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ARMY ANNOUNCES LOCATIONS OF NEXT INTERIM BRIGADE 

COMBAT TEAMS 

The Army announced today the unit designations and locations of the next four Interim Brigade Combat Teams (IBCT) as part of its continuing transformation of The Army into a force better postured to meet the demands of the 21st century.  These units will be transformed into IBCTs as part of The Army's strategy to transform the entire force.

In October 1999, The Army announced the designation of Interim Brigade Combat Teams at Ft. Lewis, Wash., the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division and the 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division.  These two brigades are expected to complete transformation to IBCTs no later than fiscal year 2003 and fiscal year 2004, respectively, with fielding of the Interim Armored Vehicle.

The next brigades to transform, in order, are the 172nd Infantry Brigade (Separate), Forts Wainwright and Richardson, Alaska; the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment (Light), Fort Polk, La.; the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Light), Schofield Barracks, Hawaii; and the 56th Brigade of the 28th Infantry Division (Mechanized), Pennsylvania Army National Guard. 

The Army is coordinating with the contractor of the Interim Armored Vehicle (IAV) to determine appropriate ways to accelerate IAV fielding for the two IBCTs at Fort Lewis. The Army plan is to complete fielding of the IAV for the other four brigades within three years after the Fort Lewis brigades are fielded. Once the new fielding dates are set, the Army will announce the planning dates for the other brigades.

These latest brigade selections for the Interim Force are conditional upon 
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the outcome of an ongoing Army Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS), that is projected to be completed in the fall of 2001.

The Interim Force is being fielded to meet a current operational shortfall The Army has had since Desert Storm.  These IBCTs will enhance The Army's capabilities as it continues to develop the Objective Force this decade.

“Land power remains an indispensable element in furthering America's enduring interests and provides an essential component to meet our global security requirements,” said Secretary of the Army Thomas White.  “These interim brigades will help us move towards a force that is more strategically responsive and dominant across the spectrum of military operations. Their improved deployability and lethality will enhance deterrence and meet an operational requirement with a capability that does not currently exist.” 

The Interim Force is being fielded primarily with off-the-shelf equipment and technological insertions and will provide immediate deployability and breakthrough maneuver capabilities to bridge the current gap between the Army’s heavy and light forces until technology developments make fielding of the Objective Force possible. 

“The Interim Brigade Combat Teams are required to fill a recognized operational gap in our current capability to meet CINC requirements.  These warfighting formations, using ‘off the shelf’ equipment with enhanced technologies, provide the CINC with a greater range of options,” Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Eric K. Shinseki said.

Transformation to the IBCT design is anticipated to take about one year for an active component brigade, and about two years for an Army National Guard brigade. 
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