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Introduction

Nominee: U.S. Army Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne)
Public Affairs Office

Army Service Component Command: U.S. Army Reserve Command

Since 1998, the Randy Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop has combined airborne operations
with charitable outreach in order to ensure that every child in the Fort Bragg and surrounding
areas would receive a toy during the Holidays.

In 2011, for the first time, Operation Toy Drop collected and distributed toys in eight additional
cities across the United States: Los Angeles, Seattle, St. Louis, Dallas, San Antonio, Austin, Baton
Rouge, and Staten Island. This was possible by the participation of USACAPOC(A)’s Army
Reserve units in those cities taking on the operation in their local communities, reaching out to
social services agencies, and finally raising and delivering toys just in time for the holidays.

Hosted by the U.S. Army Reserve Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne),
the operation involves airborne units on Fort Bragg, U.S. Air Force air lift wings from Pope Air
Field and three other locations, and jumpmasters from around the world. Paratroopers, who
are selected by their unit or are lucky enough to be selected through the second chance lottery,
each donate a new unwrapped toy. Paratroopers are then manifested, train and jump with a
foreign jumpmaster in order to earn that country’s airborne wings. In the airborne community,
Operation Toy Drop has become an annual holiday tradition.

The toys collected go to social services agencies, children’s homes, hospitals, schools, and to
individual families in need of a little assistance during the holidays. The first Toy Drop raised
300 toys distributed in the local area. In 2010, Toy Drop raised 10,900 toys which were
delivered throughout North Carolina and selectively throughout the mid-Atlantic and as far
west as Tennessee — home of Randy Oler. This year’s goal was 12,000 toys.

While the operation has always been open to spectators it was never promoted to the general
public. That changed in 2010 with the decision to not only promote Operation Toy Drop as a
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great military family-friendly spectator event but to engage the general public in toy collection
efforts and to attend the events main jump day.

Operation Toy Drop collection boxes were distributed throughout the community again this
year. Radio and television PSAs were produced with the Carolina Panthers and distributed
throughout the Fayetteville and Raleigh media markets and numerous interviews were
conducted with local media, particularly radio, to promote toy donations to invite the public to
Fort Bragg'’s Sicily Drop Zone for the main event on Saturday, 10 December 2011. In addition,
we partnered with the Fayetteville FireAntz Hockey Team to promote Toy Drop at a series of
home games giving fans the opportunity to donate toys at each event.

To help spread the word among paratroopers, we developed a series of posters, flyers,
business-card-sized handouts, and a dedicated website. As the operation neared, we unleashed
an aggressive media relations program including daily call-ins to local radio stations and
national media outreach, the highlight of which was a 3 minute live satellite television interview
on Fox&Friends with the USACAPOC(A) CG and Santa Claus — who happened to arrive for the
main event on a Blackhawk helicopter early that morning.

In addition to the on-site media operation, Operation Toy Drop was streamed live via the web
with two live cameras and numerous interviews with planners, participants, and attendees.

All of these efforts resulted in an extremely successful community relations event for the U.S.
Army Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne), Fort Bragg, and the Army.
When all the toys were counted, the event garnered more than 20,000 toys — nearly doubling
the previous year’s totals. Of note, the event has raised and distributed more toys in the past
two years than the previous 12 years combined.
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Research

Nominee: U.S. Army Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne)
Public Affairs Office

Army Service Component Command: U.S. Army Reserve Command

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 23.7% of children in the Fayetteville area live at or below
the poverty level. The unemployment rate in this area of North Carolina has held steady at just
under 10 percent for the past two years. Nationally, the unemployment rate in the cities where
USACAPOC(A)’s Army Reserve units are located hardly fare any better. Social services agencies
and non-profit organizations have become at times overburdened with requests for services
and support.

Taken together, this data meant that a large number of families with children would be without
the means to provide a toy for their children during the important Holiday Season.

Operation Toy Drop was started in 1998 by then Staff Sgt. Randy Oler with those kids in mind.
That first year he and a few colleagues on Fort Bragg pulled off a small airborne operation
where participants donated toys for the opportunity to jump with a foreign jumpmaster. That
year they raised 300 toys. Over the years the operation grew, and some years it raised more
than 2,800 toys. However, there was never a shortage of need for toys, and requests from
charitable organizations and families always were greater than the number raised. With the
economy stalled locally for the past two years, we set our goal in 2010 for 6,000 toys and raised
nearly 11,000. In 2011 we set our goal at 12,000 and raised more than 20,000.

Paratroopers had always given generously at Operation Toy Drop with each paratrooper
donating a new toy — some more than one —and the toys have always been the latest, most
sought-after toys of the year including video game consoles, bikes, and other high-dollar items.
Even so, the operation can only sustain so many paratrooper participants. With a finite number
of chutes available, we knew we had to expand our scope in order to increase the number of
toys we could collect.
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In addition, from our research of previous Operation Toy Drop after-action-reports, media
coverage, and discussions with past participants, we learned that while paratroopers had a base
level awareness of Operation Toy Drop they did not understand it’s importance or impact on
the community at large. The community at large had virtually no awareness of Operation Toy
Drop.

As such, Maj. Gen. Jeffrey Jacobs, Commanding General U.S. Army Civil Affairs & Psychological
Operations Command, approved three strategic communications goals:

Increase public awareness of Operation Toy Drop

Increase paratrooper participation in Operation Toy Drop and their understanding of its
importance to readiness and the community

Increase the number of toys collected

Increase opportunities for USACAPOC(A) Army Reserve units in other locations to host
Operation Toy Drop events in their local areas
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Planning

Nominee: U.S. Army Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne)
Public Affairs Office

Army Service Component Command: U.S. Army Reserve Command

We developed a three phase plan that, in each phase, involved command information, public
information, and community outreach. The three phases were development, promotion, and
execution. The community outreach objectives of Operation Toy Drop:

Increase public awareness of Operation Toy Drop

Increase paratrooper participation in Operation Toy Drop and understanding of its
importance to readiness and the community

Increase the number of toys collected

Increase opportunities for USACAPOC(A) Army Reserve units in other locations to host
Operation Toy Drop events in their local areas

USACAPOC(A) strategic communication messages throughout Operation Toy Drop where
stressed in every phase of planning and with all participants, leaders, and event planners.
Strategic communications messages:

“Operation Toy Drop Annual tradition that allows the Airborne to give back to the
community that supports us so well.”

“Operation Toy Drop is an important joint and combined airborne operation that brings
all three service components of both Army and Air Force together with Allied Countries
for combined training that enhances interoperability.”

“Toy Drop’s goal is to both conduct safe, valuable training AND to raise toys for area
families in need.”
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“USACAPOC(A), and Army Reserve command, plans, hosts, and executes Operation Toy
Drop demonstrating the efficacy of the Operational Reserve.”

Early during the development (Planning) phase, USACAPOC(A) PAO reached out to subordinate
elements throughout the United States with an invitation for the Civil Affairs and Psychological
Operations units to participate in Operation Toy Drop by collecting toys and delivering them to
social services agencies in their local areas. Eight units agreed to participate in Los Angeles,
Seattle, Dallas, Austin, San Antonio, Baton Rouge, St. Louis, and Staten Island. Next,
USACAPOC(A) PAO identified social services agencies, children’s homes, and similar
organizations which service children and families in need or are in crisis. Through targeted
phone calls and emails, agencies in each market were identified. Unit representatives and
agency contacts were introduced and close liaison were established to identify the number of
children serviced and any special needs. The plan to take Toy Drop national was underway.

Concurrently, unified and themed campaign materials were produced including posters, flyers,
and business-card-sized-handouts to promote the event among the paratrooper community.
These materials were forwarded to each participating unit location for use in Army Reserve
centers and in public outreach as applicable.

On Fort Bragg, coordination with the Army and Air Force Exchange System and Morale, Welfare
and Recreation garnered permission for Toy Drop volunteers to place posters and flyers on all
AAFES and MWR locations on Fort Bragg and Pope Air Force Base.

To further increase awareness among the paratrooper community, announcements were
created for Fort Bragg’s TV system.

Since our research showed that most paratroopers had limited understanding of Operation Toy
Drop’s history, purpose, and impact, we coordinated with Fort Bragg’s weekly newspaper, The
Paraglide, to produce five feature stories that ran weekly leading into the operation. The series
dissected elements of Operation Toy Drop in order to tell the complete story of the world’s
largest combined airborne operation. In addition, a story about Randy Oler and why he created
Toy Drop and a final story on the upcoming operation itself would round out the series.
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To aid paratroopers and the public in learning more about Operation Toy Drop we expanded
the content on our a vanity URL, www.optoydrop.net, where the history, photos, maps, FAQs
and of course toy donation information could be found. We further decided to link all our
online and offline activities together — so that all social media, websites, articles, emails and
flyers were all linked back to each other with the website as a central hub for information.

Since we knew there would be a lot of idle time among paratroopers lined up to donate toys,
wait for their chance to be manifested, and in between sustained airborne training, we decided
to develop an Operation Toy Drop brochure. This document would include a welcome letter
from Maj. Gen. Jacobs, a history of the operation, an FAQ, and a list of where the toys
ultimately go. This small brochure would increase paratrooper awareness of the importance of
Operation Toy Drop as a community outreach opportunity.

The Carolina Panthers, the NFL franchise located in Charlotte, NC, approached us wanting to
help with this year’s operation. Public service announcements were produced with Carolina

players and paratroopers during this phase for both TV and radio throughout the Charlotte,

Raleigh and Fayetteville media markets. Produced spots and DJ scripts were included in the

packages.

An aggressive media plan was developed to promote the event including the use of two
satellite systems with multiple feed windows, two live cameras, multiple to-tape cameras, and
still photography support to ensure wide coverage of all aspects of toy collection; all elements
of the airborne operation to include train-up, aircraft operations, airborne operations and
recovery; and toy distribution. The media plan included escorting on-sight media as well as
arranging for interviews via the satellite systems throughout the operation.

In addition to utilizing the satellite feeds for media interviews, we decided to stream Operation
Toy Drop live via the internet utilizing the feeds and the Defense Imagery and Video
Distribution System (DVIDS) website. Interviews and commentary schedule was developed to
enhance the viewers understanding of the operation.

The USACAPOC(A) PAO budget for Operation Toy Drop was limited and resources would be
executed out of organic capabilities. All materials including posters and flyers would have to be
produced within the command utilizing existing resources. USACAPOC(A) PAO organic assets
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included two officers, one broadcast NCO, and four photojournalist. Recognizing the need for
additional PA support, USACAPOC(A) PAO coordinated with Army Reserve headquarters for
augmentation including two satellite systems with operators.

Phases Il (Promotion) and Il (Execution) will be detailed in the next section of this entry.

The research, strategic objectives, and phased plan combined to ensure that the 2011 Randy
Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop was not only successful, but exceeded all expectations.

10
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Implementation

Nominee: U.S. Army Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne)
Public Affairs Office

Army Service Component Command: U.S. Army Reserve Command

Beginning in June, volunteers from throughout USACAPOC(A) reached out to surrounding
communities and spoke with social services agencies, sports organizations, and businesses to
determine whether they would partner with Operation Toy Drop in raising awareness among
their employees, fans, and customers and whether they would help collect donations of toys to
boost the operation’s efforts.

More than three dozen businesses and community organizations agreed to host toy collection
boxes and promote Operation Toy Drop in the greater Fayetteville, N.C. area. Numerous radio
and television stations played Operation Toy Drop public service announcements with three
local radio stations running a significant number of interviews and promotions in the weeks
leading into the main event.

Units in the other location began toy collection in their Army Reserve centers and continued
liaison efforts with the identified social services agencies. Through personal contacts and
targeted outreach efforts to service clubs such as the Lions, these efforts resulted in significant
toy collection efforts in those local areas and provides a solid foundation for a more broad
community relations program for these units.

