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A 26-year-old Soldier on PCS leave was
handling a .45-caliber handgun in the
presence of friends when he discharged
a round that struck him in the head.
The Soldier had been consuming

)»” E alcohol.
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A 29-year-old Soldier was handling his
pistol in his apartment with another
Soldier when it discharged. The Soldier
was holding the pistol to his temple
when he discharged a round. He was
pronounced dead at a local medical
center. Both Soldiers had been
consuming alcohol.
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A 31-year-old Soldier was handling his
newly purchased handgun while sitting
in a vehicle with three other Soldiers at
an off-post residence. The Soldier

fired a round that struck him in the

We're bombarded with messages informing us we shouldn’t drink and

drive because alcohol impairs judgment and slows reaction time, which he“‘!- He was evacuated to a local
can make our vehicles deadly weapons. So why do we continue to see medical center .und pronounced dead
Soldiers consuming alcohol and handling firearms, which are designed later that morning.

to be deadly weapons without the addition of alcohol?
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DON'T LET THIS BE YOU!

From FY09 to FY13, 16 Soldiers lost their lives to
off-duty unintended/negligent discharge accidents
with privately owned weapons.

The Soldier most commonly involved in a fatal
negligent discharge accident is a male specialist or
sergeant between the ages of 21 and 26.
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YOU'VE GOT A SHOT AT SAFETY

Not all weapons operate in the same manner. Proficiency with your assigned
military weapon does not make you an expert on all weapons. If you are handling
a new weapon, read the owner’s manual carefully and take a safety class.

Privately owned weapons accidents commonly occur in social settings. If you
see someone handling a weapon while under the influence of alcohol or in an
unsafe manner, take action.
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https://safety.army.mil/MEDIA/VideoLibrary/VideoPlayer/TabId/112/VideoId/207/Spring-Safety-2014-Weapons.aspx
https://safety.army.mil/OFF-DUTY/PrivatelyOwnedWeapons.aspx
https://safety.army.mil/ON-DUTY/RangeandWeaponsSafetyToolbox.aspx
https://safety.army.mil/
https://safety.army.mil/MEDIA/SafetyFeeds.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Army-Combat-ReadinessSafety-Center/61118583543
http://www.youtube.com/user/USArmySafety
https://safety.army.mil/ShrinkLink/516
https://safec2zppub1.nase.ds.army.mil/MEDIA/Knowledge/TabId/97/artmid/478/articleid/214/Armed-Hammered.aspx

