
STEAD — The original range of the Lakota Native American
tribes extended from Minnesota into North and South Dakota, but
the range of the Army’s new light utility helicopter – named after
the Lakota peoples – now extends all the way into the Silver State.

Two of the Nevada Army Guard’s six brand-new LUH-72A
Lakota helicopters arrived here at the Army Aviation Facility in
February. They are the first new rotary aircraft ever acquisitioned
by the Nevada Guard. Previous models of rotary aircraft arrived in
refurbished condition from either the active duty or other reserve
components.

The U.S. Army traditionally names its helicopters after Native
American tribes. Examples are the Kiowa, Chinook and Apache
helicopters.

The two Lakotas will increase the Nevada Guard’s medical
evacuation capabilities and supplement the state’s UH-60 Black
Hawks already configured for medical missions. The Lakotas are
smaller than Black Hawks and are likely to be used in single-
patient missions.

The single-rotor helicopters can fly 167 mph, can carry as many
as 11 people, and operate day and night in all types of weather.

The final four Nevada Lakotas are scheduled to land in the
state in 2015.

Upon the arrival of the new aircraft, several Army Guard
aviators raved about their new choppers.

“It’s exactly what you would expect from a brand-new
aircraft,” said Capt. Darren Chrisman, administrative officer for the
991st Aviation Troop Command. “It’s very comfortable to fly, very
quiet and very smooth.”

“The aircraft is a lot of fun – it features a lot of upgraded
systems,” said Maj. Matt Jonkey, supervisory flight instructor for
the battalion. “It’s surprisingly powerful and extremely efficient.”

The Lakota, a militarized version of the Eurocopter EC145
multi-mission helicopter, is designed to take on a wide range of
missions, including general support, medical evacuation, personnel
recovery, counter-drug operations, search and rescue and command
and control operations. More than 10,000 Eurocopters are currently
in service worldwide.

The Lakota airframe is set to completely replace the National
Guard’s aging fleet of OH-58 Kiowas by 2016.

It took Nevada crews more than 16 hours to fly the Lakotas to
Nevada from the European Aeronautic Defence and Space Company-
North America factory in Columbus, Miss.

Army Guard pilots eagerly tested the Lakotas in northern
Nevada’s mountainous environment.

“We’re developing the tactics, techniques and procedures for
the Lakotas to see how well they operate in our high elevation and
mountainous terrain,” said Col. Kim Labrie, commander of the
991st Aviation Troop Command.

Funding for the Lakotas became available to the U.S. Army in
2004. The Department of Defense officially announced it would
purchase 345 helicopters from EADS NA in October 2006 and a
scant two months later, the first Lakotas were delivered to the Army.

On Dec. 12, 2006, retired Gen. Richard Cody, then-vice chief of
staff of the Army, and Joe Red Cloud, a chief in the Oglala Sioux
Tribe of the Lakota Nation, accepted delivery of the first helicopter
in an official ceremony in Columbus, Miss.

The first aircraft went to the National Training Center at Fort
Irwin, Calif. The Mississippi National Guard’s 1st Service Battalion of
the 114th Aviation Security and Support Battalion, based in Tupelo,
received the Guard’s first LUH-72As in June 2008. The majority of
the 345 contracted helicopters will be fielded by National
Guard units. �
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One of the Silver State’s new
Lakota helicopters approaches
the Army Aviation Support
Facility in Reno on Feb. 23.
The Nevada Guard received
two Lakotas in February and
will have six of the light utility
helicopters in its fleet by 2015.
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