Once again this year, for the second season, the Fayetteville FireAntz, the local professional
hockey team, promoted Operation Toy Drop during their home matches in the weeks leading
up to the operation and invited fans to bring toys to the final game before Toy Drop. At that
game, the FireAntz delivered the toys to USACAPOC(A) on the ice and played a series of videos
produced by USACAPOC(A) PAO to promote attendance at Toy Drop. Through this partnership,
another 1,000 toys were raised for area kids.

11
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For the first time, the Carolina Panthers football team joined Operation Toy Drop to help
promote the event. PSAs with Panther players and paratroopers were produced and distributed
to TV and radio stations throughout the Charlotte, Raleigh, and Fayetteville areas.

In addition, numerous interviews were conducted with media locally and regionally to promote
raise awareness, promote the toy drive, and to invite the public to the main event. In
conjunction with this effort, photographs and video from past Operation Toy Drop events were
marketed to media throughout the area.

Posters, flyers and handouts produced in the planning were distributed throughout Fort Bragg
and the surrounding area raising the “buzz” among the paratrooper community. Staff regularly
revisited locations and replaced posters as needed. Staff and volunteers, throughout their
regular business, also handed out the business-card-sized flyer to any paratrooper they
encountered thus adding additional buzz.

In addition, USACAPOC(A) PAO liaised regularly with the Air Force public affairs officers for the
numerous wings participating in the air operations portion of Operation Toy Drop to ensure
proper messaging and to ensure that the Air Force personnel actively involved in the operation
were included in media activities.

In early December, the team transitioned to the execution phase and actively and aggressively
pitched local, regional and national media garnering significant coverage including more than
five minutes of live interview time on Fox&Friends via satellite from the drop zone during the
main event. Two-dozen media outlets utilized the satellite or phone-in interviews with
Operation Toy Drop planners and participants and the USACAPOC(A) PAO team escorted six
media outlets on site to include the largest area newspaper the Fayetteville Observer.

In the eight other locations, toy delivery events started the first weekend of December, the
Army Reserve unit’s monthly Battle Assemblies, with the first event taking place in San Antonio,
Texas. HMMWVs from the 17" PSYOP Battalion delivering toys to the Fisher House, the
Children’s Shelter, and St. PJ’s Children’s Home in the local area.

12
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Daily leading up to the main Operation Toy Drop event, interviews were conducted with radio
stations throughout the Central Carolina area encouraging toy donations and attendance at the
drop zone for the event.

The USACAPOC(A) Facebook and Twitter feeds were refreshed with the Operation Toy Drop
logo and fans were invited to change their profile to include the logo and to help spread the
word. Daily updates included video clips and photos of past Toy Drop events and the
preparations underway. Once the operation commenced, near real-time updates were
provided with additional photos and video.

To prepare planners, volunteers, and others working the event for media engagements,
USACAPOC(A) PAO distributed consolidated messages and talking points which ensured
consistent messaging for the event.

On Friday, December 9, 2011, the toy collection and manifesting day for paratroopers, more
than 4,000 paratroopers turned out for the event — each with a toy in hand to donate — for their
chance at the 300 parachutes set aside for the second chance lottery. Combined with the 3,700
paratroopers already manifested for the operation, each of whom also must donate a toy, we
knew we were well on our way to reaching our 12,000 toy goal. USACAPOC(A) PAO ran a live
video feed via DVIDS throughout the day and through aggressive media outreach conducted
more than a dozen live interview via satellite and telephone with key leaders and event
participants.

More than 2,000 spectators turned out on Saturday, December 10 for the operation’s main
event —to watch more than 1,500 paratroopers take to the skies over Fort Bragg’s Sicily Drop
Zone in multiple passes of three to four C130s each. A big hit this year was the arrival of Santa
and Mrs. Claus via Blackhawk helicopter early Saturday morning.

In addition to viewing the day-long airborne operation, recovery, and foreign jump wing
ceremonies, we provided a rock climbing wall and other activities for the kids. The local country
music station, which aggressively promoted Toy Drop in the weeks leading up to the main
event, broadcasted live from the drop zone. Most spectators brought additional toys to donate,
and, by mid-day, the on-site display alone included nearly 1,200 toys.

13
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USACAPOC(A) PAO continued the live video feed from the drop zone with two live cameras. The
highlight of the effort was a live Fox&Friends satellite interview with USACAPOC(A)
Commanding General and Santa. USACAPOC(A) PAO provided significant video and still
coverage of all aspects of the operation uploading to DVIDS, Facebook, and targeted media
marketing in near real time from the drop zone.

Besides the airborne operation itself, the real work of phase lll is toy distribution. Immediately
following the airborne operation, toys are sorted and bagged per the needs of the various
charities receiving toys.

Volunteers, called elves, from USACAPOC(A) then deliver toys to all the facilities, homes, and
institutions before December 24™". The effort at Fort Bragg was duplicated by the eight units in
Los Angeles, Seattle, Dallas, Austin, San Antonio, Baton Rouge, St. Louis, and Staten Island.

At its conclusion, Operation Toy Drop had raised 20,135 toys — nearly double the original goal —
for kids in nine geographic areas who might not otherwise be fortunate to get a new toy for the
holidays.

Of noted success is the expansion of Operation Toy Drop into additional communities in 2011.
While the publicity in these locations was purposely limited, the success locally for each of
these satellite events has laid the foundation for future Toy Drop events as well as expanded
community relations programs for each of these Army Reserve units.

14
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Evaluation

Nominee: U.S. Army Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne)
Public Affairs Office

Army Service Component Command: U.S. Army Reserve Command

The commander’s direction was clear — “Operation Toy Drop is about Soldiers supporting the
community, so get the word out to the community and invite them to participate; see if we can
expand the operation to involve more of our units.” With that direction in hand and goals set to
raise more toys than ever before, USACAPOC(A)’s Operation Toy Drop team developed and
executed an aggressive community relations and media operations plan that exceeded all
expectations.

The 2011 Randy Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop significantly enhanced the Army’s
community relations program not only in the Fayetteville area but throughout the country. This
is evident in the fact that more than 13,000 toys were donated to the effort by the public. Toy
distribution expanded greatly this year with as many toys going to communities outside of the
traditional Fayetteville/Fort Bragg area as were collected and distributed locally.

More paratroopers participated in the event than during any previous Operation Toy Drop
confirming that this event is the premier holiday event of the Fort Bragg community.

Finally, the ultimate goal of Operation Toy Drop was providing toys for families in need during
the Holiday season. While there is never a shortage of need, our goal —thought to be aggressive
at the time — of 3,900 toys was significantly exceeded resulting in 10,895 toys being collected
and distributed throughout the central Atlantic region.

Sample media coverage:

e Fox&Friends — live 3:00 live interview drop zone

e NBC-17 (Raleigh) — multiple stories and live broadcasts from event

e ABC-7 (Raleigh) — multiple stories and live broadcasts from event

e WKML Radio (Fayetteville) — multiple promotional announcements, DJ reads, and live
broadcast from event

15
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e Fayetteville Observer — two feature articles
e The National Defense (VFW and syndicated) — live interview
e Paraglide — six feature stories
e Numerous online stories including:
Blackanthem
Dropzone
Army.mil
ArmyReserve. Army.mil
AF.mil

The communication objectives were managed through aggressive pre-event promotions, media
engagements during the event, and ensuring that planners and staff were well versed on
strategic talking points. These messages were well received and demonstrated in the media
coverage of the event.

16
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Recommendation

Nominee: U.S. Army Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne)
Public Affairs Office

Army Service Component Command: U.S. Army Reserve Command

Supervisor COL Terrell E. Parker
Chief of Staff
USACAPOC(A)
Phone 910-432-2213
Email Terrell.parker@cie.army.mil
Fax 910-432-9820
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Supporting Public Affairs Products/Media Coverage

Nominee: U.S. Army Civil Affairs & Psychological Operations Command (Airborne)
Public Affairs Office

Army Service Component Command: U.S. Army Reserve Command
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W esactly vihat be veas loaking for when he stepped Inside the busy toy

" shore fied with hollday shoppess. As a kid, Blum, who's now a 2nd
Feutenant, loved anything with whedls and headed straight to the large remote control
saction of tha boys” toy area.

12.8.11 Story by Staff Sot. Felix Fimbres, Spe. Kathryn Summerhill and Staff Sgt. Sharitya

Wels

341st Psychological Operations Company soldiers give toys to
§ children
J The 3414 Psychologieal Operations Company amived Fxe Santa Claus with

" Humvees firf of toys to the Wierd Fisher House focated on Laddand Alr
Force Basa in San Anton'o, Texas. The first Wiford Fisher House began in 1991, when Fisher
was on a business trip and noticed a Sator who had been sleeplng in his car, Fshefaskedme
man why he was staying in his car and he sa2id he covidat afferd a hotel room so Fisher paid
for a room out of his pocket.
12.4.11 Courtesy Story

14th Anntual Randy Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop: Behind the
scenes of the world's Iargest combined airborme operation (part 4)
Packing a parachute requires the LAmost concentraiion and atiention to every
single detad, because the LS. Army parachute riogers are responsible for the
He of every paratrooper who steps out of a plane,

12.1.11 Story by Staff Sat. Felix Fimbres, Spc. Kathivn Summerhi#l and Staff Sgt. Sherityn
JeRs

o.more news from USACAPOC

Recent Publlcatmns

09.25.2011
Summer 2011 Edtion in a smaler

H09.26.2011
USACAPCC{A) Sumimsr edffion

quadt:
] pt-Tcation from the Lln"tei Hales
'5! . Am'r,' Ch’l Affaus and Pspchodogical

hitp://swww.dvidshub.net/units/USACAPOC 2012/01/04
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North Bethesda paratrooper leads Operation Toy Drop
Paratroopers collect toys, leap fiom planes B
by Alex Ruolf, Staff Wrifer B
In his ime In the U.S. Army, Brig. Gan. Alan Stolte has served ADYERTISEMENTS

on peacskeaplng missions in Kosovo, and, as a paratrooper,
Jjumped Into action in Kuwait.

But this month Stolte, a North Bethesda resident and {he
depuly commanding general of tha LS. Army’s Civil Affairs
and Psychological Operations Command, has a new mission.
It's ona that will require both his sidlls as a paratreoper and an
officer: Operation Toy Drop,

Operalion Toy Drop is a combination toy drive, where service
members donate children’s toys to soclal service agencies,
end complex non-lactical airborns operation in Fort Bragg,
N.C.

U.S. Armey Sgt. Fefix R. Fimbras Lic. Gerald Ostund
checks his blackberry wh2e coordiating the media
elements partidipaling in Operation Toy Drop st Forl Bragy
on D¢, 10 during the 14th Annu sl Randy Oler Operakon
Toy Drop, hosted by the ULS. Army Civil Affalrs &

(PN i Comm
Soliders who donate a toy fo the drive are entered into a Pyehclogical Operations and.
lottery, the winners of which can participate In a 12-plane
simulated jump, this year the largest alirborne operatien sver
underiaken, with 1,200 paratroppers, sald L1 Col. Gerald

Ostlund of the U.S. Army Ressrva al Fort Bragg.

1
i
o
i

Stofte said although paratroopers can earn thelr forelgn
Airborne wings, a medal that many sport for bragging rights,
by participaling in the operalien, there's anather reasen why
the 1oy drive has cenlinued to expand each year since its
inceplion in 1998,

More Hews
Hearting on Costeo gas slation facing moere delays

Montgomery coundcil enters 2012 with unresolved

“Paralroopers like helping peopls,” he said.
issues

adverfsemant

T-Moblle conlinues search for cefl tower sites in
upper Morigomery

Siiver Spring nonprofit direclor brngs international
exparience

Tech Council of Marylarnd: Ralse biotech Invastment
tax credit program to $24M

Fereign Alrboma wings are eamed when paratrocpers take
instruction from a non-domestic instructor, Slolte sald. The
{oy drop exercise Is dona with Jump masters — paratrooper
Instructors — from countries allied with America, such as
England and Turkey.

