statement from U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Ash Carter on June 30, 2016. Since his announcement, 
transgender Americans can serve openly, and no longer 
be discharged or otherwise separated from the military 
just for being transgender. The Defense department de-
cided that the military will conduct training over the 
next 9 months. The training at Camp Henry was car-
ried out according to this decision.

The training consists of three parts. First, it provided 
general understanding about the newly applied Trans-

gender Service Policy. The policy ensures all soldiers are 
treated with dignity and respect at all times. Once Sol-
dier’s gender transition is complete and their gender 
marker in Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting 
System is changed, the Solider is expected to adhere to 
all military standards associated with the their gender 
marker in DEERS. This includes usage of billeting, 
bathroom and shower facilities. 

The second part of the training was an emphasis on 
the prohibition of harassment and discrimination of 
transgender Soldiers. Equal opportunity policies apply 
to working, living, and recreational environment (on 
and off-post, during duty and non-duty hours). There-
fore, all members of the Army must maintain good or-
der and discipline regardless of rank. Lastly, training in-
troduced several vignettes about what might happen 
concerning this agenda.

“Army is a large organization, it takes time to put out 
new policies,” said Lt. Col. Cecile Warren, 19th Expedi-
tionary Sustainment Command EO program manager 
and the instructor of the training. “These trainings are 
needed to make sure the guid- ance is under-
stood, easy to digest, and to ensure ev-
eryone has it in core when it is imple-
mented.”  

The military Services will begin ac-
cessing transgender appli- cants who 
meet all standards starting from July 1. 
For more information, re- fer to the 
policy. x

Kendra Ricketts and Philip Chang register Non-Combatant Evacuees in the Non-Combatant Evacuation Operation Tracking System at the Camp Walker Kelly Fitness 
Gym, June 5-9, 2017.  — U.S. Army photo by Intern Shin, Hyo-ju

Practice to Prepare

We Go Together, No MatterWhat

Lt. Col. Cecile Warren, 19th Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command Equal Opportunity program manager, educates Area 
IV employees about Department of Defense and Army policy 
allowing open service of transgender Soldiers, and an overview of 
roles, responsibilities and associated processes at the Camp Henry 
Theater, June 8.  —  U.S. Army photo by Pfc. Kim, Bum-joon
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By Cpl. Sin, Jae-hyung
19th ESC Public Affairs

BUSAN, South Korea – Nearly 40 pieces 
of equipment were transported up the 
Korean Peninsula by combined effort 
between the Republic of Korea and Unit-
ed States Army. The 19th Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command executed com-
bined reception, staging and onward 
movement operations in coordination 
with ROK forces, June 12-16.

The RSO field training exercise tests 
the ROK and the U.S military’s ability to 
transition personnel and equipment into 
operationally viable forces. Its intent is to 
enhance combat readiness and ROK-U.S 
interoperability during RSO operations 
in a combined environment by assuming 
U.S rotational forces deployment. 

“RSO operation is key because once 
we evacuate all necessary personnel off 
the peninsula, we do our job as logisti-
cians and bring more supplies on,” said 
2nd Lt. Tobin Cooper, RSO officer in 
charge, 551st Inland Cargo Transfer 
Company. “We really sustain the fight, 
which is our mission.”  

Soldiers from various organizations 
supported the multi-day operation. The 
ROK assets included: Transportation 
Company, 2nd Operational Command 
and Third Republic of Korea Army.  U.S. 
support included the 19th ESC staff, 
94th Military Police Battalion, 25th 
Transportation Battalion, 837th Trans-
portation Battalion and Materiel Sup-
port Command - Korea.

Cargo and equipment were received 
and pre-positioned at the Busan Storage 
Center, June 13. The equipment included 
Container Express, Load Handling Sys-

tem, Medium Tactical Vehicles, cots, 
generators and fuel cans. The next day, 
those pieces were staged in four different 
serials, all of which employed land assets 
for transportation. 

