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Col Robert Whittle (left), commander 2nd “Black Jack” Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, Texas, and Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph McFarlane, Black Jack 
command sergeant major, case the brigades’ colors June 27 during 2nd Brigade Combat Team Deployment Color Casing Ceremony, on Cooper Field, Fort Hood, Texas.  
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Black Jack cases colors, prepares for deployment

FORT HOOD, Texas – Amidst the early 
morning heat and humidity, more than 500 
Soldiers stood tall in formation represent-
ing 2nd “Black Jack” Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division, as Black Jack and each 
battalion within the brigade cased their colors 
June 27.
 Soldiers, families and friends viewed 
Black Jack’s color casing ceremony on 1st 
Cav. Div.’s Cooper Field.  The ceremony 
marks the beginning of the brigade’s sched-
uled deployment to Afghanistan.
 Black Jack Soldiers’ mission will vary 
with main efforts focusing on ensuring other 
units a successful return home, Col. Robert 
Whittle, Jr., Black Jack commander, said.
 “(The brigade) is deploying to help 
set conditions for the successful return of 
Soldiers currently in Afghanistan,” Whit-
tle added.
 Maj. Gen. Anthony Ierardi stated Black 
Jack Soldiers and leadership would succeed 
in setting good conditions because of their 

ability and professionalism.
 “I am awestruck by the Soldiers 
professionalism and the leader-
ships character,” Ierardi said.  “I 
have absolute confidence (Black 
Jack) will accomplish every mis-
sion it is given.”
“Our Soldiers are trained, capa-
ble and experts, ready to succeed 
in the upcoming deployment,” 
Whittle said.
 Whittle attributed accomplish-
ments are also due to support from 
1st Cav. Div., Black Jack’s Soldiers 
who are staying stateside supporting 
the Rear Detachment and the bri-
gades’ Family Members.
 “Division leadership has provid-
ed us with all tools and equipment 
needed to deploy,” Whittle added.
 Ierardi ended his speech stat-
ing, Black Jack family members 
are not alone during the deploy-
ment and assistance is always 
available if needed. 

Photo by Sgt. Quentin Johnson, 2nd BCT
Lt. Col. Jason McGuire (left), commander 15th “Gamblers” Brigade Sup-
port Battalion, 2nd “Black Jack” Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, and Command Sgt. Maj. Manuel Doyle, Gamblers command sergeant 
major, case the Gamblers’ colors during the 2nd Brigade Combat Team De-
ployment Color Casing Ceremony. 
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An AH-64D Apache lifts off to begin its course of training June 17 during the 1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division’s Combined High Altitude Training Strategy at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. The training which takes place from June 3 to 28, has allowed aviators to fly day and night with instructor pilots to focus on becoming more confident in maneuvering through high 
altitude environments while improving landing, takeoff, and power management techniques.
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Air Cav conducts Combined High Altitude Training Strategy at Fort Bliss

FORT BLISS, Texas – “Warriors” 
with the 1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 
1st Cavalry Division, are conduct-
ing Combined High Altitude Train-
ing Strategy at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
June 3 to 28.
 During CHATS, aviators have 
flown day and night with instructor 
pilots to focus on becoming more 
confident in maneuvering through 
high altitude environments while 
improving landing, takeoff  and 
power management techniques, 
said Lt. Col. Cain Baker, from Ark-
adelphia, Ark., commander of 1st 
Attack Reconnaissance Battalion, 
227th Aviation Regiment, 1st ACB.
 “We just concluded Task Force 
Attack’s iteration which included 
elements from 1st, 2nd, and 3rd bat-
talions and utilized several airframes 
including the Apache, Chinook, 
Blackhawk and medevac,” Baker 
said. “Pilots, alongside their instruc-
tors, have flown 20 to 25 hours dur-
ing this first iteration resulting in 
close to 400 hours flown. New pilots 
are learning a ton and their confi-
dence and level of understanding are 
growing tremendously.”

