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Introduction  

After a six year journey, the 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne) now calls Eglin Air Force Base, 
Florida its new home. On Friday, October 14, the Group held a ribbon cutting ceremony 
followed by an open house commemorating the completion of its move from Fort Bragg, N.C. as 
mandated by Congress in the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Act. The intent of the ribbon 
cutting ceremony and open house was to officially recognize the arrival of 7th SFG (A) to 
Northwest Florida and establish and maintain positive relationships with local military and 
community members.  

More than 1,000 invitees and their guests attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new 350 
acre 7th SFG(A) cantonment area. The ceremony included a parachute demonstration by the 
United States Army Special Operations Command parachute demonstration team, the Black 
Daggers; a presentation of the Military Community Covenant, a document signed by military and 
community leaders representing the commitment to support one another; Florida State Senator 
Don Gaetz as guest speaker; and performances by two local high school bands who 
simultaneously played The Army Song and The Ballad of the Green Beret. 

After the ribbon cutting ceremony the cantonment site was open to the general public for the 
open house portion of the event. More than 2,500 community members were presented with an 
array of demonstrations and displays focused on educating and informing them on the tools and 
capabilities our Soldiers use every day to accomplish their assigned missions.  Our Soldiers 
shined as they captivated their audiences with live demonstrations ranging from military working 
dogs, and rappelling from our FRIES tower to marksmanship demonstrations inside our indoor 
baffle range.  Static displays included a six man Operational Detachment Alpha in full kit to 
military vehicles and heavy weapons to combat diver equipment and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles; 
all were on hand for the spectators to view, touch and ask questions about as well. They also 
were invited to eat lunch in our new dining facility as they toured our new compound. 

The ribbon cutting ceremony and open house were not only a celebration of the completion of 
the BRAC move, but a "thank you" to the community for supporting the Group through the 
transition. As if moving more than 1800 Soldiers, 930 Families, 2,300 dependants and over 1300 
major pieces of equipment weren't challenging enough, the Group was simultaneously engaging 
in operations on foreign soil while making the move to Eglin Air Force Base.  
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Research 

As an Army unit moving from an Army installation to an Air Force installation, there was a steep 
learning curve to integrate our requirements for the ceremony and open house with Air Force 
requirements. Given a truncated timeline of approximately three months to conduct all the research and 
planning it is a testament to the diligence and professionalism of the Soldiers and Airmen involved who 
made this event successful on many different levels. 

A significant amount of research was conducted by the Group S2 Intelligence section on the security 
requirements for the ceremony, in particular for the open house. It was our desire to open the event to 
the entire Northwest Florida community to participate and enjoy. However, the Army and Air Force, 
while partners under the Department of Defense, have very different regulations and requirements when 
it comes to installation security. Only through constant communication, hard work and cooperation were 
all the security requirements met to make the event successful.  

Finally, there was a great deal of research and investigation into the community and its desire to support 
the unit and the event. Through talking with city mayors and attending several Chamber of Commerce 
meetings and Military Affairs Council meetings comprised of business leaders in Crestview, Destin, 
Fort Walton Beach and Niceville, Fla., we found our new (Northwest Florida) community was not only 
receptive to 7th SFG (A), but they were excited about our arrival and many of our new neighbors 
consistently offered their assistance with many of our unit endeavors. This research allowed us to 
identify key community leaders such as the mayors and county commissioners, state representatives, 
chairmen of non-profit organizations such as the Fischer House, Toys for Tots, Children in Crisis and 
Military Appreciation Recognition Corporation, who we reached out to with the goal of developing and 
cultivating a solid foundation for a lasting, positive, relationship for future cooperation.  