“Readiness and preparation made this 
operation successful,” said Staff Sgt. 
Chan Yun, transportation section chief, 
551st ICTC. “During the down time we 
have to train soldiers, especially on cargo 
for better proficiency. The fact that ROK 
and U.S. forces train together in RSO op-
erations enables more effective commu-
nication during contingencies and that 
makes this exercise meaningful.”

After a number of rehearsals, and final 
preparations, combined convoy opera-
tions were finally executed, June 15. Each 
serial was escorted and secured by one 
ROK security and 94th MP vehicle 
throughout the onward movement. 
ROK contractors, ROK Transportation 

Co., and U.S. convoys departed, fully 
loaded, from the BSC to their designated 
destinations in 30-minute intervals. 

“In times of contingency, this is an op-
eration that we have to know forward 
and backward,” explained Cooper. “We 
have to be able to execute on a moment’s 
notice with very little coordination, so it 
has to be a muscle memory. The more we 
practice, the quicker we can actually acti-
vate, mobilize and start doing the job.” 

While helicopters provided aerial se-
curity, the convoys downloaded their 
loads at their final destinations and com-
pleted a safe delivery of all notional, ro-
tational assets in a timely manner. 

“RSO operations validate the ROK-U.
S. alliance because it really allows us to 
work out the kinks in our system,” said 
Cooper. “Usually there is very little com-
munication, other than just general co-
ordination of time, location and place. 
But this really allows us to get face time 
with our allies and to examine common 
and different standards of operating pro-
cedures and how we run convoys.” 

The 19th ESC will now review the les-
sons learned from these operations to 
build closer coordination systems with 
the ROK forces and to identify sustain-
able solutions to shortfalls for future 
RSO operations. x

On May 25, Brig. Gen. John P. Sullivan, 
commanding general of the 19th 
Expeditionary Sustainment Command, 
was confirmed for promotion to the 
rank of major general. Lt. Gen. Thomas 
S. Vandal, commanding general of 
Eighth Army – Korea, officiated the 
promotion ceremony for Sullivan to the 
rank of major general at the Evergreen 
Country Club, June 12. 
Sullivan was joined by his wife, Jennifer, 
children, John and Alanna, and niece, 
Isabella Webster. Sullivan is scheduled 
to relinquish command of the 19th ESC 
in September. He has been selected to 
serve as the Assistant Deputy Chief of 
Staff, G-4, at the Pentagon for his next 
assignment. — U.S. Army photo by 
Cpl. Sin, Jae-hyung, 19th ESC Public 
Affairs
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Combined Effort Moves Assets up 
the Korean Peninsula

551st Inland Cargo Transfer Company Soldiers download 
cargo containers as part of a combined reception, staging and 
onward movement operations exercise at the Busan Storage 
Center, June 14. The containers were later loaded onto vehicles 
for transportation to their final destination as part of the joint 
training. — U.S. Army photo by Cpl. Sin, Jae-hyung

551st Inland Cargo Transfer Company Soldiers perform 
vehicle preventive maintenance checks and services 

prior to loading equipment for joint convoy operations 
at the Busan Storage Center, June 14. — U.S. Army 

photo by Cpl. Sin, Jae-hyung
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By Pvt. Kong, Il-woong
19th ESC Public Affairs

WAEGWAN, South Korea – The 6th 
Ordnance Battalion hosted the 15th An-
nual Hill 303 Wreath Laying and Memo-
rial Ceremony at the Hill 303 monument 
near Camp Carroll in Waegwan, June 16 

to honor the memory of fallen heroes of 
the Korean War.

According to an official report, on Aug. 
14, 1950, 26 American soldiers were sur-
prised and captured by North Koreans 
whom the Americans had reason to be-
lieve were reinforcements. The men were 
stripped of their combat boots and per-

sonal belongings and their hands were 
tied behind their backs. The second day 
after capture, several other American 
prisoners joined their group, bringing 
the total number to 45. On the third day 
all of the prisoners were led to a ravine, 
and without warning, while their hands 
were tied, were shot in cold blood.

