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West dominates East, 30-14, at
U.S. Army All-American Bowl
By Steve Elliott
FSH Public Affairs

The West squad pulled out
all the stops on the way to a
decisive 30-14 win against the
East team at the U.S. Army All-
American Bowl, held at the
Alamodome in San Antonio
Jan. 9.  

The game attracted 34,126
fans to the Alamodome, the
second-highest total in the 10-
year history of the game. The
West victory also ties the over-
all series at five wins each for
East and West. 

Before and during the
game, the U.S. Army also hon-
ored some of its heroes:
wounded warriors, future
Soldiers and the nation’s top
high school football athletes. 

During pre-game activities,
90 Soldier-Heroes, represent-
ing the ranks of the active
component, reserve, and
National Guard, were paired
with players from either the
West or East teams and intro-
duced at midfield prior to kick-
off. The Soldier-Heroes represented
Soldiers who were awarded the Silver
Star, Bronze Star or Purple Heart for
actions during previous deployments. 

And while local star wide receiver
Nate Askew from Madison High School
didn’t score any touchdowns, his first
catch of the day helped keep a crucial
scoring drive alive in the first quarter,
allowing the West team to draw first
blood in this game that had the top 90
high school football scholar-athletes in
the nation face off against each other. 

As he came out of the tunnel during
the introductions, Askew also got a loud
and prolonged ovation from the fans
when it was announced he was from
San Antonio.

While it’s usually a big offensive play
or defensive stop that sparks the win-
ning team, in this case it was special-
teams play that proved to be the secret
ingredient propelling the West to victo-
ry. A blocked field-goal return for a

touchdown and a rare two-point con-
version return on a blocked point-after-
touchdown helped them roll over the
East in the 10th edition of the game.

West Head Coach Jim Streety, also
head coach at Madison High School,
said he concentrated on special teams
in practice and emphasized it during
his pregame speech.

“The very first meeting we had with
our players, we talked about how hard
it was to put together special teams in
an all-star game,” Streety said. “These
guys are all-stars here not because of
special teams. They are all-stars
because of running, catching, throwing,
tackling and those sorts of things.”

Defensive end Ronald Powell, one of
the most highly-recruited players in the
nation, opened the scoring for the West
just a few minutes into the game, after
he was called into service as an emer-
gency tight end. 

Powell, a 6-foot-5-inch, 230-pound

player from Moreno Valley,
Calif., split the East defense
for a 23-yard touchdown
strike from quarterback
Connor Wood of Houston
Second Baptist High School.
Wood, who will become a
University of Texas
Longhorn later this year, fin-
ished the game with three of
five completions and 56
yards passing, including the
score to Powell.

Showing his diversity, Powell
played offense and defense and
also registered five tackles,
including a sack and a forced
fumble. Powell was named the
Pete Dawkins Most Valuable
Player Award winner for his out-
standing performance. 

Then, in the fourth quarter,
Powell ended the suspense sur-
rounding his college choice
when he announced that he was
committing to Florida instead of
the University of Southern
California Trojans.  USC recently
lost longtime head coach Pete
Carroll when he decided to sign
on as head coach of the National

Football League’s Seattle Seahawks.
“Honestly, both of them are great

programs,” Powell said of the Gators
and Trojans during the post-game press
conference. “I couldn’t have gone
wrong with either program. I put it in
God’s hands. That’s the best advice I
ever got was to leave it to him.”

Attention to special-teams details
paid off later in the half in an alert play
by linebacker Josh Shirley, who recov-
ered a blocked field goal in the second
quarter and raced 77 yards for a touch-
down. The play electrified the crowd
and helped send the West to a 14-0 lead
going into halftime. Shirley, from
Fontana Kaiser High School in
California, picked up the loose ball after
it was blocked by Cassius Marsh, a
Louisiana State University-bound player
from Westlake Village, Calif.

Then in the third quarter, San Diego
wide receiver Dillon Baxter ran in for a
five-yard touchdown to extend the

West lead to 21-0. Baxter, who won the
Ken Hall Trophy as U.S. Army Player of
the Year Jan. 8, then sprinted up into
the Army section to throw the ball into
the thousands of camouflage-clad
Soldiers in the crowd.

It took nearly three quarters of the
game, but the East awakened from
their slumber to make things interest-
ing. Wowing the crowd with his strong
arm and laser-beam precision, Cole
Marcoux, the winner of the Fox Sports
Net reality show “The Ride,” came in to
replace starter Barry Brunetti. He then
coolly proceeded to throw for two
touchdown passes in the fourth quarter,
finishing the game with five comple-
tions on eight attempt for 99 yards,
including a 50-yard cannon shot of a
touchdown to Ivan McCartney of
Miramar, Fla. 

Marcoux, a 6-foot-5, 244-pounder
who attends the small Ivy League prep
school, the Fieldston School in the
Bronx, won a spot on “The Ride” after
an impressive performance last sum-
mer at a camp in Chester, Pa., run by
Football University, an invitation-only
camp for elite-level youth and high
school players.  Marcoux then beat out
his seven co-stars to earn a spot in the
U.S. Army All-American Bowl.

While Marcoux, who was also a star
baseball player at Fieldston, has
already been accepted to Dartmouth
College in Hanover, N.H., he may now
suddenly find himself with more options
after his second-half performance.
For most of the day, the East offense
couldn’t move the ball against the
West defense. 
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Some of the thousands of Army Soldiers at the game give an big “Hooah!” as the U.S. Army All-American Bowl gets underway.

“Ripsaw,” an experimental vehicle from the U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering Command,
goes through its paces in the Army Strong Zone set up outside the Alamodome.

Families had a chance to get up close and personal with several military working dogs.
A young visitor to the Army Strong Zone tries
her hand out at the Guitar Hero booth.

Chief Warrant Officer Robert Marsh begins an ice
sculpture to show the crowds at the Army Strong
Zone outside the Alamodome. The display was one
of dozens set up for fans prior to the start of the
Army-sponsored All-American Bowl.
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West All-Star defensive end Ronald Powell of Rancho Verde High School
in Moreno Valley, Calif., holds the Herman Boone Trophy for his team’s
30-14 victory over the East All-Stars and the Pete Dawkins MVP Trophy
awarded to the Most Valuable Player in the 2010 U.S. Army All-
American Bowl Jan. 9 at the Alamodome in San Antonio. Powell made
five tackles, including one sack.
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A rappelling Army Soldier delivers the game ball to the field for
the U.S. Army All-American Bowl.

A teenager tries out the rock climbing wall at the
Army Strong Zone.