Stolte both wili jump and oversee this year's drop, which has gathered about 20,000 toys, almaost double last year's tolal
of 11,000, Osund sald,

Toys will be given lo sodal service organizations and foster homes around Fori Bragg as well as to the Fisher House
Foundation, which provides housing for famitles of service members belng treated &t miitary medical centers areurd the
country, he sald. These toys will be distributed at the end of this month.

aruofi@gazelle.nst

http:/fwww. gazette.net/article/%l 11228/NEWS/712219592/1080/north-bethesda-paratro..,

RECENTYLY POSTED JOBS  seau-

RECEPTIONIST
HORIZON HEALTH GROUP - Rockville

TELEMARKETING
High's Chimney Servica - Gaithersburg

Secretery .
Hearn Insulation & Improvement Co. - Sifver Spring

INTERNET
SPECIALS

2009
Chevrolet Traverse

R EA X o T .?i:l Aote Veteds b
Szz ﬁ@g 3& V6 249 GIt
o i

AT,
mi(‘na‘ S, KB Radw

Criswel[ Chevrotet
603 Quiree {é,"f',‘:”" Bi Ga.lhﬂsggzg. MD xa78

inchude s 3 bis) monts
} 3858

of t8 (e,':mN
T tea:(%éﬁ
v s elichen el oom

2009

TOP JOBS

Aviation Telford Aviation, Inc
TELFORD AVIATION - Mitwaukee

See all>

Healthcare Community Clinic, Inc
Community Clinic inc - Rockville

LUBE TECHNICIANS
The Lube Center - Fredesick

Tugora

Gift Guide

Gazette Gift Guide

2012/01/04




Page 1 of 2

LocaliState 3
Operation Toy Drop lands in Fayetteville

Firiday, Deoamber 03, 2011
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POPE ARMY AIRFIELD (WTVD) -- Thousands of soldiers lined up at Pepe Army
Airfield before Fight Friday moming 1o make sure afl the good boys and ghls in the
Fort Bragy famiy have something nice under the tree 1his Cheisimas.

From bicycles to ection figures, the troops brought presents o donate to the
Operation Toy Drop program.

"As an Eagls Scout ['ve dona this kind of thing before whe et
drive, so | think it's reafly important so that everyone can b

Bragg Seldier Spec. Jonalhan Maten sald, i‘} iClS e]]

rl-;;rme last 14 ysars, Oparation Toy Drophashelped famd * * * * * * * * *

idays. Last year, more than 10,000 toys ware coliecled

went national, and organizers hops to push that number to Research Invitation

gg‘se%&mi::#;unsgwu;onoiﬁ&g adsmn sm's{ onyoTL;iuse of
il ;i \ websle bo heb us botlor undersand your expertercd. The

The Fayattevills communiy fs elso on board Survey ShOUd oriy 18 YOU § rinUtes 1o €ompkle &nd your

respardaswil remak anooymous and confdertial

“We've got toys donated by the Kids al E. Melvin Honoycu !

bixes boys and gils toys from e ages. Got the whole trued  Woudyou Bke fo particpate inthe suvey?

Wellbrock with Oparation Toy Drop.

Ves| ¥eskudister <] Mo}
1 think it's & very nice program helping the peopla of Faye
Capt. Ignacio Martinez sald. Tt's an honor for us lo be herg
from Fayetteville to0.”

BursgyBgdb ek Fadishar com e rvever 9 2" esnéu‘hﬂyl‘(‘nim Oritm,
Click hete for more on the hislory of how lhe program got h;ﬂ:‘,ﬂfﬁ::{:;:;gmﬂ‘;;ﬂg; E;a‘:ﬁm‘,mcﬁ:\?ﬂg; by
Nt cod e o conduet Fuivasy Polky,

There's something in it for the soldiers too. By taking part, paratioopers 818 piot
into a letlery for a chance lo eam forelgn jump wings from alffed soldiers around
the world. Eleven alied countrias have sent jumpmaslers: Cambodia, Canada,
Chile, Estonia, Germany, Latvia, the Netharands, Peland, Thalland, Ukraine, and
Unuguay.

"Most of the soldiers are trying to get the Thal Wings because thay're the largesl
and {hey're really hard to get because Thal doesn't get here very often. And
they're hand embroideared,” said Becky Caldwell with Operation Toy Drop.

Fort Bragg Soldier Ple. Jake Ovilt Is one of the lucky ones. His number was
called. Hell eam some ney wWings.

*{ actually brought 1his It's called an Aqua Doodle,” Ovitt sald, "Magic Markers and
it writes only on the paper, which is good for parents so | figured [t would be a

good toy.”

The sponsor Is the Army Reserve's U.S. Army Civa Affairs and Psychological
Operations Command - headquartered at Fort Bragg. The Air Forcs Reserve's
A440th Alrkft \Wing Is in charge of the alrplanes. C-130 carge ailplanes hava come
from arowndd the United Stales.

The mass jump takes placa at 8 a.m. Salurday on Sicdy Drop Zone.

Crassifieds | Report A Typo| Send Tip | Gef Alerts | See Click Fix
Follow @abef{ on Yitler | Becoma a fan on Facebook

(Copyright ©2012 WEVD-TV/DT. All Rights Reserved.)

3et more LocaliState »
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| Recommend | g55 peonis recommend this.

MORE ABC11.COM
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Niagara C-130s support e Py
Operation Toy Drop at Fort
Bragg

Posted 127142011 Updated 12/142011 Email story  Print story
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by Tech. Sgt. Joseph lcKes
S14th AUERt Wing Pullic Affairs

12/1412011 - Miagara Falls Alr Resefva Statton, NY. + The 914th Alrift
Wing here partic’pated in the annual Operatien Toy Drop over Fort Bragg,
N.C., Dac.10.

Operation Toy Drop 15 a8 weak-long, phianthrople preject where American
amnd forelgn paratreopers stationed al Fort Bragg contribute new,
um&:apped toys Lo be distibuted to boca! children's homes and soddal Opesation Toy Drep Decembar 10, 2011, Fert
service agencies. Bragg, HC. Operation Toy Drop is a wesk-long
. . . . cjec! whera Fort Bragg's paratreopers donale
The drop Is a daytime, non-lactical eihorne operalion superdsed by gy's o be cisirbuted ta boodd chiddran in need.
foreign miflary jmpmasters - a rare treat for paricipating U.S, Seldiers (U.S. Alr Force pholo by Tech. Sgl. Joseph
who reSish the eppertunity to earn a forelgn nation's Jjump wings™, IcKea)

Slarted in 1698, 2011 marks the first year Cparalion Toy Drop goes Download HiRes
national. Operation Toy Dxop i3 now the largest mutti-national aiibome
operation in the werid,

Click here to s22 the video.

Ho commenis yet.
Add a comment

The Gificlal Website of Air Force Reserve Command AF Poflal  $Re fdap  ConfactUs Questions  Security and Privacy nolice  E-publishing
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Operation Toy Drop: Troops gather toys for needy
children

Staff photo by Andrew Craft [*] cickto enlargs

Spe. Robert Grelghton, left, donates a toy during

By Hichasl Futch
Staff writer

Barble was surrounded by a mob of soldiers on Pope Fleld's Gresn Ramp Friday
moming.

For that matter, so was Ken,

The enduring Mattel toy dolis wers among thousands of gifts collected in big
cardizoard boxes for Fort Bragg's 14th annual Operation Toy Drop. Paralroopers
drassed in their ACUs also dropped off Captain Amarica Dise-Launching Shields,
MP3 players, basketballs, plush Kissing Simba and Nala Llon King dolls,
Transformer Mud Slinger Jeeps, Hot Wheels, Buzz Bee Belt Blaster dart guns and
Kid Trax Melody scoolers for toddlers.

On {his day, the Green Ramp had luned into Toyland.

Sql. 18t Class Catherine Reese, one of the eives helping to collect the gifts, said
one soldier donated a $250 retall Nintendo DS game console.

This year's goal: 20,000 toys.

The toys will be distributed to 27 organizalions, including local children's homes an
soclal service agencies. Those agencles wil than dole them out to a cast of
underpriviteged children, so that they, too, can share in the joy of the Christmas
583500,

Early Friday moming, more than 2,200 Fort Bragg paralroopers could be found

Inside a couple of passenger ferminals, according to Scolt Murray of the 18th
Alrharma Carec 2.7 Alr Half wara alraadu an tha manifack eintted tn nortleinats in

http://www.fayobserver.com/articles/2011/12/10/1142823%7sac=Home

Videos Communities
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the annual parachute jump with jump masters from around the world.
As for the other 1,100?

Those soldiers had one last crack at making the field through an on-site loftery for
300 seals on the aireraft. Whether or not they had secured a spot in one of the eigl
Air Force G-130s, the troopers were asked to bring a new, unwrapped present for:
boy or girl.

Not only did 32-year-old Capt. Robert Riggs bring a shiny new ¢hildren’s bike, but
he had wrapped a safety helmat around one of the handlebars.

"l don't want them to hurt themselves," he said wilh a grin.

Rigys said he would never get this opporlunity again. He's only in the 82nd Airborm
for a yaar. Come May, ha will become a forelgn area officer - a commissioned
officer who serves as a regionally focused expert In political-military cperations.

The public Is invited to walch today's scheduled jJump during the main airbome
operation. They can also donate toys at that time.

Weather permitting, the first soldiers will land on Siclly Drop Zone before 8 a.m, If
today's weather is bad, the first drop will be Sunday.

Like Riggs, $gt. Christopher Chamberlain already had his seat in the plans. He
donated a Little MermaXl neck brace - hls chikiren like wearing one while en long
{rips In the car.

"It's more about the kkis,” Chamberdain sald, " woukin't mind having the wings, bu
it's more about the kids. | have twa (aged 3 and 5). Some kids are less fortunale
than mine. That's why I'm here.”

As for those wings, the 28-year-okl Chamberlain was referring to the foreign jump
wings that soldlers can add to thelr array of military badges by particlpating in the
fump. Ten gllied countries have sent jumpmasters. Soldiers who jump under the
instruction of ancther country’s jumpmaster earn the right to wear that country's
afrbome wings on their Class A uniform.

*Its more of an honor to be able to wear these wings,” Chamberialn saki, "They're
allorring us to wear their wings.”

Sgt. 1st Class Maggle Peppers, 40, was anxious fo get her wings. That's why she
was carrying a Revell model it - a Boeing C-17A Globemaster I miftary transpost
plane - for some lucky child with palience,

“We're in for Cambodian wings,” she said,

Murray, of the 18th Airborne Corps G-3 Alr, Is a founding member of Operation To!
Drop. He recafied when Sgt. 1st Class Randy Cler, who is credited as tha original
organizer of the event, told him about an idea he had - toys for kids with an airbom
tudst,

Seven years ago, Oler died of a heart attack while aboard a C-130 cargo aircraft.

*Last year we raised over 10,000 toys,” Murray sald. “Toy Drop Is always
successful. The best thing about this - it shows the heart of the Amsrican
paratrooper, Some of these guys, they struggle month to month to make ends
meel. They're out here with Ninlendos, Game Boys. IU's giving from the heart.”

Staff wriler Michasl Fulch can be reached sf fulchm@fayobserver.com or 4656-
3529.
| Recommend |
Comment on this story:
You must log in to comment on this story.
Have an account? Don't have an account?
Login - Reglster

It's free and easyl

When you post comments on fayobserver.com, we ask thal you keap the convarsation chd anc
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language of innuendo. Don't harass ethers, launch personal attacks or suggest or threaten
violencs,
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Operation Toy Drop to bring 4,000 paratroopers and 20,000 toys
to Fort Bragg

FORT BRAGG, N.C. -- More than 4,000 paratreopers wilt be In the skies Saturday, Dec. 10
around Fort Bragg for Operation Toy Drop.

Operation Toy Drop Is a week-long,
phitanthroplc project where Fort Bragg's
paratroopers {and visiting paratroopers
from across the nation) Individualty
contribute new, unwrapped tays to be
distributed to local children's homes
and soclal service agencles.

