
It was June 28, 1997 — the night of the second Mike Tyson-Evander 
Holyfield fight. Everyone remembers that night because it’s the fight where 
Tyson bit a chunk out of Holyfield’s right ear. Unfortunately, I remember it 
for a different reason.

As the staff sergeant walked into the courtroom to hear 
his fate, he had no idea what was about to happen to 
his military career. If he had only stopped and thought 
about what could go wrong, the sequence of events 
would certainly have been different.

Before engine start-up, it’s imperative to always 
conduct a proper preflight and walk-around of 
the aircraft. Failing to do so before one night 
standardization ride nearly resulted in a hot start for 
my instructor pilot and me.

Identify, assess and control 
hazards associated with specified 
missions or tasks with the Ground 
Risk Assessment Tool.

Summer is almost here, and with it 
comes hazards unique to the season. 
As Soldiers, Army civilians and Family 
members take to roads and waterways for some 
well-deserved downtime, they will be exposed 
to risk more often than they might think. It’s 
important they prepare now for what lies ahead.

In observance of National Safety Month, the USACR/Safety 
Center is dedicating a campaign to safety’s significance in 
four areas: civilian injury prevention, ground operations, 
aviation operations and off-duty driving. New materials will 
be released each week throughout June. Preliminary materials 
are now available on our website, so feel free to reproduce and 
distribute as needed. Click here to download.

Going on leave, pass or TDY? 
Don’t forget to first complete 
your Travel Risk Planning 
System assessment.
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