The 7th SFG (A) also established a Community Engagement Group (CEG) led by the Group Civil 
Affairs and Public Affairs Officers. The goal of this group is to engage local community, organizations 
and military organizations to create, strengthen, and preserve conditions favorable for the advancement 
of 7th SFG (A), Army, and United States Special Operations Command interests, priorities, and 
objectives through the application of coordinated programs, plans, themes, messages, and products of 
7th SFG (A) personnel. As well as maintain involvement in and cultivation of these relationships as well 
as seek out new relationships and opportunities for community events.  
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Planning 

Security 

The Group S2 Security Officer coordinated with the 96th Security Forces Squadron for opening 
the gates to the general public and entrance permissions, roving guards and security for entering 
the 7th SFG(A) compound to facilitate with the open house. The 7th SFG(A) Security Officer 
assisted the Group Engineers with the development of a security assessment for the ceremony 
and all associated activities.  This assessment included recommendations for road closures and 
off limit sites. The 7th SFG(A) S2 section also coordinated with 96 SFS for security requirements 
to conduct all ceremony and open house activities.  

USASOC Parachute Demonstration team, the Black Daggers 

Coordination for the Black Daggers parachute demonstration team to jump into the ribbon 
cutting ceremony included the processing of the required request documents and coordinating the 
drop zone with the 7th SFG(A) S3 Air section, PAO and Eglin AFB. 

Demonstrations 

Each of the 7th SFG(A) battalions were to tasked to provide a display or live presentation based 
on their operational missions. We showcased military working dog demonstrations at our 9,944 
sf. Multi-purpose Canine Facility, Fast Rope Infiltration Exhilaration System (FRIES) 
demonstrations from the 40ft. FRIES tower, and weapons demonstrations in our 22,590 sf. 
indoor baffle range that can accept up to .50 cal rounds and has an air shower for removal of lead 
dust from Soldiers and a bullet trap to process all lead into removal containers. These 
demonstrations gave the community an introduction to the capabilities or our Green Berets and 
showed them how the new facilities at Eglin AFB help to improve upon them.   

Static Displays 

Our static displays consisted of a six man SFODA showcasing each individual team members 
capabilities, Ground Mobility Vehicle, MRAP All Terrain Vehicle, Heavy Expanded Mobility 
tactical truck fueler, Tactical Water Purification System, Unmanned Aerial Surveillance (UAS) 
Shadow, Chemical Reconnaissance Detachment/ Chemical Decontamination Detachment, 
Parachute/ Rigger Equipment, Combat Dive Locker/ SCUBA Equipment, Sniper System 
Equipment. These static displays showed the community the broad capabilities of our Green 
Berets and the Soldiers who support them. 
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VIP/ Center of Influence Management Plan 

An all inclusive list of over 500 VIPs ranging from senior military officials, state and local 
government and community leaders was developed in conjunction with the Eglin protocol office. 
Once complete this list was used to prepare RSVP invitations, which were then sent to the 
guests. The guest list was finalized and divided into three groups to manage the VIP tours 
efficiently, each group consisting of a mix of military and local government and business leaders. 
Escort officers were assigned to escort the guests on a tour of the new facility. A rotating and 
precisely timed tour schedule was generated for each group after the ribbon cutting ceremony.  
Each individual group would receive a tour which included our indoor baffle range, FRIES 
tower, military working dog demonstrations, and a video presentation about the history of 7th 
SFG(A) in the Group's 200 seat auditorium.  

VIP/ Media Information Packets 

Information packets were developed for each of our distinguished VIP guests and media 
representatives as an introduction to 7th SFG(A). In the packets were a 7th SFG(A) cantonment 
area fact sheet, command group biographies, a ribbon cutting ceremony program of events, an 
open house schedule of events and map, a twenty-two page information booklet about the make-
up of the 7th SFG(A) and its mission and history, and a multimedia disk containing digital 
versions of the above items as well as a 5 minute "hooah" video of  the 7th SFG(A), a 20 minute 
documentary about the 7th SFG(A) and photos of the group in action. 

