
A collection of resources to aid 
commanders and leaders in the 
management of range operations 
and safe weapons handling.

Make your Soldiers aware of 
the off-duty hazards they’ll 
face in the upcoming months 
with the Off-duty Safety 
Awareness Presentation.

September is National Preparedness Month, and all 
Americans are reminded to Be Informed, Make a Plan, 
Build a Kit and Get Involved. For more information about 
National Preparedness Month and to register for America’s 
PrepareAthon on Sept. 30, visit the Ready campaign’s 
website at http://www.ready.gov or click here.

I take safety seriously. I’m the guy who reminds you to take off your ring, 
put on hearing protection, wear safety glasses and buckle your seat belt. 
You never know when something is going to happen and you’ll have 
wished you had. I’m also serious about off-duty safety. For the past 25 years, 
I’ve always worn my helmet while biking. The same goes for rollerblading 
… except that one time.

I always begin this story with, “It was 100 
percent my fault.” Pride aside, here are the 
events that led up to my Class D accident.

Left-turning vehicles are a significant hazard to 
motorcyclists. We must understand how left-turner 
crashes occur and how to avoid them. The cooler days and longer nights of autumn are finally here, 

and with them come hazards unique to the season. As the 
temperature drops and Soldiers, Army civilians and Family 
members take to roads and the great outdoors for some well-
deserved downtime, they’ll be exposed to risk more often 
than they might think. It’s important to prepare them now for 
what lies ahead. Are you Ready … or Not?
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