 Baker said the entire task force 
element as a whole benefited from 
a very thorough and comprehensive 
block of instruction during CHATS.
 “Collectively we have per-
formed air assaults with all air-
frames, contingency operations, 
aircraft and personnel recovery, 
and multiple close combat attacks,” 
Baker explained. “There are lots of 
opportunities to train here, as the 
instruction is thorough and focused. 
This is the best training I’ve had in 
years.”
 Pilots were not the only ones who 
received ample training and benefit-
ed during CHATS, Baker said.
 “Soldiers in the tactical opera-
tions center were able to perform 
battle tracking like they would in 
theater,” Baker explained. “Medics 
underwent opportunity training in 
the operating room where they ex-
panded upon their techniques, crew 

chiefs worked 24 hours maintaining 
aircraft and there were ongoing aca-
demic classes.”
 Chief Warrant Officer 4 Robert 
E. Macy, from West Plains, Mo., 
a UH-60 Black Hawk Pilot with 
Company A, 3rd Assault Helicop-
ter Battalion, 1st ACB, attended 
the training as the senior pilot for 
Task Force Attack and said CHATS 
helped sharpen his aviation skills.
 “We performed several aspects 
of training here that we don’t get a 
lot of while in garrison,” Macy said. 
“The terrain here has allowed us to 
perform high altitude training and 
execute landing zone sequences to 
find what provides the best access 
to land while factoring in wind, 
power requirements, elevation and 
temperature.”
 With more than 12 years of fly-
ing under his belt, Macy said that 
CHATS still helped him and his fel-

low Soldiers to sharpen their pre-
existing skills.
 “We flew with goggles in zero 
percent illumination where it’s very 
hard to see the ground,” said Macy. 
“We also performed dust landings 
while working collective mixed-
aircraft missions. We already know 
how our aircraft performs in garri-
son, but being able to adjust to air-
crafts’ performance based on tem-
perature and elevation changes is 
crucial. The 3,000 to 7,000 feet of 
elevation change here really helped 
us achieve a high level of confi-
dence to do so.”
 West Point Cadet Angela Bapp, 
a Cocoa Beach, Fla. native who has 
shadowed Soldiers with 3-227th 
at CHATS during her Cadet Troop 
Leader Training, said the experi-
ence has helped her to better under-
stand what aviation has to offer.
 “This training has answered 
everything I ever wanted to know 
about aviation,” Bapp said. “Alpha 
company and 3rd Battalion in gen-
eral have been awesome to me and 
I’m thankful for this opportunity. 
They’ve really went out of their way 
and worked hard to allow me to learn 
so much during my time here.”

“There are lots of opportunities to train 
here, as the instruction is thorough 
and focused. This is the best training 
I’ve had in years.”
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The 2nd “Stallion” Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st “Ironhorse” Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division conduct gunnery training June 2 with Bradley Fighting Vehicles 
at Fort Hood, Texas. Los Angeles, Calif. native, Pfc. Florentino Loya, an infantryman and 
Bradley Fighting Vehicle driver assigned to the Stallion Battalion, said drivers are trained 
to fire the Bradley’s weapons systems in case they have to act as the vehicle’s gunner. 

By Pfc. Paige Pendleton 
1st BCT, 1st Cav. Div. PAO 

By Sgt. Garett Hernandez
41st Fires Brigade Public Affairs

FORT HOOD, Texas – Three fun-
damental skills all Soldiers learn are 
to shoot, move and communicate. 
 Soldiers assigned to the 1st 
“Ironhorse” Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division continued to 
sharpen these essential skills during 
a series of gunnery training exercis-
es spanning from January to June, 
at Fort Hood, Texas.
 Battalions of the Ironhorse Bri-
gade participated in mounted and dis-
mounted gunnery training utilizing 
Bradley Fighting Vehicles and tanks.
 Gunnery training ensures Sol-
diers maintain accuracy with their 
assigned weapons systems. 
 “It makes our crews trained and 
ready to fight,” said New York na-
tive, Sgt. 1st Class Richie Pozo, an 
infantryman assigned to 2nd “Stal-
lion” Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regi-
ment, 1st BCT.
 Lt. Col. Kelvin Brown com-
mander of the Stallion Battalion, said 
the exercises demonstrate the crews’ 
proficiency with weapon systems, 
their ability to hit targets, maneuver 
and work as a cohesive team.  