Sequence of Events 

0900: Black Dagger Military Free Fall demonstration 

0900: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

0902: Invocation/ Unit History 

0905: Presentation of Colors 

0910: Remarks 

0935: Ribbon Cutting 

0940: Cake Cutting 

0945: Benediction 
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0947: Playing of Ballad of the Green Beret/ Army Song 

1000: Open House/ VIP Tours 

1000 – 1400: Dining Facility Open 

1200-1500: Capabilities Demonstrations 

1500: Open House Conclusion/ Departure of Visitors 

Media Plan: Pre-event 

Once the date and times were finalized for the events, a bold and proactive invitation campaign 
went into effect to let the community know about the open house event. A press release was to 
be sent to the local newspapers, radio and television stations in the cities surrounding Eglin Air 
Force Base, FL. The Group's PAO was to contact the local five FM and two AM radio stations to 
do live radio interviews to invite the public to the event. The PAO was to contact a local internet 
television channel to promote the event, as well. Coordination for invitations to appear in three 
local newspapers and on two local television news stations was also done. Coordination with t, 
two radio stations to donate thousands of dollars worth of airtime to do live radio remotes during 
the three hours prior to the start of the ribbon cutting ceremony to generate public interest in 
attending was to be made. Coordination with a third FM radio station to broadcast their morning 
radio show live from the event was to be made, as well. 

Media Plan: Event 

More than two hundred media outlets were to be contacted via email with the press release and 
instructions to report to a designated media tent where they will be greeted by a public affairs 
representative prior to the ceremony and receive an information packet. The PAO coordinated 
with Eglin AFB public affairs office to provide additional personnel to help with media 
escorting. The PAO worked with the battalions to provide additional Unit Public Affairs 
Representatives to aid in escorting the numerous media outlets who attended, as well. Each 
media outlet who attended were to be assigned a PAO representative to ensure their needs were 
taken care of and they were able to get the information and visuals needed to deliver our themes 
and messages to their audiences.  
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Implementation 

Security 

The 7th Group Security Officer and the Group Engineers developed a security assessment for the 
ceremony and all associated activities. This assessment included recommendations for road 
closures and off limit sites. They also provided a threat assessment for the event. 

Once the security and threat assessment were complete, the Group Security Officer coordinated 
with the 96th Security Forces Squadron, who is in charge of Eglin AFB security, to open the 
cantonment site gates to the general public. They also coordinated with the 96th SFS to provide 
roving security around the compound to ensure guests were not entering off-limits areas.   

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

Throughout the week prior the event, numerous rehearsals took place ensuring that everyone 
knew their role during the ceremony and could execute their tasks flawlessly. 3 hours prior to the 
ribbon cutting ceremony the final preparations for the day's events took place as the VIP tents, 
chairs, PA system, podiums, were put in place and the final preparations for the demonstrations 
and static displays were performed. The 3 radio stations setup their live radio remotes and began 
broadcasting, generating public interest in attending the event. 

The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony began with the Black Dagger parachute team conducting a 
military free fall jump onto the parade field. During the jump, one member of the Black Daggers 
provided a narrative of the operations and the history and significance of Military Free Fall 
operations. One jumper carried the ceremonial scissors for the cutting of the ribbon throughout 
the jump and upon landing deliver them to the center of the parade field, placing them on a 
designated table. The ceremony then began with the entrance of the color guard, rendering of 
honors to the nation, and invocation by the 7SFG(A) Chaplain. The narrator gave a brief history 
of Special Forces and 7SFG(A), to include the significant events associated with the BRAC 
move from Ft Bragg, NC, to Eglin AFB, FL. Following the history, the major contributors and 
individuals involved in the relocation of the Group were formally recognized, followed by 
remarks from Florida State Senator Don Gaetz and the Group Commander. Designated VIPS 
were invited to the center of the parade field where two Soldiers, one 18 series and one non-18 
series, stretched the ribbon across the center of the ceremony area. The Group Commander and 
VIPS cut the ribbon, signifying the opening of the 7SFG(A) Compound and completion of the 
unit move to the Eglin AFB community. The ceremony closed with the benediction by the 
7SFG(A) Chaplain and the playing of the Ballad of the Green Beret and the Army Song 
performed by the Niceville and Crestview high school bands. The Group Commander and 
selected individuals then moved to the flagpole area for remarks and the cutting of the cake. 
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Open House 