Despite the project's name, these toys
are not "dropped” anywhere except into
the arms of deserving chlldren
throughout Cumberiand County and
Horth Carelina, Because of this,
thousands of Amedican children who
may have not received a toy from
Santa Claus, can now wake up and
experience the joy the of Christmas.

{5

Cambodlan and American Jumpmasters, pictured
here working together, along with jumpmasters
from elght other nations, gathered at Pope Army Afr
Field, N.C., to famillarize themselves with the T-11
parachute In anticipation for the 14th Annual Randy
Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop, which officlally
kicks off Dec. 9, 2011 at Fort Bragg, N.C, Last year,
donations from Fert Bragg paratroopers and their
famiites helped contribute to the more than 10,000
toys which were distributed to children in need
around the focal Fort Bragg communlty.

The drop Is actually a daytime, non-
tactical alrborne operation supervlsed
by forelgn military jumpmasters - a
rare treat for participating Soldiers who
relish the opportunity to earn a forelgn
nation’s jump wings.”

In 2011, the event goes rational, and International, as units In California, Washingten,
Missousl, Texas, Hew Yark, and Louislana have all joined the mission of holiday cheer and will
ba distributing thousands of toys to thelr local communities.

The operatlon brings Army, Air Force, and Allied Countries together for combined training
that enhances interoperability.

There will be 53 jumpmasters from 10 countries and the U.S. who wil! be participating this
year: Germany, Canada, Netherlands, Cambodia, Thalland, Uruguay, Ukraine, Poland, Latvia
and Chlle, Paratroopers earn the wings of the country they fjumg with

8 Alr Force C-130s also will participate.

The first year, 1998, 550 toys were collected, Last year, OTD distributed nearly 11,000 toys
and this year's goal 1s 20,000 toys,

Masterminded by then-Staff Sgt. Randy Oler In 1998, Operation Toy Drop started as 2
relatively small-time success backed by some big-time coordination. Qler's dream of
incorporating Airborne operations, forelgn military jumpmasters and lecal charittes was a tall
order, but Oler was never one to shy away from a challenge. He approached his
commanding generat within the U.S. Army Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations
Command with the idea and was glven the green light to spearhead the profect.

That December, after elght months of planning, USACAPOC(A)’s first annual Gperation Toy
Drop had been complated on a wing, a prayer, and Oler's handshakes across several
organlzations, It was small, and very few toys had actually been raised - but it was a start,
and from that point on Cler had a foundation to build on.

Over the following years, Operation Toy Drap expanded te Include aircraft support from Pope
Alr Force Base's 43rd Alrlift Wing, and welcomed the participation of Soldiers from Fort
Bragg's XVIII Alrborne Corps and 82nd Alrborne Division, These Soldiers” enthusiasm to
particlpate in the budding hollday tradition greatly outwelghed the numnber of jump slots
available, With limited sgace on the planes, the project’s organizers arranged to draw names
of participating Soldlers at random to fill the slots. The name drawing has become one of the
maln spectacles of Operation Toy Drop, where hundreds of Soldiers crowd together for the
chance to hear their ticket number called, no matter how long the walt.

Cler had warned his colleagues that he mlght net be around for what would have been his
seventh year running Operation Toy Drop. Sadly, he was right, but not due to any relocation
orders. On Aprll 20th, 2004, Sgt. 1st Class Randall R. Oler suffered a heart attack while
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performing jumpntaster dutias aboard a C-130 aircraft. At 43 years old, Oler was
pronounced dead at Womack Army Medical Center, The Tennessee native had joined the
Army in 1979 as an Infantryman, spending time in Ranger and Speclal Forces battallons
throughout his career, and had deplayed in support of Operations Desert Storm, Provide
Comfart and Joint Endeavor., In 1995, he joined USACAPOC{A) to become a Civil Affalrs

specialist,

Oler's humanitarfan spirit built Operation Toy Brop from the ground up, and it's only
appropriate that the following December, his dream-turned-reality was dubbed the Randy
Oter Memorial Oparatlon Toy Drep by those who had worked so closely with him over the
years, The vold left by Gler's death was a difficult one to fill ~ Oler had run the operation
from memory for six years. With no written notes to work from, key players scrambled to
make the connections that Oler had worked from his head over the previgus years,

Operation Toy Drop has coflected and distributed over 35,000 toys - from bikes, to dolls, to
video game systems - for lecal families and children in need.
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Fort Bragg conducts Operation Toy Drop

By MyNC Staff

: 4 housands of Fort Bragg soldiers lined up
Friday morning to donate a toy for a chance to jump out of a plane.

NBC-17 © Copyright 2012 Media General Communications Holdings, LLC. A Media General company.
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- Countdown to Operation Toy Drop

Drop box localions are still collecting toys for the big jump.
By Keliy Twedel! - Email the authar . December 7, 2011

Cambodian jumpmasters gathered at Pope Army Air
Field to familiarize themselves with the T-11

parachute In anticipation for the 14th Annual Randy
Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop, which officially
kicks off Dec. 9, at Fort Bragg. Last year, donations
from Fort Bragg paratroopers and their families helped
contribute to the more than 10,000 toys which were
distributed to children in need around the local Fort
Bragg community.

Drop Box locations:

. Fort Bragg- 82nd Airborne Museurm, JFK Museum,
i USACAPOC Headquarters,post exchanges and mini-
malls.

Fayetteville- FireAntz building on McPherson Church
: Rd., Buffalo Wild Wings on Skibo Rd., Fayetteville

. Cadillac, Lee Hyundai, GD Graphics, Miller Motte
Community College on Ramsey Strest, Wilson 4x4,

i and Enterprise Rent-a-car.

Email me updates about this story. IEnier your enail eddress | Keep me posted
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Aircrew takes off for
Operation Toy Drop

Posted 1292611 Updated 1232011 Email stary Printstory

@ R BEED

by Master Sgt. Jamas Branch
£4th Airaft Wing Public Affairs

12/9/2011 - DOBBINS AIR RESERVE BASE, Ga. -- Dobbins C-130s
koaded with 700th AERt Squadren slrcrew and memoers of the ELS. Army
352nd Combat Camera, East Polnt, Ga.,, took fight in route to Fort Bragg,
H.C. in suppert of Operatlon Toy Drop, laking placs fomormow.

The alreraft wit join other C-130s from the 4401 AlER Wing, Pope Army
Alr field, N.C., 145 AW, Charlotle, N.G., 107 AW, Niagara, H.Y_, and Casa
212, UH-6Q Blackhawk andd CH-47 Chincok helicoplers,

Hosled by tha U.S. Army Civil Affalrs and Psychologlcaf Gperations
Command, Operation Toy Drop 1s a staple In the Fort Bragg community,
and pives reservs and active compenants of the Army and Air Force the
opporiuniy to combing efforts end give back ta the famEss and
communities that support them throughout the year,

Approximately 4000 paratroopers from the U,S, Amry Chvil Affairs and
Psychological Operatiens Command, 18th Arbome Corps and visitirg
paratroopers from 11 countries will parachute from Dobbins' and other
sireraft and deliver new, unwrapped toys fo be distributed o focal
chidren's homes and social service agendss.

Last year, Dobbins provided aidift support and helped in distributing nearfy
11,000 toys. This year's goal Is to deliver over 20,000,

No comments yet.

‘Photos o)

Dobbins C-130s loaded with 700th AUt Squadren
aircraw and members of the US. Ammry 3820d
Combat Camera, East Point, Ga., fook fight in
routa to Ferl Braga, N.C. in support of Operation
Toy Drop, laking placa Dec. 10. Approximately
4030 paratreopers from tha U.S, Army Civld Affa'rs
and Psycholegical Operations Comymand, 8th
Alrborne Corps and vistting paratreopers from 11
countries wil parachuts from Dobbins' and other
arcraft and defiver new, umatapped toys to be
distributed to local chidren's homes and sodial
service agencles. (LS. Air Force pholo/Mlaster
Sgt. James Branch)

Dowrdoad HiRes

Related Links

¢+ C-130 Hercules Fact Sheet

Add a comment

Inside Dobbins ARB

The Offictal Web Site of Dobbins Air Reserve Base
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PHS grad part of massive military toy
collection operation

Ric HallockGig Harbor Life

Thursday, Dacember 29, 2011

There’s no doubt that Santa's sleigh can hold quite a number of toys. But even the
Jolly Old EIf himself would be impressed with how many toys one former Gig Harbor
resident helped deliver for the holidays.

Lt. Col. Gerald Ostiund, a 1986 Peninsula High School graduate, was part of the U.S.
Army’s 14th annual Operation Toy Drop that took place Dec. 10 at Fort Bragg, N.C.,
bringing in 20,000 toys for needy children across the country. The Toy Drop is
overseen by the U.S. Army Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations Command
(Airborne).

Ostlund joined the Army Reserves in 1987, after graduating from PHS, and attended
both Western Washington University in Bellingham and later the University of
Washington in Seattle. He worked at a Tacoma advertising agency for a number of
years before being mobilized following 9-11.

He served 15 months on active duty in [rag and alsc spent a number of years working
at the Pentagon, ending up at Fort Bragg where he is currently stationed. This is his
second year working Operation Toy Drop, a program that started in the mind of a
single paratrooper pulling safety duty at a drop zone.

The first Toy Drop netted around 700 toys, while last year’s event brought in more than
11,000. The idea behind the program is based on a simple premise: paratroopers love
to earn foreign jump wings.

A paratrooper can earn foreign jump wings only when they jump with a foreign jump
master -- something that doesn’t happen very often, Ostlund said, as there normally
are only foreign jump masters from Germany and Chile on the base.

But for Operation Toy Drop “we had foreign jump masters from 10 différent countries,”
Ostlund said, including Uruguay, Ukraine, Latvia and Cambodia. “A lot of paratroopers
would love to have jump wings from the Ukraine,” he said.

Those who were on the manifest for the day got to jump, but for those who weren't so
lucky, Operation Toy Drop provided an extra 300 chutes that were given outon a

http://www kitsapsun.com/news/2011/dec/29/phs-grad-part-massive-military-toy-collecti.., 2012/01/04
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lottery basis the night before, The catch? To qualify for the lottery, a paratrooper had to
donate a new toy to the cause.

“We had 4,000 guys show up for the second chance lottery,” Ostlund said. Although
just 300 earned a chute, Ostlund said no one asked for their toy back. “These guys
have big hearts,” he said.

The Fort Bragg community also participated. Ostlund estimated around 2,000
spectators attended the Dec. 10 event, many of them also bringing toys to donate. And
paratroopers weren’t the only military personnel on hand. The weeklong jump exercise
involved jump masters, pilots, safety officers and medics and volunteer “elves” who
helped sort and transport the toys.

On the day of Operation Toy Drop, 1,500 paratroopers made the jump, with three to
four planes airborne at a time with 50 jumpers aboard each one. “We literally filled the
skies,” Ostiund said.

The toy donation went beyond the borders of Fort Bragg as well. Eight other cities
across the country hosted toy donation events Dec. 10 with Army reserve units
distributing collected toys in those areas, including the Fisher House at the VA Medical
center in Bothell. Fisher House provides a place for families to stay when loved ones
are in the medical center for extended periods.

Ostling added that although there was monetary limitation set a for toy donation, “If a
McDonalds Happy Meal toy was given as a donation, the elves had a ‘box of shame’
where that toy would go and a great deal was made around the base to make it known
who donated the toy and they would be required to get another donation,” he laughed.

But the smiles at the end of the day belonged to the countless children from infants to
teens who received a toy thanks to the generosity of everyone involved with Operation
Toy Drop.

With planning for the event starting in June, he admits there is a lot of stress involved.
Asked if he would do this again next year, Ostlund replied,” if you asked me two weeks
earlier, | might have given a different answer. But now that we’re done this year, then
yes, | will do this again next year.

“In Civil Affairs, this is what we do. We figure out what is needed and make sure
civilian sources are taken care of. Toy Drop allows us to do that at home.