 Brown said the graded events 
begin at the team and crew level, 
then advanced to collective-squad 
and platoon training.  
  “In the end it’s all about building 
lethal platoons,” Brown said. “That’s 
what it all boils down to. An indi-
vidual tank or Bradley crew makes a 
lethal tank or Bradley platoon.”
 Communication is number one 
when it comes to gunnery, Brown 
emphasized. Soldiers must be able 
to talk to each other, know how and 
where to move and know what and 
when to shoot.
 Los Angeles, Calif. native, Pfc. 
Florentino Loya, an infantryman 
and Bradley driver in the Stallion 
Battalion, said drivers must listen 
closely to all fire commands and 
carefully guide the vehicle to main-
tain the gunner’s precision. If the 
gunner’s body is jerked by move-
ment of the Bradley, the crew may 
miss a target. 
 “As a crew, we learn from our 
mistakes and we learn to communi-
cate better,” Loya said. 
 The natural progression of 
crews was made evident throughout 
the training, Brown explained. 

 “You can see the video tapes, 
you can hear the audio and they re-
spond and perform well as a crew,” 
Brown said. “Now those crews are 
working well together as platoons.”
 Loya said his crew started out 
rough and he has learned a lot from 
his gunner.
 Brown said his favorite part of 
gunnery is when a crew that is hav-
ing difficulty with the training has 
a breakthrough and qualifies on 
their platform. 

 “You see the look in their eyes,” 
Brown said. “They’re confident in 
their system and they’re confident 
in their crew.” 
 There is still more training to 
come, but Loya said he has learned 
to be ready for a combat zone.
 “This is the first real teambuild-
ing event we’ve had as a battalion 
in like nine months,” Brown said. 
“Gunnery is something that mecha-
nized Soldiers look forward to.”

Ironhorse gunnery applies shoot, 
move and communicate

Rail Gunners host Teens Extreme Day 

FORT HOOD, Texas – Early sum-
mer is a time when kids start their 
long vacation from the demands 
and rigors of school. For one group 
of teens their summer vacation 
kicked off with a closer look into 
Army life.    
 A group of 23 teens from around 
the 41st Fires Brigade participated 
in the brigade’s second annual Teen 
Extreme Day June 14 here. 
 The teens started off trying to 
conquer the leadership reaction 
course. They were split into three 
groups. Each team took turns at-
tempting to overcome different ob-
stacles, competing to have the best 
time for each challenge. 
 One of the more daunting ob-
stacles the teams faced was one that 
required them to use boards to get 
across a pool of water. 
 Each team received four boards 

to connect three pillars to make a 
bridge. The teams then needed to 
across the water while transporting 
metal polls and a wooden crate.
 “This has shown me the impor-
tance of team work and how to work 
with others,” said Joseph Plata, a 
14-year-old, who is contemplating 
joining the Marine Corps.
 Along with tackling the lead-
ership reaction course, the teens 
marched over to the Call for Fire 
Trainer where they learned how to 
call indirect fire down on a target. 
They also had the opportunity to 
use the Engagement Skills Trainer 
where they were able to learn a little 
about using an M-4 carbine rifle and 
the Reconfigurable Vehicle System 
where they were able to experience 
a virtual convoy. 
 “This will defiantly open his 
eyes to what the military life style 
is about,” said Sgt. 1st Class Shaun 
Delgado, noncommissioned offi-

cer in charge of the Fires and Ef-
fects Cell, 41st Fires Bde. about his 
nephew Joseph Plata.  
 The day ended when the teens 
received thanks and a certificate 
from the 41st Fires Bde. leadership, 
Col. William McRae and Command 
Sgt. Maj. Antonio Dunston.

 “Hopefully they take away an 
appreciation for some of the dif-
ficult task their parents have to do 
or service-members have to do and 
bottom line they have a good time,” 
said Capt. Ross Cargile the brigade 
fire control officer.