Upon completion of the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, the Open House commenced. Those 
individuals identified  as VIPs accompanied the Group command team and designated escorts for 
demonstrations and briefings in the Compound area. The VIPs were placed in three pre-
designated groups and given tours of the Group HQ and demonstrations at the Baffle Range, 
FRIES Tower, and Kennel. The three VIP groups rotated between the three sites of the Group 
HQ, the FRIES Tower, and the kennel. During this time, the general audience public was given 
the opportunity view static displays set up in the field adjacent to the parade field, enjoy a meal 
in the Group dining facility, and tour the Group barracks. At 1200, the VIPs completed their 
round-robin tours and returned to the parade field area to view the static displays and other 
facilities. The demonstrations continued with three scheduled and posted times for the general 
public. The Open House continued until 1500 when the Group Commander gave his closing 
remarks, bringing the day to a close and signaling the time for guests to depart the compound. 
Upon departure of all guests, the recovery of all personnel and equipment took place until 
completion, to include inventory and submission of completion report of all sensitive items and 
components utilized in the static displays. 

Press Management 

Members of the media reported to the Media Tent prior to the ribbon cutting ceremony. At the 
media tent they received an information packet and were briefed by a public affairs 
representative on the ground rules for coverage of the event. They were then given a UPAR who 
escorted them throughout the ceremony and aided them in getting the information they needed to 
report on the day's events.  
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Evaluation 

During our planning meetings our metrics for success were based on the three desired effects of 
community relations (COMREL): attract and retain, (gain and) maintain public support and 
resource the Army. 

Although given a short time line for execution, due to many 7th SFG members still moving to the 
area and the planning execution of the Group change of command ceremony in July, we were 
successful, through intense community immersion and research, in creating an event which 
enabled us to achieve our desired effects of outreach. 

To showcase the caliber of our Soldiers and their capabilities we organized numerous events and 
static displays manned by our Soldiers with the sole focus on educating and informing our new 
neighbors and community leaders.  To ensure our messages to the public and select invitees were 
being delivered in unison the Group's PAO developed three themes, each with messages and 
talking points.  The themes, messages and talking points were then distributed throughout the 
Group to each individual Soldier. 

The messages resonated throughout the command and proved valuable when interacting with the 
local high school ROTC programs and the 200 new recruits assigned to the local recruiting 
company, Montgomery Recruiting Battalion-Dothan. 

Our message to them was clear when we stated that the 7th Special Forces Group (A) Soldiers are 
known for our extensive training and professional maturity; we are highly intelligent, extremely 
fit, older, more mature and culturally sensitive making us uniquely poised to conduct operations 
in sensitive and complex environments throughout the world. 

When it came to maintaining public support we directed our attention to not only our new 
neighbors on Eglin AFB, but also to the overwhelming amount of veteran retirees who live in 
our communities. 

Our messages were simple: You - our neighbors – both civilian and military - are vital to us and 
what we do.  We now live in your towns, attend your schools and churches. We are thankful for 
your welcoming hospitality and look forward to building lasting bonds of friendship.  We 
thanked them and reiterated to them that without the support of our surrounding communities we 
could not accomplish our mission. 

Events like this Ribbon Cutting Ceremony are an opportunity to interact with fellow Americans, 
and share a little bit of our experiences and recognize the patriotism we all share. 
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Opportunities like this gives us a chance to meet our fellow citizens, answer their questions, 
make friends and build support not only for our Soldiers and Families, but it also builds support 
for all Soldiers, past and present, who have given so much of themselves for our 
country.                                                    

The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony also presented a unique opportunity for us to personally interact, 
inform and educate our new neighbors; many of whom were ranking members of our sister 
services as well as local and state elected officials.  We specifically identified these select 
individuals to ensure they received a (one on one) more in depth understanding of the caliber of 
Soldiers we have and the importance our resources make when it comes to maintaining our 
proficiency and success on the battlefield.    

