
On a beautiful winter day, my brothers and I set out for a snowmobiling trip at Island 
Park, Idaho. Although all three of us were seasoned riders, it had been awhile since 
my older brother and I had ridden. My younger brother owned his snowmobile 
and was more experienced, so he led the way through the trees on the winding, 
groomed trails. As we climbed a hill, though, he disappeared from sight. 

I was a new Longbow pilot in command, gearing 
up for the annual gunnery exercise. It was going to 
be awesome! Little did I know that not only were 
my range skills going to be tested, but also my basic 
pilot skills, such as situational awareness.

Thousands enter basic training each year. While 
most will graduate without any problems, others 
are injured or involved in incidents that result in the 
dreaded “hold over” status, which means they don’t 
earn the title of Soldier with their peers.  

The Know the Signs campaign is 
designed to heighten awareness 
of risk factors and provide leaders and 
Soldiers the tools they need to address safety issues 
in their unit or peer group. The signs are all around. 
It’s up to you to recognize and act on them.

Have you winterized 
your vehicle?

Mentoring can help keep Soldiers 
safe. Find out what you can do 
to protect your Soldiers with the 
Motorcycle Mentorship Program.

The Ground Risk Assessment 
Tool is an interactive, automated 
online system developed to 
augment risk management 
planning and decision-making 
for ground operations.
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