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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. – “I didn’t know it
would be this hard to win,” said Darion Cobb, an
athlete with Team Bliss Track Club.

Team Bliss may have dominated the track and
field events at the 2011 Border Association
Championship meet, but their abilities were chal-
lenged at the Region X championships held at the
University of New Mexico here July 7 through 10.

A part of the United States Association of Track
and Field, Team Bliss’ junior Olympic track and
field team developed strong competitors last year
and turned into a powerhouse for 2011. The team’s
athletes broke many records last summer and an
additional 21 this year for the Border Association,
now holding 28.

After completing the Border Association meet
held at the University of Texas at El Paso, Team
Bliss had 105 qualified athletes to advance to the
regional competition. Of those, 95 competed in
Albuquerque.

Region X of USATF includes athletes from
western Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado
and Utah. In order to advance to the USATF junior
Olympic National Championship meet, competi-
tors and relay teams must rank first through fifth in
their respective age divisions and events; com-
bined-event athletes (decathlon, heptathlon, pen-
tathlon and triathlon) must place first or second or
qualify by national standards.

Confident, Fort Bliss competitors traveled with
high expectations – breaking records and slaughter-
ing the competition. After a few events, it was soon
discovered the competition at “Regionals” is far
more difficult than the local meets they have had all
season.

Cobb is a first-year runner who, due to win-

nings, considered himself a natural athlete. Having
qualified in three events in his age division
(midget) to compete at UNM, he was alarmed by
the measure of talent he had to face.

“I didn’t know that there were going to be so
many good people here,” said Cobb. “I thought I
was going to see them at Nationals. Border was
much easier.”

That said, Cobb was happy to have made it this
far and considered it a real accomplishment.
Continuing his season, he qualified with his 4x100-
meter relay team to compete at the national level.

Team Bliss bantam division athlete Khaiya
Bates, 9, was also stunned at observing her com-
petitors. A gold medalist and record setter at the
Border Association, Bates said normally she does
not exert much energy in races because she can win
regardless. Through the week’s end, things
changed.

Bates said the most challenging part for her was
“running my hardest. I usually don’t run my hard-
est because I usually have no competition.” 

Placing first in two events, and third in another
two, Bates qualified for advancement to the nation-
al level in the triathlon, high jump, long jump and
the 4x100. For her, the toughest competitors were
the “Arizona Suns.”

For Cobb it was “The Saints. ... In every event I
did, they beat me, except when they got disquali-
fied in the 4-by-1.”

A fiercely competitive meet, Team Bliss con-
firmed their right to participate by setting five new
records for Region X and qualifying 68 athletes for
the USATF junior Olympic National
Championship meet in Wichita, Kan., slated for
July 26 through 31.

(Far left) DeSean Hodge prepares to throw the shot put at the University of New Mexico Friday for the bantam
boys division triathlon of the Region X junior Olympic track and field meet.

(Above left) Laci Turner participates in the 100-meter hurdles, July 7 a part of the pentathlon event held at the
University of New Mexico for the Region X junior Olympic track and field championship meet Saturday.

(Left) The intermediate boys division rounds the curve of the first three-quarter lap in the 1,500-meter run at the
Region X junior Olympic track and field championship meet.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY MARCIE C. WRIGHT, MONITOR STAFF

Asia Hodge of Team Bliss pushes for first place  Saturday
in the 100-meter dash preliminaries at the Region X
championship meet at the University of New Mexico.
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