 

The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and Open House was a huge success in our community and a true 
definition of community engagement. This was a once in life time opportunity for most of the 
more than 3,500 total visitors to get a first-hand look at Special Forces capabilities and to meet 
our Green Berets and Support Soldiers who are now a part of their community.  

This event has fostered many great relationships throughout our community and with sister 
tenant organizations on Eglin AFB.  Since it was held we have received overwhelming support 
from local government leadership, as well as state congressional leadership, businesses, non-
profit organizations and citizens in general who have reached out to our unit asking how they can 
support us in any way. Whether taking care of our families while we are deployed or offering 
property for our unit to use to conduct training, the amount of support we have garnished from 
our community is positively overwhelming. 
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Event Photographs 

 

VIP/ COI/ Media Information Packets 
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Black Daggers Parachute Demonstration Team  
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Military Community Covenant presented by Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army for 
Florida Mike Ferguson, Florida State Senator Don Gaetz, 7th SFG(A) Commander Col. Antonio 

Fletcher, 7th SFG(A) Command Chief Warrant Officer Heriberto Serrano and 7th SFG(A) 
Command Sgt. Major Brian Edwards 

 

Ribbon Cutting with 7th SFG(A), Eglin Air Force Base, Air Force Special Operations Command 
and Community Leaders 
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Almost 700 Niceville and Crestview High School Band members simultaneously perform the 
Army Song and the Ballad of the Green Beret. 

 

Special Forces Capabilities demonstrations were presented in our indoor baffle range. 
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Military Working Dog demonstration 

 

Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha capabilities display 
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FRIES and Rappelling demonstration 
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Tactical Military Vehicle Displays 
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UAV display 

 

Special Forces Group (Airborne) Ribbon Cutting/ Open House 

 

Chemical Decontamination Display 
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Combat Diver Propulsion Device and Kayak display 
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Newspaper Articles 

BRAC journey ends, Dedication of new Headquarters and Complex 
Niceville.com 

 
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE FL. The U.S. Army's 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne) will hold 
an invitational ribbon-cutting ceremony at their new headquarters complex here Friday, Oct. 14, 
at 9 a.m., – completing six years of planning and construction.  
 
Colonel Antonio M. Fletcher, the 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne) commander, will host the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony signifying the Group's arrival and the commencement of operations at 
their new location. 
 
The 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne) moved from Fort Bragg to Eglin AFB to comply with 
the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure legislation. BRAC directed their relocation here to Eglin 
AFB from their former home at Fort Bragg, NC. not later than Sept. 15, 2011.  
 
The ceremony will be held on Meadows field, which is directly in front of the Group's new state-
of-the-art 68,500 square-foot command headquarters. The entire cantonment sits on a 350 acre 
site which houses 43 facilities with a combined approximate 1 million square feet.  
 
At 10 a.m., immediately following the formal portion of the ceremony, the public will be 
welcomed into the cantonment area where they will have the opportunity to tour the facilities and 
view live demonstrations by the 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne) Soldiers. There will also be 
various static displays of vehicles and the state of the art equipment used by the Special Forces 
Soldiers. 
 
Beginning at 11 a.m. until 2 p.m., the Group would like to welcome everyone to join them for 
lunch in their new state of the art dining facility; the price per person is $4.25.  
 
The 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne)is one of the Army’s elite units specializing in 
unconventional warfare. Their willingness to accept the danger, isolation and hardships inherent 
to their mission helps define Special Forces. Their dedication to task is expressed in the Special 
Forces motto: De Oppresso Liber— To Free the Oppressed. 

http://niceville.com/Forums/showthread.php?1166-7th-Special-Forces-Group-(Airborne)-Open-
House 
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Special Forces to hold open house to mark completion of move  

September 29, 2011 7:45 PM 

Mona Moore  

Daily News 

EGLIN AFB — Residents will get a peek into the world of the Army 7th Special Forces Group 
(Airborne) on Oct. 14 when it opens its gates to the public. 