Ostlund said that when the Army finally tells him to retire, he’ll look back on his long
military career and of the top three things that will give him pride, “| guarantee Toy
Drop will be one of those three things.”

http://www kitsapsun.com/news/2011/dec/29/phs-grad-part-massive-military-toy-collecti... 2012/01/04
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Operation Toy Drop

By MyNC Staff

: his month is the 14th annual Operation
Toy D10p The event raised more than 10,000 toys for children in need this holiday season.

NBC-17 © Copyright 2012 Media General Communications Holdings, LL.C. A Media General company.
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Spouses of a paralroopers fom 1 st Brigada Combat Team, &2nd Arbomne Dnislon, are loaded Wta a C-130
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14th Annual Randy Oler Memorial Operatio

Behind the scenes
of the world's
largest combinad
girhorne operation

Br STarr Sor. Sramin WHIS,
Srarr Sor, FELx Fiyeres

the operation g.-m\; grosaing
mvoce thas 56,000 toy donations
since its beginning.

Last year, the event drw moce:
than 4,000 paratroogess, 10,500

Randy Oler Memoriad Cyera-
tion Toy Drop Is scheduled for
Dex. 10, on Sicily Drop zone

ANp S2c, KamE Stvgrmine, at 7230 am, and b promised
USACAPOC PAO 1o be bizger and better, poid-
ing more toys for Farilies in
(Editors mste (s i a pratti- need. Paratroopers who wonid
sbory sertes that eeill expliin wobat  Bke to participete nead ©o bring
Operatizr Toy Drop & soba started anumstapped, brand new toy
it ard vhe pocple wbo meake the to Green Ramp on Dec. 8, at 8
event baggen oaraft yoar, T am, during the parachute lot-
woeeks fopic fs aboud Randy Ok, tery in peder to eam the oppos-
the frrmder 4 atisn Tep Drep. tunity tojump for foreign jump
Hexterpds Bate been taken from wings from Uksine, Unizay
20105 siory series en the event) Cambodis and eight other coun-
tries participaring this year,
Randy Oler, according to close fF bores will he svailable
fiends, wasa mans man, atrue  at each post eschange on Yort
American, bgger than fife, and. Bragg and throughout the com-
a gende giant whose greatest manty the instal-
weakness was a chikd’s smilke, o lation for people who woold Ike
when he approached fourof his  to donate toys. The local hockey
close friends shout an idea he team, the Fayeneville FirAntz,
hrad that imvolved an #irtbome \;;ﬂz}mbcuﬂhﬁrgmsdudrg
rtion, forcign jumpmasters,  their mifitzy appreciation game
gi. child.ren,?;d Tots of fun, T 6, which they're dedicating
they 21 jumpad on board. to Operation Toy Drop.
Oﬁnﬁmth' mﬁ,ﬁfw‘&dhy Looking back at the growth
the US. Army Cril Affsirsand”  of Operation Toy Drop over the
Pyehological Operations Com-  past 14 years, itis cleas that Qtler
mand, was bem in 1998, was able to bring to 2 bz, mif-
Thar Decersbes, after tary ommunity the small-t@sn
eizht months of planning, “help-your-neighbor” menth
USACAPOCS Erst Operzion Ogn;)aTenmsee mﬁv‘n;,'joix?etd
Toy Drup had been completad the Amyin 1979 as an infantey-
caaprerand multiplehand-  man, spending time in Ranger
shukes between Okrand several  and Special Forees battafons
organizations around the Fort throughout his caseer, Ee de-
Bragg commanity: in szpport of Operations
The operation gives the mifi-  Desert Storm, Provide Comfort
tary ;uﬁiﬂw cvilizn community  and Jeint Endeavor In 1995, ke
lh«::gartunily to belp Families  joined USACAPOC to becorme
in oo the helidayseason,. o civil affalrs speciafist
Panaroopersbring anumerapped  *Ele doved to drink his Moun-
toy tor donate in excharge for tain Dewand had t have his
the opporturity to get jump cigaretre with it You had to get
wings from afied coontries to knany him, and when you got
around the world, This years to knerwr him, once you keamad
event wilt hostallied jurnpenas- 0 know him — you hved
ters from 11 countries. him,” said Harris Luther, Prime
“The first Operation Toy Drop,  Knight manager for Pope Field,
with the help of Marine pilots,  who met Oler while coaching
was very small and collecred fve youth spors. “(Flewas) past 2
toys. Inthe years that followed,  true American and very caring

Fror mren SUSHAECC RO

Sqt. st Class Randy Oler, founder of Operation Toy Drop, Inspects

Aal. Gen, Herbert "Buz” Altschuder's, formes

commanding general

of 1,8, Army Chil Affairs and Psychological Operations Command,
parachuté during tha 2008 Operation Toy Drop, Ofer, al 43 years old,
sufared a heart 2ttack whia parforming jumpmaster dufies aboard 2
C-130 arcra% and passed aaay on Aprl 20, 2004, Afer Cler's deati,
tha operation was dedicated ta Wim in memenam

person. You can't deseribe {Oler)
injust one word, He troly cared
ebout people, You just cant say
enough good things about him.”

By Apsl of 2008, Oter had
been promted 1o sergeant first
class and was ﬁnishil? upan
asignment at the ULS. Army
John F. Kennedy Special Wirfare
Centerand School Evenwith
relocation erders in hand, Oler
wzs alveady peopuring for thet
year's Operal:mToy Drop, He
wamed his friends that he may
ot be there to fulfill his Suties
for the operztion, bt he was
still ahle to prepase as ong ashe
could,

On April 20, 2004, Szr. Ist
Chiss whn]:hﬂ R Oler suffered
aheart attack while perform-
ing jumpenaster duties aboand a
C-130 aireraft, Av43 years ofd,
Olerwas nced dead at
VWomack Army Madical Center.
Afies his dezth, the operafion
was dadicatad to him in memo-
rhm.

“Losing Randy was real kard,
becawse [was here the night
Randy paseed away on the

aireraft,” exphined close fiend
Wilke Vikithrook, a retired Air
Fome master sergesnt and now
head Yoadnuster for Operation
Toy Drop. T got the call that we
had an in-flizht emergency: Lot
dudnt realize at she tima who it
was untl the next day: Losing
was tough because Randy
was the heart and toul of this
epertion.”
Close friends couldnt see
continuing with Ope ration Toy
without Olerand thst K
years eventwasin} ly: Oter
was 2hle to do ol the coordinat-
ing in his head and didnl write
anything down. But by August,
Oler's fnends looked at each oth-
er aod dedided that Oler would
have wanted them to continue
helping the children around the
community.
“Fhere’s one tory 11ike to
tell. O year, we had a bunch
of tuys end Randy and I putsm
inavan, and we drove cut to
Tennessee, We uptoan
aruipdu»f?sttfs there
were in tears because they tobd
15 that thos were the enly toys

n Toy Drop

those kids were getring, That's
why | come back every year.
Maybe THost sight of thatafeer
Randy passed, but I new remem-
brer that day-ard no chibd shoutd
be in that sort of position,”said
Soott Murray, fiend and former
Splbierin the XVIITL Airbome
Ceaps.

Murray s now the XVILL
Alrborne Corps G-3 Air point
of contact and Katson berweea
USACAPOC and corps when
the Randy Oler Memoial Op-
eration Toy Drop Is in fall swing,

ration Toy Thop s now
the largast, combined aitbome
cperation in the world Teis
Beld by the Army Reserve's
USACAPOC with the help of
Fope Field's 43nd Aicift Wing,
the participation of Soldiers fom
Forz Bragg’s XVIH Airbome
Corps, 82nd Alrborne Divison
and Special Operations Com-
mand.

“We have said thet if Randy
could see vs nor hed be augh-
ing that (the operation) has
gm from Hey bubby; can you

tp me get 200 people ona
B i o e B

% Jampi 1 t
ﬂ ﬂ tf:\r?rg {over 10,(&?
foy donations,” bighed Becld
Ca¥dwell, a cloze friend and
“Head EIf™ for Operation Toy

“I denit think you'lt ever meet
another person hke Randy,”
“’eﬂ]:-mgek reflectad, “Randy left
alegary and 1 think his degecy is
whzt he said on the back of that
pictarp tasck with Scotr Mur-
ray. Itwas what he could do for
Joral kids and be b the ground
running. It's biewn into 2 huge
operation and K think Toy Dieop
wit be hereas boog asKids are in.
need”

For mose informarion shout
donering toys, attending the
event, bocattons of toy Hon
drop-off baves, o the FireAntz
military appeeciation gamwes, st
\v\mMmt Openzion
“Toy Drop is alsa on Faccbook,
search for Operation Toy Drop
and “Ehe™ the page for the qeck-
est, up-zo-date information o
the event. -
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nation Toy Drop
s norr the largest con-
hrxdulnmqtnnm
ins the world Ieis held
bydae Anny Rﬁen;‘:

from Fort Br@s X\'I]I

Airbome Cocps, 820d Air-

bome Division and Spedal

Operztions Command
The first Opersdon

Tay Diog, with the help

of Marine plots, b3

2 serafl amount of toys.
In the years to follow,

the operation cont

by ETOR, ZTORSIGE L0
ﬂ&m donations
nex it's beginndng. Last
year, the evear deew more

than 4,000 paratreopers,
105900 toys, and 24 altied
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¢catity. Itsmgi?ngdur

Fas ’dunfnx’rgane
toa L
Lf)w“ﬂ].“rehm
cint in Foy
wh. we have
up!e:ndiecom:mmry
For giving toys to the less
forturnate. And there are
inoaar area thar
aba)}rd) need it i we
peonide thesz toys,
th:yvsm‘tlmmru*utta
iw:foc(:hnmms, said
Choskey,
*It's anamudng fect-
ing to sce gar Soldiers
give so exch It gives ma,
especially hist yeasy \;‘t gives
e gooseplmples.
had so mzny toys bast year
thatwe U fit them
inside 2 pav-shed ... ids
an amazmg feeling when
you can't fit a8l the toys
that were domated into
pax-shed where yuu can
t:dnummijoﬁngu!
m[\ux!wte«,iul)wrmt
%cr:n muxetqssmthm}
s

e nothi
¢le, You'd em{«lnm

}mAmznu’Stzryappﬂ—
shatica games, visirwaw

pdrop. e, Operation

is 2le0 on Face-
h:ok.se:.rchﬁ:-roitrwn
o o ikt
t, 1)

gﬁmmﬁmnﬂmmﬁm
event,

*We nead to ensure
that after everyooe in this
comunyaniry hus reticed o
m%donwamwurm,
that Toy Deop is still going
mrg.uy a:ned McClow

161 wake up 20 years
Enxnnm;andﬁndm;;l;q’
is sl on
i?wb;gtrdnmudlts

rztional and that moze
children ase geiting toys .
vlmswiun)wunuﬁn
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f;_‘ Yule Mart
©Graft Fair

Yu:e Mart will take place at the
Fori Bragg Club on Fort Bragg on

November 1820

zad will feature

64 booths contalning the works of
toeat and regionat artlsans sclling

their handerafted products.

Shoppers will find

an areay of ftems,

inchuding holiday decorations, Jrwekey,

Americana ¢rafts, a0d

homernede breads,
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14th Annual Randy Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop

From parachutes to calculus class, paratroopers, students team up to spread holiday cheer

Ty Srare Scrs. Fan Fusses
AND SHARIIYN YWHIS XD
Src. Kane SwnmenanL
USACAFOC

(Exditzas ryste: This ds pard t8ree
of 2 pudii-story sevies that soif
expain wchet Operatisnt Tog Dregr
i s startad i, and the porple wchs
rzthe the eoent bay ey fler
e THG ekt ;f?:' {uﬂ-r?fﬂe
Nereh Careding Sofosd. d Scterve amed
Adztbomatiin Durbam ond the
teczy wwho dectdnd tabelp cthers in
read)

While most teeniagers ave wor-
ried sbont what they are getting
for Chuistmas, a small bue growe-
ing numnber of them are becoming
moce interested in the Jads wio
izht not be getting this
G AT
an Hemera and Knemal Amin
are jotning paratroopers froen Fort
Brazg to speead hobday choer to
the local ity in the name
of the 14th Annual Randy Oler
Memanial Operation Toy Diop.