“I felt grateful and sorry for American 
Soldiers’ devoted sacrifice for defending 
the f lame of democracy burning in 
South Korea,” said Mr. Song In-Tae, Hill 
303 Memorial Ceremony coordinator. 
“The ceremony started as a good neigh-
bor program managed by 6th Ordnance 
Battalion, but now it became a valuable 
ROK-U.S. alliance ceremony that a lot of 
citizens participate in.”

Soldiers hiked up the steep hill early in 
the morning. When they reached the 
top they, together with the Korea Veter-
ans Association and local students, laid 
a wreath and flowers on the memorial. 

In the afternoon, 6th Ordnance Bat-
talion Soldiers, Korean War veterans, 
USAG-Daegu, elected officials and Seok-
Jeon Middle School students gathered to 
pay respects. They laid wreaths and roses 
to honor the heroes who fell at Hill 303 
in Waegwan.

“The significance of this event is not 
just the fallen soldiers on Hill 303, but 
rather the people here today,” said Capt. 
Trevor L. Wild, Commander 84th Ord-
nance Company, 6th Ordnance Battal-
ion. “Everyone here has come together to 
remember that even when we have been 
captured and subjected to the supreme 
brutality of the enemy. The ROK-US alli-
ance has endured and shown its might 
in the daunting face of death.” 

Song offered a final thought on the 
meaning of the day.

“Through this ceremony, we should 
never forget the noble sacrifice of the 
fallen heroes, thinking about the pre-
cious values of freedom and peace,” said 
Song. “They sacrificed for the freedom 
and peace in the Republic of Korea. 
Therefore, keeping our freedom and 
peace through strengthening the ROK-
US alliance is the best way to honor their 
sacrifice.” x

ROK-US Alliance Cherished
the Memory of the Honorable Heroes

Korean War Veterans laid wreaths and pay respect to the 42 brothers who fell at Hill 303 in Waegwan. —  Photo courtesy of  19th 
ESC Public Affairs

Maj. Gen. John P. Sullivan, Commanding General 19th Expeditionary Sustainment 
Command, speaks with soldiers at the Sustainer Grill in Camp Henry on the 242nd 
Army birthday before the ceremonial cake cutting with the oldest and youngest 
soldiers in attendance, June 14.  — U.S. Army photo by Pvt. Kong, Il-woong, 19th 
ESC Public Affairs

Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Robinson, Pfc. Jaimee Cuyler and Maj. Gen. John P. Sullivan 
make the traditional first cut into the 242nd Army birthday cake during a ceremony 
held at the Sustainer Grill in Camp Henry, June 14.  — U.S. Army photo by Pvt. 
Kong, Il-woong, 19th ESC Public Affairs
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Maj. Gen. Tammy S. Smith, Deputy Commanding 
General – Sustainment, Eighth Army, provides the 
keynote address during the 19th Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company’s annual Pride Month 
Observance, June 7. Since 2011, June has been 
dedicated as the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Pride month.  — U.S. Army photo by 
Cpl. Sin, Jae-hyung

By 1st Lt. Ellen C. Brabo
19th ESC Public Affairs

DAEGU, South Korea – On June 2, 2000, President 
Bill Clinton established the month of June as ‘gay 
and lesbian pride month’. In 2011, taking another 
step toward inclusiveness, President Barack Obama 
added the transgender community to the official 
pride month proclamation. LGBT Pride Month was 
originally established in honor of the Stonewall 
riots of 1969. The riots were a turning point in a 
movement to outlaw discriminatory practices to-
ward the LGBT community in America. The 19th Ex-
peditionary Sustainment Command Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company hosted its annual Pride 
Month Observance at the Camp Henry Theater, 
June 6. 

“Pride is a celebration of authenticity,” said Maj. 
Gen. Tammy Smith, Deputy Commanding General 
– Sustainment, Eighth Army.

Smith, the first openly gay general officer in the 
United States Army, was the guest speaker for this 
year’s observance. Having enrolled in the Reserve 
Officer Training Corps at the University of Oregon 
in 1982, just one year after the Department of De-
fense instituted a policy banning gays from serving 
in the military, Smith spent more than two decades 
of her career hiding her ‘true self ’ and compartmen-
talizing her personal and professional life.