“This is going to be a rare opportunity for the community to come out,” said Maj. James 
Brownlee, a spokesman for the Special Forces Group.   

He said the group will have security in place but give non-military access to the most of the 350-
acre cantonment.  

Activities begin with an invitation-only ribbon-cutting ceremony at 9 a.m., when bands from 
Niceville and Crestview high schools will perform. 

Gates will open for the general public at 10 a.m. 

The troops will offer tours, demonstrations and displays. Officials suggested bringing sunscreen 
and strollers for the all-day outdoor event. 

Dining facilities will be open. Brownlee said the menu would include everything from barbecue 
to seafood for $4.25. 

The event marks the completion of the BRAC-initiated move from Fort Bragg, N.C., to the 
group’s new home at Eglin Air Force Base. The Army made its Sept. 15 deadline to relocate 
most of the 1,800 personnel associated with the unit. 

More than 4,000 people (1,650 military personnel and 2,370 dependents) are now Northwest 
Florida residents. That includes nearly 1,000 Army families. 

“… When you add in the 4th Battalion, we’re going to gear up 2,200 (personnel),” Brownlee 
said. 

The arrival of the new battalion and regional support detachment are not related to BRAC, but 
was initiated by the Army Special Forces Command.  Barracks for the 4th Battalion are still 
under construction. 
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Brownlee said unmarried soldiers who are E-5 (sergeant) or below are required to live in 
barracks. About 100 soldiers occupy the three completed barracks. 

 In addition to the barracks, a new shoppette, medical center, convenience store, gas station and 
barber shop are still under construction. Workers also recently broke ground for the chapel. 

Brownlee said construction of the cantonment cost $500 million. 

Soldiers are still settling in to the area and finding their way around. Brownlee found his 
waterfront home in Cinco Bayou and said it was an enjoyable move. 

“The majority of people are not only glad we’re down here but they love it,” he said. “We’ve had 
a lot of help because everybody has bent over backwards to help.” 

http://www.nwfdailynews.com/articles/hold-44022-bragg-house.html 
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It's official: Army 7th Special Forces Group has arrived 

October 14, 2011 6:03 PM 

Dusty Ricketts  

Daily News 

EGLIN AFB — Northwest Florida residents have put out the welcome mats for the Army 7th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne) since it was learned six years ago the unit would relocate here 
from Fort Bragg, N.C. 

On Friday, the Special Forces reciprocated by opening its doors to the public with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony followed by an all-day open house. 

 “Northwest Florida gets it. We get it,” Gaetz said. “We understand what you mean when you 
talk about the family business and we are now your family. As the senator for Northwest Florida, 
I make you this promise: You will never live in a place more military friendly than this. Your 
children will never go to better schools than these. No one will ever try harder than we will to 
find your spouse a job. No community will appreciate you more, and as long as you are here all 
of your relatives from up north will never leave you alone in the winter.” 

Nearly 1,000 people attended the ribbon-cutting. The 7th Special Forces expected 2,500 to 3,000 
people to attend the open house throughout the day. 

The unit had been based at Fort Bragg since 1960 before the Base Realignment and Closure Act 
mandated that it had until Friday to move its operations to Eglin Air Force Base. The open house 
was held to celebrate the conclusion of the move. 

Col. Antonio Fletcher, commander of the 7th Special Forces, said he was proud his group was 
the only BRAC unit to make the move while also undergoing significant contingency missions in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Latin America. He said that on any given day, between 300 and 500 
soldiers from the 7th Special Forces were deployed around the globe during BRAC initiatives. 