Iz may seem Fie an odd mix
at first, bt it’s ebionss that the
Chuistmas spinit dosen’t care Fyun
wear a urdform or are studying
kb,

The two students atiend school
atthe North Carcfim School of
hS:l;-:n'm;l acn.dal:;dhﬁx:md:;? n Dur-

o and got G Joy:
!:»ugthﬂcu.igl’sI-Ier\'\'r.!'sfl:ﬂ';trl;:":l1
grandfather who both served in
the Army and have been support-
ers of the operation,

“Lachually wanted to sce the
operathon st yeas; bt T ceesddn'e,”
said Herrera whe s organtzing
the effortat the scheol 5o 1
thotghtit would be a wonderfut
thing to do school wile this year™

In onder to get the ball rofEng,
Henzraimited Swff St Chris-
tina Hipenbecker, air coondinstor

ard primary pamguraster for
ration Toy Drop, tovist the
NCSSM carmpus in Durbam and
ik ahor Operatis Toy Drop
and the impact it has on the com-

munity,
Hiperhecker and 2 cadre of
student body representrtives, set
up shop ina ksy halfway of the
schacland ing up Op-
exations Ty Deop. Many of the
students Hgenbeder n%ed to
were surprised that the Army was
runring such a proiect, and 2l
exited for the drnce tobea part
of it. Many of them even asked
what sort of togs were reded
rost. Hipenbecker explined that
alot of tays get donated for beys
and not a bot for yuung and teen-

2z gk,

‘I k!m.vmm'yw}mmgn and
what I'm geing to akeady
said one of the s nthnis-
astically beﬁ)renmngdﬂ.ma
krndry Bst of ideas,

“The enthistaam was infections,
and ity been a word of mouth
camyaign that has sparked 2 huge
Interest on campus,

NCSSM isa vnigue reidential

Frot by B91 5 Fa R Foebra t EACAAOE FAT
From lefi to right: Stalf Sgt. Christina Hppenbecker, Maya Davls,
Madelaing Katz, Zask Foalr, Logan Hamera, Vipu! Vachiarafard hold up
aTay Drop poster infront of the the Morth Garobna School of Scence
end Maeh in Durhan, 1.G. on Friday, Studenis from NGSSMwitba col-
Tecting toys and suppartng Toy Drop ke help spread hobiday chesr,

Yizh school whose stademt body
s comprizad of teens from each
county in Norih Carclina.
“We're memhers of nwo com-
mexities, NCSSM in Dutham
and then gur homstown, soit
£V US 211 £Xt CppoTtunity o
reach cot,”s23d Herrer i
And dés effect has already
materiafized in Hamidwrg, N.C,,
near Haren's homatesn, where

the Hickory Ridge High Schood
Buﬁm}w’zﬁgm Opena-
tien Tey Drop concert to ritse
wwaremess and collt toys.
INCSSM and Hidkory Ridge
High zre two of mpze thm a
dozen schodls, universties, and
area basinesses that heve adopted
ration Tey inchading
Fayetterille State University and
the Fayettevilk FireAntz, the hocal
hockey tezm. Sening the local
uxnxmrﬁtyhas beenonz of the

Dwm Sgt. Lst Class Randy
Oler started it in 1998,

Even thouzh 2011 madks the
first year Operation Toy Drop will
go coast fo coast, the event will
semain small-community centered

tharks to the unique rature of s which has really exdited a e of
host, US. Army Cril Affsirsand B&" Amin
Piycheligical Operatienss Com= *1 defindrely think students
mand The event gives the - wonadd donate regendless of the
tary and the cvilfsn community  prizg,” added Hermea, *Saniczis
the opportunity to belp Famifes  one of the qua'ities we ook for in
inneed over the holidsy seawn. applants and over the summer
I‘a.ra::wpersbnnga.nu.rrﬁraﬂtd \v’earem‘,uu’edto perform over
toy tordonate in ex] 60 honers of commurity sendoea
opporturdty 1o prt year to graduate, so its very mach
xﬁrgsﬁlmzmﬁ&x\m agart of NCSSMs culowre,” he
This year's event will ot alfad i
Jamgmasters from 11 eccntries. school is reafly excited
USACAPOC & made vp of about service and we really Bz to
neady 13,000 Army Reserve o= getimulved, soitwas 2 great op-
dicrs who gre very much a part of pjrmmty amumi(%:_ﬁmn
thelr bocal community In 30 states  timey” sadd Amin, who ks 2 sentor,
and n Puerto Rico, unitsin  Kieping the torch going is one
five states are spearheading their  of Herreras goals.
o Openation Tay Drop events “I willbe at the school next year
to raise and defiver naw tys to mlmmnnmenmn)warﬂ
ids who might othenwise be mgmnltmﬂ)ecmnuzmd
£ en. 1 dﬂﬁmta'yfnrﬁee it contirrring in
of the handext things frvs  the future,” said Herrera,
15 acnaally finding eut who needs “Even if we collected goe 10y,
the toys,” said Hiperbecker white st making that one ki s
tetking with Amin shout possle  wonld be enough for me,” smited
roles NCSSM could phyin Op~  Amin “That's incentive encugh.”
emﬁaﬂ'lwb-cg‘She chaflenged  The 14th Annual Randy Ok
them to help Ul Memoal Operation Ty Drop is
Tocate kids who might otherwise.  schadnled on Bec, 10, 0n Sie-
ot frave a happy Chutstmas, ity Drrop Zoce, at 730 a1n, and
INCSSM might be perfeatly promies to be bigger and better,
suited to help expand Openation. 2%owing more tuys o he given
Toy Drop, bifing. ved an to Famibis In nead. Paretroop-
al’?ﬁtym}e &%hmngmm ers wishing to partidpate nead
tacks gheady, tohrmganum’rq}\ai,l:rmd
“We have already broken the rew toy 10 Green Ramp, Po
world record for most food col- Field, on Dec. %,at B am, during
§omd,cmve definitely kve to the parachute lottery in ceder to
a.ﬂm;u‘tmcvursnmﬂmu- eunlheop;mumqmpunpﬁx
nity;” expleinad *So it realt Jamp w
n'lztraﬁnsalm:n:(::a:h|:vf1.rsi.l'uﬁv'xzd'w.‘l)-r a.rrlumtiduﬂezg,ht
2ly tobe able to put a smil ona cd\erwm;wm;ﬂnngﬂm
dﬂfsf&:e. year.
\uemhm(.rga -hall For more information about
tition (for doniting toys, attending the event,
mf\mmrs‘nﬂt?n?dtop- oth-mor?uf domtion col-
g;muutywmdmmroﬂxt Tection bemes, vist ww.opioy-
-2z and panticipote inToy dropunet. Opertion Toy Drop 3
D—opsax.rhomenfm}u:mmng, aka on Fachook,

To the rescue: Blue Star Mothers help others in need

By See. Qldahoma Air Nafional with the mifitary Efestyle.  sriwmphont, more thanjust  to Olkdehoma,” said phone, As he shiaved her
ParLA. Hotsrox Guard, rerumed o the Provencher and her ajob; they considerittheir  Provencher. the picture, he began to
AV A Crezs 7AO US. aleng with the first huband are Ay veter-  calling, On the night of Ramsey’s  become srenwhelmed with
mainbody o XVIIT Az~ ans, whe hawve two children “Our mission s to reach  anrival, Provencher and emotion.
bome Corps flom Iraqto who are currentiyin the out and s all the Linn waited along with *“When he was looking at
Fort B N;\yanc’nArm}; withone  servicemembers,” said the Famifes of XVIU the picture om his phone, [
he would be cumently ol Provencher, “Even though  Aitborne Corps, o see the  just Kssed him on the head
reunited with his Famity Addin, s Lints s~ theyare all grown men personwhom they helped  and gne him a hug asif
fmstead, be returnad on Exmdnsm:\nnyt:tiret, women, wesee them sommuch Tre was oo of miree,” Linn
emergency leave, with the and they have two sons & vur own c}n]dr:nm the “The fird thingwe did ~ sa’d. *He then said tome,
tregedy of both his wife and two sons-in-bw in fhe when he stepped into Temesst be jost a mommu
and doghtee bing liled  Army “ hjut hesitation, both  thehanger was immedi- bocause yoire doing
in a motor vehicle and- Before RamseySanival,  women immediatelywent  atelygiehimahug"sid  everything that’s making
dent, Linn reveived a phone call to ww!». ing to meet Provencher, We expressed  me foel better™
Fortunately for Ramsey,  from a fellinw Bhue Star that Ramsey our comdolences Alshough up to thar
there zre thote who sheay Mother in Oldehorma 2nd wuu.d meedvpontisar-  comforted himas muschas  point they d_‘j'mth'ﬂ.v
selfless service and help wasinformed of RBamegy’s  rval we could 2s he was getting  Ramsey persorolly; both
those, no mutter the cir- situarion. *We madz a tunch of ready for bis follow-—on women knew they had
doyed < J  cumstance. Ann Provench- “She asked me if we phooe calls and got Iodg- ion.” done the ight thing, asit
opectsisfor  Prowencter  erand Barb Linn would could help her and F said ing resecvations ready As Ramuscy was wait- is instilled in them to help
thelr Family b there for him when he )&mﬂ'rourkna'm'g any  for hlmandh:sacoﬂto ingforhisbags, heasked  thoseinneed.
back home to be Killad miost needed it of the diruimstances,” Lins, =:xy telongwith  Linnifshe wanted to see “Its the Ftde tlnngs that
only months before rede- Prowencher and Linn, satd.“F 10ld her to give me tions (o get the picture of his wife matter the most,” said
plojment. Unforturately;  both Bloe Star Mothers, a5 machinformation as aﬂrght outof Drurkem and daughter from his Provencher,
for Tech 8zt Doma!d an orgartization of moth- J'kewu!dmdwe would go
Ramssy, these were the eswhohave, orhnehed,  from ther”

. unmﬂtﬂhrs}rw.xa com-
ing home to.
Dn&'t. 17, Ramsey;

an airmsn from the

children serving in the
nations active, Reserve, or
Guand armed forees, They
have experience to it comes

These women consider
Ielping anyoae in need
inany type of diue-
o, whether tagicor
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14th Annual Randy Oler Memorlal Operatmn Toy Drop: A toy's story

By Starr Scrs.
Sarn vy WeiLs, Feox
Fimeres a%p Src, Kane
S1BIERHILL
VEACAFOL BAD

(Eders rde TRis s part
frve of a madti-siery series
rhat ag*lnm what Qgeralizn
Loy i, wodo gpartad &,
ard the pecple why make the
rventt haggon year ofter year
ﬂﬁ ekl frpls fealuresa

f’l  parairocper picking
1 o7 for fhe chamie bo
;:.vrp in fbe eventandearna

sel ef frreign jursp soings)

Steven Blum, from the
20d Battation, 504ch
Parschute Infantry Regi-
ment, knew exactly what
b was booking for when
be stepped indde the busy
toy store fithed with heliday

s As akid, Blom,
who's noew a 2nd heuten-
ant, keved anything with
ﬁi‘xd» and headed straizhe

rempote control
s toy aned.
‘\’\dl lf-'?w‘fn)ﬂﬁ
ration Toy Dirop
‘(;;;m that one of the
lxggcrneeds foﬂcqsw.b

qﬁ:ﬁi Bum ‘When 1

ws fierde, that was some-
thmgI really o}

Playing with. Sc:?h{
d‘ms comeﬂung]d ke to

B Finking shead, Btam
picked up 2 remote control
Ferrari and chedand
ke sure batreries were
inchuded or ot — they
were, Smifing, Bhom
headed to the cashier to
purchase his oy for donz-

oL
“Tm pumped, I'm excited,
and hopefully I getona
fJ on the Sth of De-
cr,;” Blum sofd as he

4 & & & & & 8

20059

Listing 38423504

Vina s taca

59,00
Listing #159643

ok oy
2nd L1, Steven Blum, 2rd BatlzFon, E04th Paratinda Infantry Regiment, picked out a remota-caontrated Feramiwith
battertas Included, to donats for & chance to jump in tha Operatien Toy Drop, Friday.

swiped his debit card. "We
sce that there are people in
onr own comamnity who
ase Jess fortumate and chisis
the chence 1o do cmmdung
to help thers oot that’s
umqoe to Fort Bragg and
the airbotie commranity.”
Bhum is referring o the
14th Annual Randy Olke
Opesation Toy Drop, a
phitanfhropie project where
Fort Brogg's paratroopers
and visiting pantropers
fom z2eoss the nation,
donate toys to be disrib-
nrad to children's o
and social service agencies
acx0ss the country. Para-
troopers who donate 2 1oy
are entered into a bottery
for the chance to eam for-
g p mq)mrrg;.. Hoqed
by the ULS. Army
Affairs :!IhiPs)’(im&gical

. & ¢ 8 @

189,
| Listing #904154)

51899
Listing #833978]

Listlng #903135

[ .
[5485.99

Opentiens Command and
fonndked by Sgr. 1= Class
Rznd) Olerin 1993, this
yeas’s operation will host

omprastess frorm 11
countries.