Teens help each other over an obstacle at the Fort Hood Leaders Reaction Course 
June 14 at the 41st Fires Brigade’s 2nd Annual Teen Extreme; where teenage family 
members from across the brigade were given the opportunity to take part in some 
military training. 
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By Maj. Steven Miller
4th BCT, 1st Cav. Div. PAO 

U.S. Army Secretary: Fighting is dangerous and difficult in 
Afghanistan; focus is on completing the mission

LAGHMAN PROVINCE, Afghan-
istan – With just eighteen months 
remaining before the end of coali-
tion combat operations in Afghani-
stan, U.S. Secretary of the Army 
John McHugh met with U.S. and 
Afghan military leaders at Forward 
Operating Base Gamberi, June 20. 
 While here, McHugh met with 
the Security Force Advise and As-
sist Team that works with the Af-
ghan National Army’s 201st Corps 
commander and staff to assess how 
that mission is progressing.
 “The SFAAT mission is the 
principal focus right now,” said 
McHugh. “Very young Soldiers and 
young officers and NCOs are doing 
incredible work and doing it well as 
they train our Afghan partners.”
 This SFAAT is made up of Sol-
diers from the 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division based 
out of Fort Hood, Texas and the 
1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion based out of Fort Campbell, 
Ky. Each member of the team has 
an Afghan counterpart on the ANA 
corps staff. These U.S. and Afghan 

partners work together every day to 
help the Afghan staff officers iden-
tify and solve problems.
 “The Afghans have the capa-
bilities to lead this mission and 
are getting better every day,” said 
McHugh, “They are developing as 
a military organization and display 
the courage and willingness to take 
on the fight.”
 McHugh met Maj. Gen. Mu-
hammad Waziri, the commander of 
the ANA 201st Corps, as well.
 McHugh listened intently as 
Wazeri chronicled several recent 
successful military operations that 
his corps has recently accomplished 
in the seven provinces north of Ka-
bul without the aid of U.S. military 
combat forces.
 “All highways are open to traf-
fic...We pushed the enemy and insur-
gents from Koi-Safi...The valley we 
used to call Death Valley, we now 
call Peace Valley,” said Wazeri.
 In a particularly poignant mo-
ment in his conversation with 
McHugh, Wazeri spoke on a per-
sonal level.
 “I’ve lost three brothers in the 
last four years (of the war), but I 

believe that the Taliban flag will 
never fly over Afghanistan again. I 
assure you,” said Wazeri.   
 SFAATs are constructed to 
match U.S. military skills with Af-
ghan needs to guide the ANA to a 
state of self-sufficiency. In the case 
of the 201st corps it has worked as 
designed. The increase in abilities 
and confidence is unmistakable. 
 “Morale is very good and high. 
The situation is getting better, 
not worse,” Wazeri proudly told 
McHugh.
 McHugh left the sessions with 
the SFAAT and Wazeri with a better 
understanding of the effectiveness of 
the advise and assist mission and with 
respect for the ANA commander.
 “We are grateful for your lead-
ership and the sacrifices you’ve en-
dured,” McHugh told Wazeri.
 McHugh also met with the lead-
ership of the 4th Brigade, 1st Cav-
alry Division to discuss other parts 
of their mission.
 “The first challenge is to com-
plete the mission.  The fighting re-
mains very dangerous and difficult. 
The other part of the mission is to 
physically remove ourselves,” said 

McHugh. 
 As the brigade prepares to re-
deploy later in the summer, it has 
begun the process of retrograding 
equipment so it can be reset for use 
elsewhere in the Army. With the 
terrain, weather, and the on-going 
fighting season, this mission is like 
no other challenge the Army has 
ever faced.
 “We had a big, big job getting 
ourselves out of Iraq. This is bigger 
still,” said McHugh. “Afghanistan 
provides additional challenges based 
on geography, weather, and occa-
sional disruptions in land routes.”
 After talking to the Soldiers and 
leaders and visiting several retro-
grade yards, McHugh is confident 
the mission will be accomplished.
 Before leaving Gamberi, 
McHugh thanked the soldiers for 
what they do every day. He em-
phasized the significance of their 
role, acknowledging the challenge 
of providing security, advising and 
assisting, while also retrograding 
equipment. 
 “You’re here because there’s no 
better way to meet this challenge,” 
said McHugh.

1st Cav deputy 
receives 1st star
Maj. Gen. Anthony Ierardi (left), 
1st Cavalry Division's commanding 
general, congratulates Brig. Gen. 
Joseph Martin, deputy commanding 
general for maneuvers 1st Cav., on 
his promotion to brigadier general 
June 14 during Martin's promotion 
ceremony at Cooper Field. Martin 
recently comes to the division from 
U.S. Army Operational Test Com-
mand at West Fort Hood, Texas 
where he was the commander.
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