“We are overjoyed to be in the Emerald Coast and live as your neighbors,” Fletcher said. “For 
50-plus years we called Fort Bragg home, and the bonds of our personal friendships and the 
connections throughout the countless Carolina communities ran extremely deep. In retrospect, 
six years ago when Congress mandated our move to Eglin, it was received with a bit of angst and 
nervous anxiety. 
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“Your smiling faces, unconditional community support, the Emerald Coast weather, world class 
facilities and unprecedented training opportunities quickly erased those fears,” Fletcher added. 
“This unparalleled blend provides this exceptional unit with a unique opportunity to focus on 
what matters most: training for our soldiers and caring for their families. We look forward to 
writing the next chapter in the 7th Group’s proud legacy with the Emerald Coast neighbors.” 

After the short ceremony, which included demonstrations of soldiers performing High Altitude 
Low Opening (HALO) parachute tactics, the Special Forces opened a large portion of its 
compound to the public. There were demonstrations and booths that displayed weapons and 
equipment, as well as land, sea and air vehicles. 

Once complete, the compound will contain 47 structures spanning more than 1 million square 
feet with more than 500 acres of training area. The square footage alone is three to four times 
larger than what the 7th Special Forces had at Fort Bragg, Fletcher said. 

“Its inherent operational capacity is unmatched in the world,” Fletcher said. “With 12 different 
ranges, a multipurpose canine training facility, a rappelling and fast-rope tower, an indoor 
shooting range, maritime operation facility, an airborne trainer, ample combat vehicle storage, a 
medical clinic, a dining facility, a fitness training facility, a chapel, a gas station and living 
quarters for our single soldiers. What more could you ask for? This is indeed the premier Special 
Forces training facility in the inventory.” 

Wayne Harris, executive director of the Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce and an Okaloosa 
County commissioner, said the presence of the 7th Special Forces will have a phenomenal 
impact on the community. 

“This is historic in the fact we are truly more purple-suited at Eglin Air Force Base than we’ve 
ever been before,” Harris said. “It’s an opportunity not just for the bases, but for the community 
to make us more profound in the inventory of the DOD.” 

http://www.nwfdailynews.com/articles/eglin-44496-video-forces.html#ixzz1izWDX03A 
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7th Special Forces open house (photo gallery) 

By Brian Hughes | brianh@crestviewbulletin.com October 19, 2011 9:40 AM 

The grateful, the curious, the young and the old turned out to welcome members of the 7th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne) and get a peep at their new base during a public open house 
Friday morning. 

Veterans mingled with active duty personnel and marveled at equipment, while politicians 
beamed and youngsters eagerly mounted machine gun turrets. 

The day began with a ribbon-cutting ceremony and presentation of the Army Covenant to leaders 
of Emerald Coast communities, including Crestview Mayor David Cadle. The ceremony marked 
the official end of the BRAC-mandated move of the 7th Special Forces to their brand new 
cantonment just south of town. 

 “Thank you for being here. Thank you for choosing here. Welcome home!” state Sen. Don 
Gaetz said to applause. “We’ve been waiting for you!” 

Gaetz praised the more than 500-acre cantonment that rose up from the pine forests and sand 
scrub over the last two years. 

“You don’t have to share it with anyone but some black bears, some alligators and some snakes,” 
Gaetz said. “But they’ll give way when they find out the Devil’s Brigade is here,” he said, 
referring to the nickname the group earned soon after it was formed during World War II. 

“We’re overjoyed to be on the Emerald Coast and living as your neighbors,” group commander 
Col. Antonio Fletcher replied. “BRAC may have brought us to your doorstep, but it’s your 
hospitality that opened those doors.” 

Dignitaries officially opened the complex by snipping a red ribbon with oversized scissors 
dropped in by Black Daggers HALO (high altitude, low opening) parachutist Sgt. Kelly Becker. 

The Crestview High School band joined the Niceville High Eagle Pride band as more than 500 
musicians proudly played “The Ballad of the Green Beret” and “The Army Goes Rolling 
Along,” the service’s official anthem. 
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A beautiful fall day added to the carnival-like atmosphere as visitors explored static displays of 
equipment and vehicles arrayed along the perimeter of the grassy parade ground that fronts the 
7th Special Forces’ headquarters building. 

