
I’ve taken my share of boating courses and always carry more than the 
minimum requirement of protective gear whenever I go out on the water. I 
also always leave a float plan. It’s nothing fancy — just a piece of notebook 
paper with the names of my passengers, where I intend to launch, where I am 
going, the type of vessel and my expected time of return. Unfortunately, as I 
learned firsthand, not all boat owners are as serious about safety.

We didn’t brief a change in plans and because of 
it, I watched as my friend walked toward certain 
death from the main rotor blades.

As a soon-to-be Army aviator about to start flight 
school, I did the stereotypical thing and bought a 
motorcycle. Looking back, I should have put more 
thought into what type of bike would best suit a new 
rider instead of focusing on speed and style.

Mentoring can help keep Soldiers 
safe. Find out what you can do 
to protect your Soldiers with the 
Motorcycle Mentorship Program.

ReportIt is the single Army 
accident and risk management 
system for collecting injury, illness 
and loss data.

The latest installment of the Army’s Ready 
… or Not? campaign is now available and 
contains a new collection of safety posters and 
articles to help Soldiers and leaders prepare 
for the unique challenges the next few months 
will bring. Click here to learn more.
 
 Are you Ready … or Not?
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