1 think it a pretty ol
idea. It's a winwin forboth
sides,” explained Blam,
who will be pasticipating
for the first time this year,
*Children in need get to
have a Bittke something ex-
tra for the holidays and the

paratmoopers out there gt
thc charsce to tam foign
jump wings, whichis pretty
pogutar for guys to et.”

The first Operation Toy
Dirop in 1998, with the
help of Marine pilots, was
vet? small and eptected a
sl numher of togs. In
the years that followed,
the eperation contirred

e s 5 & & & B

$10.99

Listing #667287)

Lruenored & Sase Bun Ser

8.96
Lsting 8724839

46,00
Listing #104939
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" WIses 8907779
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Enowledge Changes Frerything = fayobservencom

to grronw, raising moce than
56,000 toy domtions since
it's beginning. Last year,
ihe event drew more than
4,000 parateocpers, 10,500
togs, and 24 alted jump-
masters.

The 14th Anmasd Rendy
Oer Memorial Operation
Toy Drop Kids off with the
}ﬂnﬂ) on Fridayat8am.
Pamnmprs whowere ot
ady maf.tgh to eam one Df
1

ﬁxea..hum
chanoe at the
dmnﬁngulfwum‘np;ed
o?zﬁkmhop»wgftcxﬁ
the more than 300 pera-
chutes set aside for the Jot-
tery & e ran ¢zm a foreln
jump wing from Uksaing,
Unagusy, Camboddia ot oce
of the mherughrwunmes
perticipating this year

“T'he airhome openation is
ﬁ:hedrs mted for Do, 10, 0on

it Zone, 1 7330
a_m?a.rDu(iup Jets to be
bigger ad better allzving
more tuys tubegiwnm
Famites in

The ;r.i& cangko

JF_ma;n'em Opeation
uy Do and it's festivi-
hcs T)eu 10 on Sicily Dop
coPection bues
‘ f
cahmge on Fort Bng
anil throughout the com-
meanity surmounding the
instatlation foe pecple who
would Bee to doaate tuys,
“The locat hockey team, the
ayetteville FireAntz, will
abso be collecting s dur-
thelr mibitary apprada-
ﬁgame Taesday, which
they dedicated to Opesarion
“Tay Dy

“{Opewation Toy Drop)
_hows that nat prt the
E\g\g Iocal to Fort Bragg

peoplearein
resd andwant te ha;:, bzt
o around the workd,”

id Blum.“Eve
knoaws that there's somneons
out there who could use

i operztion
mt}ne\ﬁui:iltuht‘ed
by the Rezerve’s
USAS with the

of Pope Fields 440:h

Airdift Wing and the
United Stzrcs Army §
Operations
Fight Detechipent, s of
cosarse the participation of
Solers from Fort Braggls
XVIII Aitbarne Coups and
2nd Alrbome Divison,

On the way out of the
toy store, Blom , with the
remoe Femrasiin

hand, smited.

“The whole point of (this
event) i to soke semeone
better, it docsnt matter i
we gret ona fump or not if
we berefit or not, that's ot
the rezon for this,” he said.
“It may be an incentive for
some ot there o par-
rn:qrare butit's definitely

ahout helping others cut.
Irs a omerne fiw

Eormore mfomu
sson ehout donasing toys,
atrending the event or
Tocations of toy dovation
collection baves, vistt winwg

nmnTaj Drpis
s.'aoc:;:n}a?boc&, searth
for Operasion Tey Drop
and *bke” the page for the
quickest, up-to-dite infoe-

mation on the event.

fayobserverjobs

of ¢ 910-186-2786,

Grez empdness e the Hetbad of avy gea ompeny. Fndng ther ks W hard part, and
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Uses Manster's 65ersa’ seach taohmalagy 1 dafver the bestqualited eandidates - zartad,
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14th Annual Randy Oler Memorial Operation Toy Drop:
Behind the scenes of the world’s largest combined airborne operation

By Starr Sors.
SHarnyy WELLS
Axp Fraix Fisrss AND
Sre, Katis StanieriL,
VRACAPOCPAD

(Efitors nztes This ds part
feur of g prdii-stery sevies
1hat ccill explain what Op-
aation Toy Drcp i, woko
started 38, and the pecple
schs pake the evend Bagpen
year after year, Tir soeeks
topie fratures dbe para-
cbute riggers of the §241h
Qrarternaaiter Computny,
1wk ensure paratroses
are safily equipped, j{r the
cperatisn}

Packing a parachute
requires the utmost
concentration and at-
tention to every single
detatl, because the US.
Army perachute riggers
are responsible for the life
of every paratrooper who
steps out of a plane,

For the riggars of the
824rh Quartermaster
Company, safely pack-
ing parachutes and safery
equipment is abways their
first mission. But dealing
with 2,500 perachutes for
the 14th Anmual Randy
Gler Memoriat Operation
Toy Drop requires long
man-hoars and diligent
minds to ensure the safery
of every participating

2 L.
P%;:Drﬁ:nToy Drog,
hosted by the ULS, Arny
Civit Affsirs and Psycho-
legical Operations Com-
mand, was founded by
Sgt. 15t Class Randy Oler
in 1998, The event gives
the military and the chvil-
ian community the op-

tunity to help Families
?r?rmed iwer lhe;J holiday
season. Paratroopers
bring an unwrapped toy
to donate in exchange for
the opportunity to get
allied jump wings from
around the world. This

ar’s event will host ab-
ied jumpmasters from 11
countries,

“You have to prepare
for Toy Drop differenily
wersus 2 normal airborme

ration becwnse of
hirw barge the operzfion
acml}ﬁ;};is,' exphined
Staft Sgt. Michael Sharp,
824th QM Co. parachute
packer supervisor and
shop foreman, “It entails
alot more paratroopers in
a thort amount of time,
o you have to prepare
ac 2
“Teve beyen having
carly ywork calls the past
few diys, with the guys
working 12 hours days,
making sure that every~
thing gets done,” Sharp

Mained.

u}‘ -

We ectually have e
‘Toy Drops going on this
{ear, we have one in AP

I, Virginia and the
one here on Fort Brags,”
explained Py1, 1st Class
Jacch Smith, a riggerwith
the company: “So we need
to make sure the para-
chntes are safe to jump
before we can supply
them to the paratroopers.”

This s the first year

Pt 2y 309 531 Fen R Fs USACARIC £2D

Riggers prepare parédwxﬂssﬁor Operation Torf Dkop &1 Fort Bragg on Tuesday, Thousands of parachites are packed
and prepared by thess Army Resenss Sokfiers with the B24th Quartermasters every year ta support not ondy Opeta-
tion Toy Deap, but many other mssions as wel.

shat Operation Toy Do
will be conducted oursitfe
of the Fort Bragg area.
USACAPOC is made up
of nearly 13,000 Army
Reserve Soldiers who are
very much a part of theic
own local community in
30 states and Puerto Rico.
Seven USACAYOC
units in five states are
speatheading their own
15:'!1 Openation Toy Drop
events 10 raise and deliver
new toys to desexving
kids who might othersise
be forgotten.

Even though the opera-
tion is going to take a lot
of man houss to pack and
repack the parachutes
for two Operation Toy
Drops, the company is
supporting, Pyt. 1st Class
Jacob Smith, a rigger with
the company, explained
what keeps him golng.

“It means a lot to the
community and it’sa
great opportunity for
everyons,” Smith satd,
“This s my first ime
doing Toy Drop 2nd [
feel about it, 1t feels

10 be able to help.
out children and Fami-
lies that are maelbe going
through a ovgh time so
that they can have abet-
ter Christmas.”

Sharp said that Opera-
tion Toy Direp s a good
program that helps the
community and the mili-
tary 1o come together as
one and helps the dvilian

lation appreciate
militm' and that we
do care about the com-
maunity.

“Being one of the
supervisor riggess in
thzhop, my duties and
responsibilities are very
importznt in making sure
this operation goes, €5~
pedally with the amount
of parachutes we need.
So it gives me a sensé of
importance, if you will,
Shaep expliined. “The
m:gnihcxe of this opera-
tion is definitely felt eviry
day ] come in. Butits a

feclingbecavse a
Lot of Soldiers wouldn't

Ghildren with
untrealed mental
L, hiealth needs are
more likely to drop

Because now you Enaw, child mentzl hoath matisrs

get this sort of training
oulside of the operation
+.. working and fumping
with foreign jumpmasters.
It’s also good knowing
thatwe're doing some-
thing to helE out the
community,

“The first Operation Toy

in 1998, with the

ip of Marine pilots, was
very small and collected
a small amount of toys.
1n the years to follow, the
operation continued to
grow, grossing more than
56,000 toy donations
since it’s beginning. Last
year, the event drew more
thzn 4,000 paratroopers,
10,500 toys, and 24 allied
jumprmasters.

‘The 14th Annual
Randy Oler Memorial
Crperation Toy Davp is
scheduled on Dec. 10,
on Sicily Drop Zoce, 2t
7:30 am., and promises
10 be bizger and better,
altwing more toys to be
given 1o Families in need.
Paratroopess wishing to
participate need to bring
an umwrapped, brand
new tay to Green Ramp,
Poge Field, on Dkc, 9, at
8am, during the parz-
chute lotrery in ocder te
earn the opportunity to
Jump for foreign jump
wings from Ukraine, Uru-
guay, Camboxdia and eight

other cotntries partici-
ating this year,

With allied countries
participating in Op-
eration Toy Drop, apecial
care {s given to explain
the differences in equip-
ment and safety during
the operation. Before
paratroopers are given
safety bricfs from their
assipmed country, affied
Jumpmasters are familiae
Tzed with TLS. parachutes,
safety equipment and aic-
cxafts to ensure madimum
safery forall

Operation Toy Drop
is now the largest com-
bined airborne operation
in the world. It is held
by the Army Resenve’s
USACAPOC with the
help of Popz Field's
440th Aishft Wing, the
participation of Soldiers
from Fort Bragg's XVIII
Airbome Corps, $20d
Airbome Division and
Specizl Operations Com-
mand,

Looking at the growth
of Operation Tey Drop
over the past 14 yrars,

it s cdear that Oler was
able to hring to 2 big,
military community the
small-towm, “help-your-
neighbor® menta]i%Toy
collection bozes will be
availibl at each post ex-
change on Fort Baggand
throuzhout the commu~
rﬁgl;mmnding the in-
stallation fer people whe
would like to donte 15+,
‘The local hockey team,
the Fayetteville FireAntz,
will afso be collecting toys
during their military ap-
prediation g, Toezd ay;
which they're dedicating
to Operation Toy Drop

“It's a good feeling
knowing that ther's a
kid out there somewhere
and you have mzde his
Christrnas day 2 litle
better. It's a good feeling
knansing you made him
smile,” said Sharp, “Yes,

atroopers gt forcign
Jumpwings and all, but
iv's important to kaow
the true reason why this
operation exists and it’s
10 help out these in need
and the communify”

For more information
about denating toys,
attending the event,
locations of toy donatien
collection boxes, or the
FireAntz military appre-
ciation games, visitwww.
optoydrop.net.