“I can’t believe this,” Crestview resident Bea Steele said as he and his brother Pete looked 
around some of the more than 40 buildings that make up the cantonment. The three-mile 
entrance road itself impressed the men. 

“I told Pete we’re going to be in Holt in a minute,” Steele said with a laugh. 

“It’s just wonderful that they’re here,” Lola Becker, also of Crestview, said as she and her 
husband Louis visited with soldiers and admired the equipment on display. Indicating a drone 
aircraft mounted on its launching track, Louis Becker said, “The amount of lives they can save 
with this thing is tremendous, they told us.” 

“We’re so impressed with this,” Erika Moreno, another Crestview resident, said as she gazed at 
displays with her husband, David Colon. “The technology is beyond amazing, and it’s right in 
our backyard!” 

Locals were unanimous in their praise for the personable, polite soldiers they met, and were 
effusive in their admiration for the work their new neighbors perform for their country. 

“What’s amazing is how young many of these guys are,” Walmart manager Pat Riley observed. 
“Some of them are kids, but they’re serving in Afghanistan, South America and Iraq.” 

Riley also said the arrival of the group’s 1,800 soldiers, along with 930 families and more than 
3,000 dependents, has made an observable impact on his store’s trade. 

“Business has been real good thanks to these guys,” Riley said. 

“We talked to several of the Army boys and they all live in Crestview,” Louis Becker added. 
“They’re all good boys.” 

“Northwest Florida gets it,” Gaetz said in his remarks to the group. “No community will ever 
treat you better.” 

“We look forward to writing the next history of the 7th Special Forces Group with our Emerald 
Coast neighbors,” Fletcher said. 
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http://www.crestviewbulletin.com/articles/house-15689-open-7th.html 

 
Television News 

 

WEAR 3 ABC Pensicola, FL 

7th Special Forces 
 
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE  -       The Army's 7th Special Forces Group can officially call 
Northwest Florida home. 
 
Today the Army recognized the start of the group's new home on Eglin Air Force Base property 
just south of Crestview. 
      
Channel Three's Bill Pearson tells us why this is such an important milestone for the Army and 
our community. 
 
Bill Pearson/Reporting said, "This is just one of several heavy-duty pieces of equipment on 
display here at the ribbon cutting and open house for the 7th Special Forces Group. It's an 
opportunity for the local community to come out and say hello to their newest military partner." 
 
And with that the Army's 7th Special Forces Group began its new era of calling Northwest 
Florida home. 
 
And what better way to introduce your group to the community than by showing off some of 
your skills. 
 
Charlotte Gibson/Impressed with 7th SFG said, "This is phenomenal. What goes on in here, it's 
just unbelievable. Never would have thought such things existed. That kind of weaponry, the 
demonstrations on the field are just phenomenal. The equipment (that's) available." 
 
At least 2500 civilians from around our region came out for this open house. 
And they were treated to quiet a show...  
 
James Webb/10 Year Old from Crestview said, "You could see them coming down like that like 
a cliff, then on one side like a helicopter and they came down flat, with their belly down, that 
was really cool. I would thank them very much for helping protect us." 
     
The 7th Special Forces Group was forced to move here by the last round "Base Realignment and 
Closure."  
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These new facilities greatly improve the group's ability to train and it will pump millions of 
dollars into our region's economy. 
     
But for many civilians they're just impressed with what our newest neighbors can do on the 
battle field. 
 
Charlotte Gibson said, "You have no idea that they can move that fast, and be so accurate. Thank 
God they're on our side!" 
 
Bill Pearson/Reporting said, "From what we learned out here on Friday everyone from military 
leadership to community leaders from across Northwest Florida say this is a partnership that will 
benefit both sides for generations to come.  

 

http://www.weartv.com/template/cgi-
bin/archived.pl?type=basic&file=/newsroom/top_stories/videos/archive/2011/10/9SMgzgbD.xml 

 

 