In 1993, Clinton signed the policy “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” into law. To Smith, it felt like progress. 

“Even though you couldn’t know who I was, at 
least now, just knowing that I could be in the mili-
tary, was progress,” said Smith.

After much consideration, Smith made the deci-
sion to retire from the U.S. Army in 2009, after 24 
dedicated years of service. However, the conversa-
tion amongst the military community and across 
America was shifting.  The conversation to repeal 
the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law had started and se-
nior military leaders were engaging.

“We have in place a policy that forces young men 
and women to lie about who they are in order to de-
fend their fellow citizens,” said Adm. Mike Mullen, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, when address-
ing the Senate Armed Forces Committee in 2010.

Due to this shift in conversation, Smith withdrew 
her retirement and deployed to Afghanistan. For 
Smith, Mullen had provided hope. On September 
20, 2011 the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” law was repealed, 
setting the end of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” era. 

“When I woke up that morning in Afghanistan, I 
thought today is different,” said Smith. “For the first 
time in 25 years the weight of the world had lifted 
off of my shoulders.”

Soon after, Smith was promoted to the rank of 
Brigadier General. Once promoted to the rank of 
general officer, Smith understood her life would be-
come not only more visible, but her compartments 
would have to go. Her staff would need to know 
about her personal life in order to assist her on a 
daily basis. 

“My first thought was humbling that the Army 
would have as much confidence in me to allow me 

to continue to serve at that level,” shared Smith. “But 
the very next emotion that I felt was panic. I had 
spent my life perfecting living in compartments.”

By selecting her wife and father to pin her rank at 
her promotion ceremony, Smith was electing to out 
herself to the military community and what would 
soon be the entire world.  

“The Army helped me prepare,” said Smith. “They 
sent me to a special Public Affairs Course to be able 
to talk in public about my family situation for any 
media that might come up. Frankly, I didn’t think it 
was going to be as big of a story as it was.”

The following day, Smith realized she had not only 
made local and domestic news, but international 
news as well. However, as a result, the anticipated 
hate mail did not come. Not one person sent Smith 
or her family negative letters or e-mails. Every piece 
of feedback Smith received was positive and sup-
portive.

“In a way it was like medicine that healed,” said 
Smith. “Your entire life you get told you are a little 
less than. To be in [the] position that I was where 
from the general public I got positive feedback, it 
was healing to me … it helped me then to start to 
move to [a] place where I could push away [the] 

internalized homophobia and be comfortable with 
who I was without having to live those compart-
ments.”

As a military community, it is important to create 
an environment of equality and inclusiveness built 
on the Army Values. As leaders and peers, non-com-
missioned officers and junior soldiers, the respon-
sibility falls to each individual within the ranks to 
create a culture that allows each member to feel em-
braced. As a leader, it can sometimes prove difficult 
but not impossible.

“I think that you have to get out of your comfort 
zone,” advised Smith. “You have to have some con-
versations and do some education yourself that 
makes you uncomfortable. When you are able then 
to not only see other people’s differences but take 
your place to [one] of comfort with difference, then 
you can set the conditions that will create an inclu-
sive culture.”

Our all-volunteer force is unique in that the things 
that make us diverse are the things that can bring us 
together. There is added value in our differences. 

“We are a values based Army and we treat every-
one with dignity and respect,” said Cpt. Michael 
King, 19th ESC HHC Commander. x

Finding Hope 
through Progress

Members of the Equal Opportunity 
workforce within Area IV speak with Maj. 

Gen. Tammy S. Smith, Deputy Commanding 
General – Sustainment, Eighth Army, 

following the conclusion of the 19th 
Expeditionary Sustainment Command, 

Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company’s annual Pride Month 

Observance, June 7. Smith is the first openly 
gay general officer in the U.S. Army and was 

the guest speaker for this year’s observance. 
— U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Uriah Walker
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