Operation Toy Drop is
ako on Facebook, seanch
for Operation Toy Drop
and *ltke™ the page for
the quickest, up-to-date
information on the event.

Start your subsoriphion todayl
Cafl 1-800-722-0457 or 3230701
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Paratioopes parficipate in Operation Toy Drop, Det 8.

Paratroopers receive mucn
more than foreign jump wings
at Operation Toy Drop

By Starr Sovs, Siearnve Wes,
Fro Fssres am
Sec, KATIEE SUMMERHITL
TSACAPOC(A) PAO

(Exditers rote This s bast ozt tfa
raetti-story sevies that woill explain what
Operaticn Ty Drep 1, wobi startal
i, and the pecle who meake the event
hppen year gfler yoar Ths weeekd g
feturey the panackate Bttery and the air-
berr eperation en Siity Drgp Zore,)

It\n:;m5 nrmDec.g.atﬁi.;:,
whin trooper got in b
inﬁmtofGre}:HRu@mgguﬁFk“ai
that be wanted the dance oeama
piof Exg anprvings B
mivation was 1o
mleau;v}'tnachi}mm' lmﬁd%m
Spe. Jermion Jackson, 2nd Battahon,
319 Aitborne Field Artilery Regl-
ment, Headprarters and H ers
Battaben, joked that it took sbout a
week to prepare and frain to be th fint
perztrooper in Eine, specifi-
eafly a dot of push-ups and sit-ups and
eating right. But in realin; Jackson
vekie up really early; amoed witha
Captain America toy and tank.

“It's hirer m;itbecmac 1 I‘tanig:a
batdke buddy whowas parkad iy

nixt 1o me and hevwas there sinoe
soiidnight actually amd | shewed up st
2am Howeves, 1 figared instead of
staying inside the car and staying warm
and toasty; I devided go outand stand
in front 2nd now I'm the true pumber
gl&ﬂm tub(e number o'ln‘e,"

3d Jackson, “1 think (Operstion
Dmp)isabauﬁﬁ:l'»dea.]liktdwgm
hat some kads out there are going to
get squared mway Lhave bwo Bds of
own and we already have gur Christ-
mas setup soit’s good to do that for
somons el

Grier 3,000 paratrocpers donated
toys ranging from Barbies to bikes ro
MPs for the dunce tobeput intoa
lottery to eam the dnce & fump in
the 14th Anml Randy Ol Memo-
sial Operation Ty Drop. The fict thar
oaly 300 paracherzes where up for the
Lottery didn't stop these giving Solless
ﬁwnﬁﬂzﬁrgdutchibﬁgnmﬂw
country have a present under the tree.
Opezation Tay Drop rofied com-
TNty serviee aithomie operations
ani intermBoral cooperation all into
one giant event. All toys collected will
be dispersad to over 24 kocal childreds
homes and social senice agendies in
the coming weeks, not to mention the

handeds of toys already doauted and
Jistribasted to social service gpendies in
&ighit other locations from Califomia
to Mew York Military Farmilies in
need, and Fort Braggs Wemack Amy
Mefical Center abso receive their shase
of Operation Toy Drop gifts,

The n}azﬁd;?ghs the mifitary
comunerity the oppertnity to e
Yamilies u?need over the hoﬁdﬂyia-
son and offers Soldiers 4 holday treat
of their gwr Parstroopers who donate
anunmwrapped toy are enternd for the

tries— Toy veterzn pardcpents
Cmmﬁ&nmxm
and Polind, and neweomers Cambe-
&2, Latsia, Ukraine, Ursguay and the
Netherhinds,

Fope Fields Green Ramg brading
area turmed into the world's ast Hrely
:uys:meDec.Q,asSo‘x{frsEmiup
for the donation and amp slot raffle
with w)sinone}méﬁmehhe}—
meis in the cther The general e of
theamb among perstrocpers is donate 2
gift worth recenving; somethi yd
&hm’:ns@cﬁﬁhmmcl;lﬂﬁ:.?
wrrwrap during the hofidays.

Fos Spo,fames Hatl, XVITT Aiborae
Corps, whose botrery mamber was
called first, Operation Toy Drop was
st anotwe way to give hack to the

comnnumnity,

T just remember stasing at my ticket
trying to remermber my nursber and
as soon T heard it, 1ywas stoked, Irwas
crazy becase 1 do this every year, ot
the jurmp thing, but actually decte.
My mom is the cnewho actuslly sid
that i you have, you should give to
those who don't iﬂ\?,’ a;l}.um:l Hall
“Iwzsjust hoping tegrt imtde and get
as&x,aﬁdnfxtthﬂé‘gaotdﬁﬁ:ﬁ
L‘t‘;f;{j&.ﬂuﬂ)‘,m‘cr ught that

W

Hall brought a bicyele, helmet,
el and knee pads 2o be donated,
ou couldn't ride 2 igyeke
: PPE (proper prosestive
1).”
WM{H wating from sitbome
school i@qm sits prevented Hall
o jumnping. Operation Toy Drop
wil be I}Eﬁ\:xrhpmp for the para-
troaper who & afraid of hejghes.

Opention Toy Dop began in 1993
and at the time, brought in amund 550
toys for children in reed. Ins founder,
then-Staff Sergeant Randy Ol hud
drearad of an event thot combined

e
without

=
Santa and Mrs, Claus make a grand entranca on the'r steigh, & UH-60 Black

hurak, as they land on Sigly Drop Zone, Satwday. Operation Ty Dropls a
Famiy-friency event; spauses, children and fiends gathered at avieaing
area on tha drop zone to watch the'r lavad ones earn ther $5t of iternasanal

alrhorme wings.

sirbome operations, Forign mititary
fempmasters and bocal duarities, When
Ofer passed vy in 2004, Operation
‘Toy Drop inhenited his name and His

sphrit.

SP:‘;.ili.n.oe the beginning we haee col-
Yected over 56,000 toys. This sa way
for paratioopers to give bak to our
m:nnmrﬁrg,"sa':dhhj.(;m]eﬁ’ify
Jacchs, US, Army Crdl Affis acid
Psychologieal Operations Command

& ral. “For someone
Bl me\\'l'msf::hdxe}\rmy for 32
years znd been arpond the airbome 2
kang tims, it aways great to be around
paratroapers, especially groat to ba part
of an gperafioa kke this. Not only do
these giays get fo jump for fin, they
et to give these toys to ks formmate
chibdren”

Operation Toy Drop continues o
gy 2s rvee and more ergantzations
and businesses jump 1o support the

£ar of the event. Thus far in 2011,
?r::m.rrn‘.ﬂr}us surpassad 13,000,
and confinues to rise, as toys continu:
tocome in e the ma\:ieekﬁmn
special htes units and commar
r&tyd:ngg;nhmhﬁmim;d
Fayettaville.

“Toy Do is great for a mambes of
reasens, expraioad Jacohs, who has 132
Jumps in his bog. “Not only do we get
to help these 13ds have a great hoSday
season that they wouldn pet other-
wise, but we are sl ghving those great,
yong paratroopeTs the opportunity to
earn a st of foraign jump wings, a ooce
in a Bfetime expenience for them” he

wid
}_\ndasanArm'Resaw

affairs and (peychological eperations)
Solfers, wealo have the ma})rit’)'uf
the Heserves he
added. *Sa, it our
the rest of the Anny thatthere s ne

ity to sheay

diffevence between an Asmy Reseove
paratrooper and an active component
; for that matter the diffec-
ence between an Army Reserve Seldier
anid an active component Soldier So
it's a great cperation all aroumd,” Jacobs
hired.

ephi

Operation Toy Drop ks rwav the
word's brgest, muld-nation aitborme
Emm event incorporites

ot every active-dity Army unit on
Fort B:

Huﬂﬁj" 1he Army Resene’s
USACAPOC, Toy Drop is pssibte
only with the acthve suppont of Pope
Fiehfs Afr Force Reserve 440> Aurkft

Missouri, New York, 2nd Wadingten
participate b 1oy denetion disriu-
tions, spreading the event's spinit
matiormwide.

L jusmsped with Sergeant first Chiss
Ranidy Olerway back in the day
amd Flefi USQQ\XC;\POC before Tt

op came and ith great >
l%;cl,)' said Jaocks “ He boved doing
T things, e brved jurmging outef

the epportunity 2o

has grows; these guys and gals out hare
are doing both things and hewould be
very proad, “he siid.”

T the coming weeks, USACAPOC
Soldiers will defiver loads of toys to
childrent homes and seovice gzemeies
thrgughout the countey;

For more infonnation shout Opera-
fion Tay Drop or donafing toys, visit
wwwoptapdrepnet, Opesation Tay
Dopts a‘.s% oa Facebook, search
Operation Toy Drop and *Eke” the
page for the quickest, tp-to-date infer-

mmtion on the aent.
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14th Annual Randy Oler Operation Toy
Drop delivers

December 22, 2011

By Spe. Kathryn Summerhlll, U.S, Army Civll Affairs and Psychological Operations Command
{Afrborne)

1 Lie E Be the first of your friends to kke this.

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (Dec. 22, 2011) -- Visitors walking Related Links

tarough maln entrance of Levine Chlldren's Hospital In U.S, Army Civil Affalrs &
Charlotte, N.C., are surrounded by light. The hespltal's psychologleal Operations
pris deslan fills them with an unexpected sense of hope, | Command (Alrborne)
as the hospital Is home to 234 children ranging in age Fort Bragg, H.C.

from newbarns to 18 years old.
Toy Drop becomes a family

affalr

The children of Levine Children's Hospital suffer from

serlous inesses Including cancer and teukernla, yet werg | Operation Toy Drop

all smiles when Seldiers, Alrmen and Carolina Panther Army.mil: Human Interest
players visited the hospital, Dec. 19. Hews

STAHD-TO!: Army Velunteer
As part of the 14th Annual Randy Oler Memorial Corps - A Tradition of Service

Operation Toy Drop, Levine Children's Hospital was one of -
many reciplents of toys donated by participants of the charitable, airborne operation
hosted by the U.5. Army Civil Affairs & Psychologlcal Operations Command (Airborne), er
USACAPOC(A), headquartered at Fort Bragg, H.C.

Service members frem the Army and Alr Ferce, and players from tha Carclina Panthers,
took toys and clothes to the hospital, In hopes of raising same hollday cheer, The
panther players had the day off, but there vas no hesitation for the players to spend the
day with these children.

"We Kind of jumped at the opportunity to come out here,” sald Dan Conner, linebacker
for the Carolina Panthers. "It is unbellevable when you sge the Kids' faces when they
come in. You get to see thern plck out a toy, meet some of the players and meet some
Army guys. As a kid it has to be a great experience. It is something where you can put a
smile an kigs' faces who are in tough situations.”

And those smiles are what keep some of the Seldiers coming back to Operation Toy
Brop, year after year.

*This Is the side of Tey Drop that very few people get to see,” explained Master Sgt.

James McCloskey, a retention noncommissioned officer at USACAPOC(A). *It's a special
thing for me especially because 1 spent the first couple years of my life In the children's

http://www.army.mil/article/71259/14th_Annual_Randy_Oler_ O peration_Toy_Drop_deli... 2012/01/04
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hespital in Philadelphia. So to come In here and understand the extent of what some of
these kids are going through, it's an incredibte feeling.”

Levine Children's Hospital received a fraction of the 20,000 toys donated to Operation
Toy Drop in 2011, The rest are being distributed throughout the Carolinas and eight

other locations to hospitals, children’s homes, orphanages and families in need this
hollday season.
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